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Farewell from the Front Desk  
Julie Champlin,  Naturalist/Office Manager  

 Everything has a beginning and an end. The timing to end this chapter on December 

30, 2022 is bittersweet. Fifty four years ago the hours spent in King’s Woods as a teenager 

inspired me to go to college and get a degree in Park and Recreation Administration and a 

minor in Forestry from the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities campus. I returned to Austin 

to marry the hometown boy, Duane Champlin, and start a family. I started volunteering at 

the JCHNC with Vince Shay and Larry Dolphin in the late 1980’s. I served as a member of the 

Friends Board and taught part-time summer adventure classes and environmental 

education curriculum for preschool through high school. I was hired part time in 1995 and in 2000 I began work full 

time as a naturalist/teacher and administrative assistant. My job responsibilities have been diverse and have evolved 

over time, teaching, administrative work, rental coordinator, fundraising, and 78 raptor rescues. My husband, Duane 

and I, both have a passion for raptors and he has assisted with many of these rescues too! He has been a trooper 

when the rescue calls have come in at all hours of the day and night. I love the fact that I learn something new about 

nature every day! This career has been both rewarding and challenging. I am proud to have contributed to the Nature 

Center’s growth in the last 34 years and I look forward to seeing the new changes and direction the center has in store 

for the future. 

 Thank you Larry Dolphin and Luke Reese for being excellent role models and supervisors. A truly great boss is 

difficult to find and impossible to forget. I am blessed with two of them! I have had the privilege and honor of working 

with many truly remarkable and dedicated people of all ages. Thank you all for sharing your talent, stories, 

encouragement and friendship. You all have been an important part of my journey. Working at the JCHNC has been 

one of the great joys in my life. The memories and friendships will stay with me 

forever. My moving on is creating space for someone else to have a turn in this 

amazing career. I hope they love it as much as I did.  

 Retirement will allow more time with our two daughters and sons in law, 

Nicole and Adam - Lisa and John, who have blessed us with six grandchildren–

Weston, Carson, Jackson, Bode, Bear and Scout. Have no doubt we will be back to 

enjoy this very special place with family and friends.  
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Become a Friends Member 

 

Join or renew online at www.hormelnaturecenter.org 
New in 2022, choose to continue your membership with monthly, semi-annual, or annual donations.  

Board Members 
Tim Ruzek, President 
Michelle Meiergerd, VP 
Merrilyn Berg, Treasurer 
Rhonda Alberts, Secretary 

Lee Bjorndal 
Diane Petrik 
Mike Skiba 
Terry Dorsey  
John Wright 

David Wagner 
Jennifer Davis 
Jon Burkhart 

If you love the Nature Center, help sustain all the programs you enjoy 
with a Friends of the Hormel Nature Center membership! Becoming a 
Friends member is a great way to support and promote environmental 
education programming in our community. Become a member for a full 
year with a contribution of $30 or higher. Give a free one-year gift  
membership to a non-member if renewed by January 28th.  

Special Benefits: Free Friends members only classes throughout the 
year, $5.00 off each fee for Summer Adventure Programs, and much 
more. Find out about membership benefits through our website.  



President’s Letter     
Tim Ruzek,  Friends of the Hormel Nature Center  President  

 I believe the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center is in the strongest position ever in 
its 51 years of educating and connecting the public with the outdoors. That is in 
large part due to the nature center’s incredible staff and network of generous 
donors and volunteers. Our board of directors for the nonprofit Friends of the 

Hormel Nature Center also continues to strive to keep raising the profile and quality of this beloved place.  

 Now is a great time to show your support for the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center and help us continue to grow 
and improve the 530 acres of facilities, trails, woods, prairies, wetlands and streams. For starters, please become a 
Friends member if you are not already. There are benefits with being an official Friends member but it’s just a great 
way to annually support the center. Financial donations to the Friends of the Hormel Nature Center also are always 
appreciated any time of year. The Friends is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that supports the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center, 
which is owned and operated by the City of Austin. Please keep the Friends and the nature center in mind for tax-
deductible donations, memorials and fundraisers big or small.  

 Minnesota’s “Give to the Max Day” – Nov. 17, 2022 – also is a good time to make a donation to the nature 
center. On this day, thousands of Minnesota nonprofits like the Friends, along with many schools, raise millions of 
dollars together. In 2021, GiveMN raised $34.3 million for 6,457 organizations. To participate in “Give to the Max,” 
donors must visit GiveMN.org and search for causes they care about by name, keyword, ZIP code and more. You can 
find us under “Friends of the Hormel Nature Center.” 

 On behalf of the Friends board members, we extend many thanks to all who have and continue to support 
the nature center. We hope to add many more to our list of supporters in the coming year to help keep 
strengthening this valuable asset to Austin and the greater multi-state region.   
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2022 Intern Zone: Akiko Nakagawa   
 If you had asked me just a few years ago about what I wanted to be or do when 
I was done with school, I wouldn’t have had an answer for you. The only thing I knew 
for sure was that I wanted to be working outside, exploring and discovering new things 
every day.  

 I am a recent graduate of McGill University in Montreal (in Canada!), where I  
studied biology with a focus in ecology and evolution. While I loved my time in  
Montreal, I spent most of it in large lecture halls and labs, and found it difficult to find 
the time or energy to get away from the city and spend time in nature.  

 While my university was highly focused on research, I was curious about what my biology degree could do  
outside the realm of academia. In my junior year, I took a class about natural history museums and collection-based  
research. From paleontology to endangered species conservation to evolutionary biology, I found the behind-the-
scenes research happening at museums fascinating, but I also found the passion and dedication of the staff towards 
making science accessible to everyone incredibly inspiring. That’s when I thought “maybe that’s what I want to do!”. 
And that’s what led me here! From previous jobs and coaching opportunities, I knew teaching was something that I 
enjoyed immensely. Seeing students’ enthusiasm and progression has been one of the most fulfilling experiences I 
have ever had. I am very excited to be able to merge my passions for science and teaching during my internship. 

 After being so far away from home for university, it’s nice to be back in Minnesota. And though I’ve only been 
in Austin for a short period of time, I am feeling right at home with the supportive staff at the nature center. As I slow-
ly get into the rhythm of things, I am looking forward to meeting many new faces and calling Austin’s charming  
community my home for the year. Please come say hi if we haven’t met yet! :) 
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2021 Nature Center Volunteer of the Year:  
We could not be successful without volunteers like Michelle and Rhonda who have 
both given so generously of their time, creativity and energy! 

Michelle Meiergerd has served on the Friends Board and Thanksgiving Feast 
Committee for 4 years and is currently the Vice President. She was also on the 50th 
Anniversary Events Committee and has helped with many special events.  

Rhonda Alberts has served as Secretary for the last 5 years on the Friends Board.  
In addition, she has volunteered 5 years of her time on the Thanksgiving Feast 
Committee. In 2021 she served on the 50th Anniversary Events Committee and has 
helped with many special events.  

2021 Sigurd Olson Leadership Award:  

Julie Champlin worked as a volunteer and then part-time for 13 years before becoming a full-time employee for the 
last 22 years. She was on the Friends board and an integral part of the Friends Thanksgiving Feast. Julie has been a 
pillar of the Nature Center and it’s success over the years.  

Special Award Recipients  

Thank you to all of our hardworking volunteers who have donated their time to help the  

Nature Center put on quality events and programs throughout the year! 

Jay C. Hormel Nature Center Staff 
Luke Reese, Director/Naturalist 

Julie Champlin, Naturalist/Office Manager 
Sydney Weisinger, Naturalist/Teacher 
Kelly Bahl, Outreach Naturalist/Teacher  
Kara Page, Naturalist/Teacher Intern 
Akiko Nakagawa, Naturalist/Teacher Intern 
Duane Champlin, Custodian  
Sue Crabtree, Custodian & Event Staff  

2022 Summer Mentees 

Thank you to all of our mentees who helped over the action-packed summer months. Without these participants in 
the Kevin Dammen Memorial Mentorship Program, the Nature Center wouldn’t be able to offer all of its fantastic 
summer programming. All together, these mentees put in over 1,000 hours of work! 

 Owen Davis 

 Henry Andersen 

 Lois Adjowui 

 Sydney Rupe 

 Josef Riskedahl 

 Paw Ku 

 Lay Lay Oo 

 Josh Vossler 

 Alan Estrada 

 Lydia Masura 

 Hunter Jensen 

 Nay Meh 

 Mariana Fuentes  

  Triumph Ogbedide 

 Aidan Falcon 

 Ashlyn Strampe  

 Megan Grush  

 Hunter Peters 

 Ella Solwinski 

 Emma Ehley 

 Alitzel Vasquez Alva  

 Karen Vasquez Aquilar  

 Lucas Tapp 

 Kassidy Slowinski 

 Heidi Vazquez Merida 

 Rosalia Vasquez Ortiz  

 

If you’re interested in joining our team of volunteers we have all sorts of opportunities available. If you’re a people person you 
could help clerk the front desk. If you love being outdoors, maybe removing invasive species is the job for you. You can check 
out our website or go to United Way Mower County website to see our volunteer events.  



September 

24 (Sat)          
  Last Day of Canoe & Kayak Rental  
 
9-11pm   Sola Fide Observatory • Free 
 

October 

01 (Sat) 
8-10 pm   Sola Fide Observatory • Free 
 

01-09  
  Austin Audubon Bird Seed Sale  
  Part of the proceeds go to the  
  Friends of the Hormel Nature Center  
  Purchase at Austin Runnings  
 

03 (Mon) 
7-8 pm  Izaak Walton League Program • Free 
 

14 & 15 (Fri & Sat) 
6:30-8:50 pm   39th Annual Halloween Warm-Up 
$10.00 per person: Purchase at Jim’s Super Fresh  
 

 
 

—  Interpretive Center closed Oct. 14 & 15  — 
 

16 (Sun)  
  Austin Archery Deer Hunt Begins  
 

18 (Tue) 
7-8 pm  Audubon Program • Free 
 

19 (Wed) 
4-4:30 pm Live Bird Program  
  Interpretive Center Classroom • Free 
 
22 (Sat) 
8-10 pm    Sola Fide Observatory • Free 
 

29 (Sat)  
1-4 pm    Planetarium Open House 
  Ruby Rupner Auditorium • Free 
 

31 (Mon)  
9 am   Registration for Christmas Crafts  
  starts online - links on our website   
 

Fall & Winter Event Schedule 2022-2023 

 

05-06 (Sat-Sun)  
  DNR conducting CWD Testing  
  Nature Center Shop/Garage  
  

07 (Mon)  
7-8 pm  Izaak Walton League Program • Free 
 

09 (Wed) 
4-4:30 pm Live Bird Program  
  Interpretive Center • Free 
 

11 (Fri) 
  —  Interpretive Center Closed  —  
 
15 (Tue) 
7-8 pm  Audubon Program:  
  Interpretive Center • Free 
 

17 (Thurs)   
  Give to the Max Day—Online  
 

24 & 25 (Thur & Fri) 
—  Interpretive Center Closed  — 

 

29 (Tue) 
6-8 pm   Christmas Crafts class 
  Session 1 • $35 per person  
 

30 (Wed) 
1-3 pm   Christmas Crafts Class 
  Session 2 • $35 per person  
 
   

December 
TBD: Cross country ski and snowshoe rental begins 

(visit our website for trail conditions) 
 

01 (Thurs) 
6-8 pm   Christmas Crafts Class 
  Session 3 • $35 per person  

 

03 (Sat) 
9-11 am  Christmas Crafts Class 
        Session 4• $35 per person 

 
1-3 pm   Christmas Crafts Class 
  Session 5• $35 per person  
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For more information or to RSVP, visit our website at www.hormelnaturecenter.org, contact the Nature 
Center directly by phone (507-437-7519) or email (info@hormelnaturecenter.org), or stop by in person. 

Please RSVP for any event at least one full day ahead of the scheduled time. 
Please check our website for current guidelines on masks during our programs. 

November 

 Want to help guide visitors? 
Email: angeladonovan280@hotmail.com 
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4 (Sat) 
8:30-10:30 am  Family Cross Country Ski Lessons 
  $25 per family (includes ski rental)  
 

08 (Wed) 
4-4:30 pm Live Bird Program  
  Interpretive Center • Free 
 

11 (Sat)  
8:30-10:30 am  Adult Cross Country Ski Lessons (16+) 
  $10 per person (includes ski rental) 
  

18 (Sat)  
5:30-8:30 pm Candle-Lit Free Ski  
  Ski rental not included  
 

20 (Mon) 
12-6 pm American Red Cross Blood Drive  
  Ruby Rupner Auditorium  

 
—  Interpretive Center Closed  — 

 

March 

01 (Wed) 
4-4:30 pm Live Bird Program  
  Interpretive Center • Free 

 

11 (Sat) 
1-2:30 pm  Family Maple Syruping Class 
  Session 1• $15 per family  
 

18 (Sat)  
1-2:30 pm  Friends Members Only: 
  Free Maple Syruping Class 
 
25 (Sat)  
1-2:30 pm  Family Maple Syruping Class 
  Session 2• $15 per family  

 

 
 
05 (Mon) 
7-8 pm  Izaak Walton League Program • Free 
 

08 (Thurs) 
4-8 pm  Merry and Bright Night  
 Santa will be at the Nature Center with other  
 fun activities—Free will donation  
 

12 (Mon) 
9 am  Registration for Winter/Spring  
 Activities starts online - links on our website   
 

14 (Wed) 
4-4:30 pm Live Bird Program  
  Interpretive Center • Free 
 

19 (Mon)   
12-6 pm American Red Cross Blood Drive  
  Ruby Rupner Auditorium  
 

24 (Sat)  
1 pm   Interpretive Center Closes Early  
 

25 & 26 (Sun & Mon)  
—  Interpretive Center Closed  — 

 

31 (Sat)   
  Austin Archery Deer Hunt Ends 
 

January 
 

1 & 2 (Sun & Mon) 
—  Interpretive Center Closed  — 

 

16 (Mon) 
—  Interpretive Center Closed  — 

 

18 (Wed) 
4-4:30 pm Live Bird Program  
  Interpretive Center • Free 
 

28 (Sat) 
8:30-10:30 am  Friends Members Only:  
   Free Cross Country Ski Lessons 
  
1:30-3:30 pm   Friends Annual Meeting  
              Ruby Rupner Auditorium  
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For more information or to RSVP, visit our website at www.hormelnaturecenter.org, contact the Nature 
Center directly by phone (507-437-7519) or email (info@hormelnaturecenter.org), or stop by in person. 

Fall &  Event Schedule 2022-2023 
Please RSVP for any event at least one full day ahead of the scheduled time. 

Please check our website for current guidelines on masks during our programs. 

Check our website for event descriptions  
and registration links.  

December February 
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Cross Country Skiing and Snowshoeing 
Let it snow! Skiing and snowshoeing are wonderful ways to experience the outdoors during the winter season and get 
the benefits of fresh air and exercise. Enjoy the Nature Center’s groomed trails, then relax with hot chocolate, tea, or 
coffee inside the Interpretive Center. 

 Please note that we do not start renting skis until the trails are groomed. We need at least 8 inches of snow to 
groom the trails. It is free to use your own skis on the trails, we do not require a Minnesota Ski Pass.  

 Trail condition updates are regularly posted on skinnyski.com, with links on our website. 

Rental Hours 3 hours or until close, whichever comes first   
 Monday—Thursday & Saturday: 9:00 am—4:00 pm,  

skis must return by 4:45 pm.  
 Friday: 9:00 am—5:00 pm, skis must return by 5:45 pm.  
 Sunday: 1:00 pm—4:00 pm, skis must return by 4:45 pm.  
 

 
 
 

THANK YOU to Belita Schindler for the generous  
donation in memory of Dr. Richard Schindler. This keeps 
the rental cost for children's skis and snowshoes at $1. 

Facility Rental 
The Hormel Nature Center offers a number of spaces to rent for your next event! 

 Ruby Rupner Auditorium: great for graduation parties, weddings, and other events 

 Gordon Lonning Resource Room: perfect for small meetings and conferences 

 Interpretive Center Classrooms: suitable for medium-sized events (limited availability) 

All rental availability is on our website. Interested parties must make all requests and 
payments in full through our website. All information can be found under our “Facility 
Rental” tab on the front page of our website. *We rent a year in advance.  

Sola Fide Observatory 
Discover the night sky during our free observatory events! Sola Fide Observatory is open to the 
public on specified Saturdays throughout the year (see event schedule on pages 12-14). On these 
select evenings, Nature Center staff and volunteers are available to assist the public in viewing 
the night sky. The observatory is not a heated building, please dress for the weather. 
 *  The observatory is weather dependent. If skies are not clear, meaning 30—100% cloud 
cover, the observatory will not be available. Check out our “Sola Fide Observatory” tab on our 
website for the full schedule and social media for closing/weather updates.  

Address: 53680 180th St., Austin, MN 55912  

Injured or Orphaned Birds of Prey 
The Hormel Nature Center takes in only injured or orphaned birds of prey, such as hawks, falcons, 
eagles, or owls, in Mower County. Give us a call and Nature Center staff will drive within Mower 
County limits to get the injured/orphaned bird.  

If you find an injured mammal or bird other than a raptor, the closest free Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Center is in Roseville, Minnesota. You can transport the injured animal to 2530 Dale Street North, 
Roseville, MN, or contact them at 651-486-9453.  

Ski & Snowshoe Rental Fees  
Adults — Cross Country Ski Rental: $6.00 
                  Snowshoe Rental: $5.00 
Free Rental Fridays—For Everyone: 3-6 pm  

Children 18 & Under—Ski or Snowshoe Rental: $1.00 
Coffee, Tea, or Hot Chocolate —$0.50 Donation 



Please 

recycle this 

newsletter! 

The Hormel Nature Center Offers:  

 Interpretive center with live birds, snakes, salamanders, 

frogs, and a turtle 

 Over 500 acres and 9 miles of trail through woods,  

wetlands, and prairies  

 School programs, family classes, and free community  

programs 

 Cross-country ski and snowshoe rental 

  Building rentals  

 Volunteer opportunities 

 Sola Fide Observatory  

 Free tracked power chair use 

 Trail access vehicle tours  


