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Front Desk: Meredith Maloney—Office Manager/Naturalist   
 In December of 2020, I packed up my car and moved from New Hampshire to 
Minnesota to work as the Nature Center’s teacher/naturalist intern. During my 
internship, I feel like I grew as an educator and a naturalist exponentially. I learned 
how to care for and rescue raptors, while quickly falling in love with our resident 
birds. I learned how to care for critters, bees, and a variety of natural spaces. Most 
notably, I feel like I figured out who I was and what I wanted out of life as a result of 
my time in Austin. I found my teaching persona, I discovered what it really meant to 
be a part of a community, and I realized just how special a place must be to foster so 
much growth in me. Parting from the Nature Center felt like leaving home, but I knew 
that I would find my way back someday. 
 In December 2021, I packed up my car and moved from Minnesota to Maryland to 
work as an Environmental Center Manager for a Maritime Museum. There, I took the 
tools I got from my internship and continued to grow as a naturalist, to research, and 
continued the pursuit of a career outdoors. 
 In December 2022, I packed up my car and moved from Maryland back to 
Minnesota to work as the Nature Center’s Aid. I am endlessly grateful that I have 

been given this opportunity to return to the Nature Center. I am thrilled to start again in a new role, and to be able 
to greet all of the friendly faces I missed this past year! While Julie has left some big shoes to fill, with the staff and 
community’s support, I am excited to try and fill them.  
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Friends Members Only Classes  
 Participants must RSVP by phone: 507-437-7519, email: info@hormelnaturecenter.org, or in person at least 2 days prior  

 Cedar River Canoe Trip  
Saturday, July 8; 9:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Free   
Explore the beautiful Cedar River and parts of Mower County you may have never seen before with a naturalist 
guided canoe trip. All ages are welcome. More details will be provided when you sign up.  

 Monarch Tagging Class  
Saturday, September 9; 1:00-3:00 p.m.    Free   
Become a citizen scientist and help Monarch Watch’s research by learning to catch, tag, record, and release 
monarchs before they start their amazing 2,000-mile journey to spend the winter in Mexico!  

2023 Intern Zone: Adrianna Meiergerd 
 To most, I may be a familiar face! To others, I’ll likely become one! Over the past 8 
years of living in Austin, I have served in many roles here at the Nature Center. I started 
as a mentee in the Kevin Dammen mentorship program, worked as a ski renter, 
volunteer, and eventually as a summer intern in 2019! After some time in college at the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, I’m now back at the Nature Center as a full-year Intern! 
 I grew up on a small farm in northeast Nebraska for most of my childhood. Most 
days were spent outside finding new things to discover. When we moved to Austin,  
we moved to a home in the city and I missed the freedom of being outside on the farm. 
As time passed after our move, we soon discovered the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center. I 
recall one of my first times visiting and going cross country skiing for the first time. It 
was easily one of the most memorable moments for me in my childhood. I found 
myself coming out often for skiing with friends and my family. Soon after, one of the 

staffers recommended a program the Nature Center offered, the Kevin Dammen Mentorship Program, and I 
jumped at the opportunity to spend more time here. It led to many more opportunities and memories made. I’m 
excited to continue at the Nature Center in a new role and to share with others how much this place means to me. 
I can’t wait to say hello to familiar faces and to welcome the new ones!  
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Become a Friends Member 
If you love the Nature Center, help sustain all the programs you enjoy with a Friends of the Hormel 
Nature Center membership! Becoming a Friends member is a great way to support and promote 
environmental education programming in our community. Become a member for a full year with a 
contribution of $30 or higher. 

Individual & Family Membership Benefits 

 $5.00 off each fee for Summer Adventure Programs  

 Free Friends members only classes throughout the year 

 Discount to the annual bus day trip  

 

 An invitation to the Friends Annual Meeting and  
Appreciation Event  

 A subscription to Nature Center News, to stay up-to-
date on all that’s going on at the Nature Center 

Join or renew online at www.hormelnaturecenter.org 
Choose to continue your membership with monthly, semi-annual, or annual donations.  

President’s Letter: Tim Ruzek President of the Friends of the Hormel Nature Center 

 Walking into a Minneapolis hotel lobby in January, I knew that carrying a 
replica mussel nearly 12 times the size of a real one would draw some 
attention. I just didn’t expect it to happen so quickly. 
 Within seconds of walking inside, someone commented that the replica – 
officially named Russel the Mussel – looked like an interesting table 
centerpiece. Thus began Russel the Mussel’s first encounters with people 
outside of the nature center. His first field trip came about from the 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) asking me to present at a 
DNR annual conference.  
 They wanted a presentation on the outreach support provided by the 
Cedar River Watershed District (my employer) and the Friends of the Hormel 

Nature Center for the DNR’s mussel-restoration efforts in the Cedar River watershed. The DNR also jumped at the 
idea for Russel to tag along.  
 Throughout the day, the DNR’s mussels table at the conference drew a steady stream of visitors, with a big 
attraction being the touch-and-feel Russel the Mussel. Some got a kick out of feeling the different mussel parts and 
others took selfie photos with Russel. 
 While this highlights a great project made possible by the Friends and our generous supporters, it also is a good 
example of where we want to continue pushing the Friends, which is to a broader, regional audience outside our 
community. With nature center pamphlets at the DNR table, I took a few questions from people about our 
connection to the Hormel company. This was a great reason to talk with them about the nature center, its 
interesting history and great mission.  
 We are working to get the Friends better set up for more outreach and public awareness in our efforts to better 
support the nature center’s staff, programs, facilities and 530-plus acres of public land. We are working to create a 
Friends logo and outreach materials through a branding process that will help our nonprofit with events, fundraising 
and community awareness efforts.  
 With the nature center designated by the state a few years ago as a “regionally significant park,” the Friends want 
to continue building off that by reaching out beyond Austin and Mower County to reach new “friends” and 
supporters.  
 There’s no doubt the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center is in the strongest position ever in its 52 years of educating and 
connecting the public with the outdoors. Thank you for your support, and please help the Friends spread the word 
about this amazing place.  

Friends of the Hormel Nature Center Mission Statement: To enhance and encourage environmental education,  

scientific opportunities, and the enjoyment of nature at the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center. 
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Special Events  
All of these events are free and sponsored by the Friends of the Nature Center. Your membership to the Friends of the 

Hormel Nature Center helps continue these programs into the future!  
Please RVSP for these events by phone: 507-437-7519, email: info@hormelnaturecenter.org, or in person! 

 Audubon Presentation: The Birds of Okinawa  
Tuesday, April 18; 7:00-8:00 p.m.   Interpretive Center Classroom  
Join naturalist intern Akiko Nakagawa and journey across the world to learn about the amazing birds of the 
tropical islands of Japan. 500 species of birds call the islands home throughout the year and 4 species are 
endemic!  

 Earth Day Craft: Sun Butter Pine Cone Bird Feeders  
Saturday, April 22; 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.   Open House  Interpretive Center Multipurpose 
Room Celebrate our wonderful life-giving planet by giving back with eco-friendly bird 
feeders!  

 Earth Day Program: Clean Water Takes A Lot of Mussel Power 
Saturday, April 22; 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.   Interpretive Center Classroom  
Come out and celebrate Earth Day at the nature center learning about mussels! We have 
mussel biologist, Madeline Pletta, here to talk about how mussels historically and presently 
are a HUGE help to clean the earth’s waterways no matter what day it is, Earth Day or otherwise.  

 Friends & Volunteer Appreciation Event 
Saturday, April 29; 1:30-3:00 p.m.  Ruby Rupner Auditorium  Friends members and current volunteers only  
Jackie Fallon is a naturalist and falconer from Rochester who will be bringing her peregrine falcon and American 
kestrel for a live bird show! She will share her 30+ years of experience in peregrine restoration and recovery 
management experiences. The Nature Center will also be recognizing the fantastic work of our volunteers this 
year and will be announcing our Volunteer of the Year award winners.  

 Austin Audubon Bird Hikes  
May 2; 6:30 p.m., May 4; 6:30 a.m., May 9; 6:30 p.m., May 11; 6:30 a.m., May 16; 6:30 p.m., May 18; 6:30 a.m.   
Meet in parking lot near Ruby Rupner Auditorium  
Open to everyone, come hike the trails with master birders from Austin Audubon. They will be your birding 
guides and educators on a 90 minute walk in the best places to find birds on our trails. Binoculars are provided.  

 Outdoor Concert: Will Bjorndal 
Saturday, August 5; 6:00 p.m. East side of Interpretive Center  
Join us for a special evening program from Austin native Will Bjorndal! Audiences of all ages will enjoy Will’s 
amazing energy and creative songs. Will has been hard at work the past year writing new songs to delight his 
audience. He will be preforming a mixture of well known songs along with his own originals.  

 Honey Harvest & Processing Open House 
Saturday, September 9; 9:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m.  Interpretive Center Multipurpose 
Room  Stop in to witness the honey harvesting process from the Nature Center’s own 
beehives! You will also have an opportunity to buy freshly spun honey.  
$12 for 1 lb bottle and $20 for 2 lb bottle. 

 Bus Trip 
Saturday, September 16; 7:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m.  Como Zoo and Riverboat Tour 
The Nature Center staff invite current Friends members and members of the community 
to join us on our coach bus for a day to the Como Zoo and an afternoon riverboat trip with Padelford Riverboats 
down the Mississippi. If you are a current Friends member, the bus ride is free! If you are not a current Friends 
member the cost will be $45 per person. You can also become a Friends member for $30 or more and enjoy 
membership benefits throughout the year! (Extra costs for food, riverboat tour, and donation to Como Zoo not included) 
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Eco-Blitz Events  
Join Nature Center staff and AmeriCorps staff June 20—24  for free classes, events, and presentations focused on  
forestry topics. If you attend any of these free events you will receive a punch card. If you get at least 2 punches for 
attending 2 events, you will be entered into a drawing to win a variety of prizes!  

 Kids Forestry Class (8-10 year olds)  
Tuesday, June 20; 9:00-10:30 a.m.  Interpretive Center Classroom   
Trees serve many different roles in our environment and our daily lives. In this class,  
students learn how different types of trees function, focusing on trees that are native to 
our piece of Minnesota. Each learner will develop skills that foresters use to understand 
the woods. *Space is limited, RSVP early   

 Forest Restoration Volunteer Project   
Wednesday, June 21; 3:30-5:00 p.m. Interpretive Center Classroom   
Our forests at the Nature Center are home to a large variety of wildlife and species of 
plants, but invasive species, like buckthorn, inhibit the growth and development of a good forest habitat. Learn 
about how invasive species affect forest habitats. Then we will be heading out into the forest to continue our 
forest restoration efforts of pulling buckthorn.  

 AmeriCorps—Community Forestry Corps: Tree Care 101: Planting, Pruning, & Pests 
Friday, June 23; 6:00-7:00 p.m. Interpretive Center Classroom   
Have you ever wanted to plant more trees in your yard but are not sure where to start or how to care for them? 
Join Community Forestry Corps members Kris and Jenna as they answer all your questions regarding planting, 
pruning, and care of containerized trees.   

 Tree ID class—Family and adult class  
Saturday, June 24: 9:30-11:00 a.m. & 1:00-2:30 p.m.  Interpretive Center Classroom  
Do you ever wish you could identify trees better just by looking at them or answer your kids questions about 
what type of tree is in your backyard? A Naturalist will teach you how to use a simple tree ID key and then take 
you on a walk to practice your new identifying skills.  *Space is limited, RSVP early  

 Kids Tree Craft  
Saturday, June 24: 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.               Open House Interpretive Center  
Stop in to celebrate the wonder of the forest with a fun, free tree craft with your kids!  

Dammen Family Fun Day Fundraiser Event  
 On Saturday, July 22; 9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m. come walk the trails with your  
family and try out a variety of nature-themed games and challenges like archery, 
throwing an atlatl, mini-games, and more in this enjoyable family fun day event!   

 This is a fundraiser event for our Summer Dammen Mentorship Program for 
kids to experience what a first time job would be like and to get valuable  
experience in the natural resources field. Therefore; we are suggesting a donation 
of $20 or more per family for this event. All proceeds raised will go towards our 
Dammen Mentorship program at the end of the summer. 

3rd Annual Duck Race Down Dobbins Creek Fundraiser 
Saturday, July 22; 1:00 p.m.  
Sponsor 1 duck, 5 ducks, or as many as you want as they race their way down Dobbins Creek.  
We will start at the stepping stone bridge and end at the culvert bridge. Prizes will be awarded 
to places 1st—5th!  



Nature Center News • Volume 42, Issue 1 • April 2023 Page 6 

Preregistration is appreciated for all free programs or access vehicle tours. Call: 507-437-7519,  

email: info@hormelnaturecenter.org, or stop in to reserve your seats for the programs and/or trail tours.  

                Summer Senior Specials 
 Nature lovers age 55 and older are invited to join us for FREE coffee or  
tea and a cookie, a program or concert, and an optional opportunity to take 
 a 45-60 minute guided tour of the Nature Center trails on one of our two 
access vehicles.  

 
Thursday, June 8; 10:00 a.m.: The Wonders of Natural History - Inspired by the beautiful natural history 
museum on the campus of her alma mater, join naturalist intern Akiko Nakagawa in learning all about the behind-
the-scenes action that goes on inside of museums. Collections, research, and dinosaurs of course!  

Thursday, June 22; 10:00 a.m.: It wouldn’t be summer at the JCHNC without a visit 
from our friend, David Stokes! Audiences of all ages will enjoy David’s amazing 
energy, live critters, songs, and stories about the natural world. 

Thursday, July 6; 10:00 a.m.: What is Community Forestry and how can it benefit 
Austin? Community Forestry Members Jenna and Kris will talk about their time 
serving Austin, one of the biggest challenges they faced - Emerald Ash Borer, and the 
importance of Austin's trees.  

Thursday, July 20; 10:00 a.m.: Erin Rupp from Pollinate Minnesota will be in town 
discussing the wonderful world of honey bees! She will have an insert of a hive with live bees with her, don’t 
worry, the bees are behind glass. Erin will answer everything you have wanted to 
know about how and why those bees make honey.  

Thursday, August 4; 10:00 a.m.: Join Austin native Will Bjorndal for a morning of 
traditional and original music! From familiar folk favorites to brand new tunes, Will’s 
performance will surely captivate as he performs songs that celebrate the wild, 
wonderful world around us. 

Thursday, August 24; 10:00 a.m.:  Join visiting turtle expert, researcher, and professor, Dr. Jeff Tamplin from 
the University of Northern Iowa as he explains the trials and tribulations of studying an endangered species of 
turtle and how his journey led him right here to this area! His presentation will touch on the nuances of turtle 
research, how he locates turtles in the wild, results of his research thus far, and what impacts have happened 
ecologically.  

Trail Access Tours and Track Chairs  
 Trail access tours are designed for visitors who need some assistance getting out 
on the trails. Private tours on our trail access vehicles can be scheduled seven days a 
week, with at least four days advance notice, spring through 
fall. Tours contingent upon appropriate trail conditions and 
volunteer driver availability. Please call or email to 
schedule a tour.  

 Track chairs are also available for free use for patrons 
who need mobility assistance on the trails. We have 3 

track chairs available. To reserve one, please go to our website and click on “track 
power chair rentals” and follow the link or call Nature Center staff.   
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            Summer Nature Play Afternoons 
— Six select Thursdays and one Saturday from 1:00-4:00 p.m.  — 

Get outside and discover nature with your child! Enjoy free 
activities such as canoe & kayak rentals, scooping for pond critters, 
archery on select days, butterfly netting, crayfish hunting, survival 
games, art activities, and self-guided nature trail activities.  
 

Free Family Programs During Nature Play Afternoons 
 

Thursday, June 8; 1:00 p.m.: Take Flight! Spend the afternoon learning all 
about animals that soar the skies! Learn about the different ways that critters 
fly and how their abilities help them survive in their ecosystems.  

Saturday, June 17;  No program. Archery available.  

Thursday, June 22; 1:00 p.m.: Archery available. It wouldn’t be summer at 

the JCHNC without a visit from our friend, David Stokes! Audiences of all ages 
will enjoy David’s amazing energy, live critters, songs, and stories about the 
natural world.  

Thursday, July 6; 1:00 p.m.: Do you love to explore the forests of the Nature 
Center? Do you know what makes trees so important to the Earth? Explore all parts of 
a tree and learn what makes trees an important part of an ecosystem.  

Thursday, July 20; 1:00 p.m.: Erin Rupp from Pollinate Minnesota will be in town 
fascinating her younger audience with live honey bees (behind glass) and fun facts 
about their daily life. 

Thursday, August 3; 1:00 p.m.: Sing and laugh along with musician, naturalist, and  
true-blue Minnesotan goofball Will Bjorndal as he brings a wagonload of original and 
traditional songs to our Thursday Nature Play! Driven by audience participation, this 

captivating yet laid-back performance is engaging for children of all ages.   

Thursday, August 17; 1:00 p.m.: What is black and orange and has 4 beautiful wings? Monarch butterflies!  
Did you know that monarch butterflies are endangered? Since we protect what we love, let us teach you all about 
monarchs so you will love them just as much as we do. Then you can become a crusader in protecting monarch 
habitat with the Hormel Nature Center.  

Canoe & Kayak Rentals 
Rent a canoe or kayak for use on Dobbins Creek to East Side Lake or the pond.  

 Available Monday—Saturday: 9:00 am—3:30 pm, Sunday: 1:00—3:30 pm;       
 Memorial Day weekend—Labor Day weekend 
 (no rentals on city holidays). 

 $10 for up to 3 hours.  

 Cash or check only.  

 Life jackets, paddles, and canoe/kayak rollers are provided. 

 Purchase a punch card for $25 and receive five canoe or kayak rentals for 
  half the fee! Purchase in person.  
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Beautiful Bugs with Julie Hecimovich • $15.00 
Friday, August 4; 10:00-11:00 a.m.• Class requires an accompanying adult 
Time for buggy fun as we learn about interesting insects through interactive songs, projects and outdoor 
exploration.  

Earth Day: Tree-mendous Trees and Amazing Animals Near and Far  with Julie Hecimovich • $15.00 
Saturday, April 22; 10:00-11:00 a.m. • Class requires an accompanying adult 
Listen to stories in the treehouse about trees and their inhabitants while making a 
project. Hike in the forest and use your senses to explore.  

Streams to Seas with Julie Hecimovich • $20.00   
Monday & Tuesday, May 22 & 23 3:30-4:30PM • Class requires an accompanying 
adult  Take a hike to discover interesting plants and animals in our local waterways on 
day one. Day two learn about sea creatures, play in the water tables, and make an 
ocean project.  

Bear Hunt Adventure with Adrianna Meiergerd • $15.00  
Wednesday, July 19; 10:00-11:15 a.m. • Class requires an accompanying adult 
We all know what bears do when the weather turns cool and the snow starts to 
fall, but what do they do in the summertime? Bring your favorite teddy bear, and let’s  
go on a bear hunt adventure and learn together! This includes a picnic with your teddy bear.  

Nature Art with Adrianna Meiergerd • $15.00   
Monday, July 24; 9:00-10:30 a.m. • Class requires an accompanying adult  
Who wants to bring the Nature Center home with them? I know I do! We’ll use plants and different items from 
the Nature Center to create works of art. Painting and sun prints are just the beginning! You’ll be bringing 
masterpieces home to remind you of the Nature Center!  

Gardening and Garden Yoga with Meredith Maloney • $15.00  
Friday, July 7; 9:00-10:30 a.m. • Class requires an accompanying adult  
Join the Nature Center in our gardens to discover what gardens are and why they 
are so important. Learners will have the chance to see what we grow in our Nature 
Center gardens, harvest vegetables, and discover how to keep a garden healthy. 
Learners will practice Garden Yoga, a gentle exercise to celebrate all that gardens 
have to offer.  

Incredible Insects • $15.00   
Friday, August 18; 9:00-10:30 a.m. • Class requires an accompanying adult 
What makes an insect an insect? The more you know about how insects interact 
with the world around them, the less scary they become! We will learn about honey 
bees and monarch butterflies and why they are so important. The class will explore 
what a pollinator does and why our food is so dependent on these teeny tiny, 
amazing insects!  

 

Summer Adventure Classes  
Registration opens Monday, April 3 at 9:00 a.m. Register online only. To register visit hormelnaturecenter.org, under 
“Programs and Events” and click on [Register] for the class you want. It will take you to the Park & Rec. website 
where you will have to create an account. FEES ARE NONREFUNDABLE, but please call to cancel.  

Reminder: Current Friends of the Nature Center members receive $5.00 off every summer adventure class with coupon code.  
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Summer Adventure Scholarships 

 Full scholarships are available for all children’s classes under $60; half scholarships for classes $60 and above.  
To receive a scholarship, children must write three to five sentences about why they want to attend a particular 
class and thank the donors. 

 You must submit your paragraph at the Interpretive Center before you register. Include name, age, address, and 
phone number. We will place your child in the class at the adjusted price. When registration opens on April 3rd, you 
will log into your account to pay the balance. Scholarships are offered on a first-come, first-served basis (one 
scholarship per child). Call: 507-437-7519 or email: info@hormelnaturecenter.org with questions. 
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Beautiful Bugs with Julie Hecimovich • $15.00  
Friday, August 4; 6:00-7:00 p.m. • Class requires an accompanying adult 
Time for buggy fun with spiders versus insects. Scoop the pond and hike to discover cool creatures.  

Little Explorers: Hand in Hand in Nature with David Stokes • $40.00   
Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday, June 19, 20, & 21; 9:30-11:00 a.m.   
Class requires an accompanying adult.  
David Stokes is a father, educator, naturalist, entertainer, and Nature Center 
favorite! This class is especially designed for a parent/grandparent to spend 
one-on-one “quality time” in nature with their 4 or 5 year-old child. Please 
dress for the weather and bring a camera! Registered participants only. 

Sssspectacular Snakes with Akiko Nakagawa • $15.00  
Tuesday, June 6; 9:00-10:30 a.m. • Class requires an accompanying adult 
A little spooked by snakes? Fear not! Learn all about these wonderful creatures and why they are important for 
the ecosystem. Explore the native snakes of Minnesota and discover how they live their lives without arms or legs. 

Wonderful World of Birds with Meredith Maloney • $15.00  
Tuesday & Wednesday, July 25 & 26; 9:00-10:30 a.m. • Class requires an accompanying adult 
Students investigate what makes birds different from other animals, and why they are so special. Students will 
learn how to use both their sight and hearing to identify common birds found in Nature Center woods, and how to 
use tools like binoculars and identification guides to do so. Students will leave this course as competent and 
curious birders.  

Streams to Seas with Julie Hecimovich • $20.00   
Monday & Tuesday May 22 & 23 6:00-7:00 p.m. • Class requires an accompanying adult 
Take a hike to discover interesting plants and animals in our local waterways on day one. 
Day two we’ll learn about sea creatures and play in the water tables and make an ocean 
project. Then explore bioluminescence through stories and art.  

Celebrate Earth! with Julie Hecimovich • $15.00   
Saturday, April 22; 1:00-2:00 p.m. • Class requires an accompanying adult 

Compare local forest creatures to those of a Rainforest and build an umbrella tree. Listen to 
stories about incredible biodiversity in National Parks and around the world. Hike to explore 
a local Minnesota forest and play games.  

Nature Detectives with David Stokes • $40.00   
Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday, June 19, 20, & 21; 1:30-3:00 p.m. 
As an educator and entertainer, David will keep you laughing and learning about nature. This class is specially 
designed for 6 or 7 year-old children to spend “quality time” in nature, with the option of bringing a parent/
grandparent. Please dress for the weather. Registered participants only. Parents are welcome, but not required. 

Junior Rangers: Sensational Superpowers of the Animal Kingdom  
with Akiko Nakagawa• $20.00   
Session 1: Tuesday & Wednesday, June 13 & 14; 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
Session 2: Tuesday & Wednesday, June 13 & 14; 1:30-3:30 p.m. (Select one of the two 
sessions.) Have you ever wanted to have a superpower? I know I have! Learn all about the 
amazing animals who have gained abilities that we think of as superpowers! Learn about 
the power of flight, the ability to regrow limbs, super-senses, and more!  

Can You Blend In?  • $15.00  
Friday, August 4; 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
Learn all about the many creatures of the Hormel Nature Center and how they've adapted 
to blend in with their environment. Our outdoor explorers will use the resources provided 
to them in order to dress up and try to blend in with our environments.  

Monarch Magic • $15.00    
Session 1: Tuesday, July 25; 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
Session 2: Tuesday, August 1; 1:30-3:30 p.m. (Select one of the two sessions.) 
Delve into the amazing life of the Monarch butterfly and search for Monarch eggs and caterpillars around the 
Nature Center to take home and raise yourself!  

www.hormelnaturecenter.org • 507-437-7519 Page 9 

4
-5

 Y
e

ar
s 

6
-7

 Y
e

ar
s 

7-
8

 Y
e

ar
s 

3-
5 

Y
rs

 
Summer Adventure Classes  

4
-6

 Y
rs

 
4

-7
 Y

rs
 



Nature Center News • Volume 42, Issue 1 • April 2023 Page 10 

Junior Naturalists: Discovering Decomposers with Adrianna Meiergerd• $20.00   
Session 1: Tuesday & Wednesday, August 1 & 2; 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
Session 2: Tuesday & Wednesday, August 1 & 2; 1:30-3:30 p.m. (Select one of the two sessions.)  
What lives in the dirt? What makes gardens grow? Decomposers of course! Come learn all about different critters 
laying just below the surface at the Nature Center. Fungi and earthworms are just the start! Bring some mud 
boots, because things are about to get messy!  

Intro to Fishing with Luke Reese • $25.00    
Tuesday, June 13; 9:00-10:30 a.m. & Wednesday, June 14; 9:00-11:00 a.m.   
Learn about the basics of fishing: how to string a pole, tie lures on, and casting on 
Tuesday. On Wednesday you will get a chance to put your skills to the test on East 
Side Lake. Fishing poles are provided or you can use your own. All fish caught will be 
catch and release.  

Astronomy • $20.00    
Tuesday, July 11; 8:30-10:30 p.m. 
Become a space explorer at the Sola Fide Observatory. Get a chance to spend time 
with the stars, read a night sky map, identify constellations, and use our big telescope 
to see objects in deep space that our naked eyes can’t see!  

Nocturnal Nature • $20.00    
Session 1: Thursday, June 15; 8:30-10:30 p.m. 
Session 2: Thursday, July 20; 8:30-10:30 p.m. (Select one of the two sessions.) 
Delve into what nature does while we sleep. This class offers a variety of fun activities that let us discover  
the magic of nature at night. Learn which animals are out and about, go on a night hike, and more.  
Come explore the hustle and bustle of the Nature Center after dark!  

Nature Photography with Morgan Converse• $30.00     
Tuesday & Wednesday, July 12 & 13; 9:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Interested in photography, nature, and exploring? This class is for you! Join local 
photographer Morgan Converse and gain vital knowledge on composition, lighting, angles, 
and more as we visit some of the more remote areas of the Nature Center. Cameras will be 
provided or use your own.  

Radical Raptors • $55.00     
Monday, July 17; 9:30-11:00 a.m.: Hawk talk & games 
Monday, July 17; 8:30-10:00 p.m.: Owl Prowl for participant & family 
Tuesday, July 18; 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.: Day trip to Wabasha (bring a lunch) 
Discover the raptors of Minnesota here at the Nature Center and at the National Eagle 
Center in Wabasha! We will also be going on a hike, so wear comfortable clothes and closed-toe shoes.  

Inside the Honeybee Hive with Erin Rupp • $20.00    
Wednesday, July 19; 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
Erin Rupp from Pollinate Minnesota will be going inside our Nature Center hives with 
you right by her side suited up in bee suits. Learn about the fascinating ins and outs of 
everyday honeybee life.  

Survival Week with Derek Barkeim • $85.00     
Session 1: Monday through Friday, June 26-30; 1:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m.  
Session 2: Monday through Friday, July 10-14; 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  
Session 3: Monday through Friday, July 10-14; 1:30-4:30 p.m. (Select one of the three 
sessions.) Spend five days learning wilderness survival and awareness skills to equip 
you for your next outdoor adventure! Practice building shelters, using primitive traps, 
creating friction fires, identifying wild edibles and medicinal plants, and lots more with 
guest instructor Derek Barkeim. On Friday, get lost in the woods with Nature Center 
naturalists while you learn orienteering by mastering how to use a compass and 
completing a compass course.  
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Summer Adventure Classes  

 In order to register you must go to our website under “Programs and Events” and click on [Register] for the class you 
 want. It will take you to the Park & Rec. website where you will have to create an account.  
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Cedar River Canoe Trip• $20.00    
Friday, July 21; 9:00-11:30 a.m. 
Explore the beautiful Cedar River and parts of Mower County you may have never seen before, with a naturalist 
guided canoe trip. You do not need to know how to canoe to go on this trip!  

Monarch Tagging • $15.00    
Tuesday, August 22; 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
Become a citizen scientist and help Monarch Watch’s research by learning to catch, tag, record, and release 
monarchs before they start their amazing 2,000-mile journey to spend the winter in Mexico!  

Canoeing the Root River & Exploring the Blufflands • $120.00    
Wednesday, July 26; 9:00-10:30 a.m.: Canoe practice at the Nature Center 
Thursday, July 27; 8:00 a.m.: Depart the Nature Center to explore Mystery Cave and 
Forestville State Park; then travel to Eagle Bluff Environmental Learning Center for group 
challenges, a high ropes course, dinner, and a hike. Please bring a lunch on July 27. 
Friday, July 28: Breakfast at Eagle Bluff before canoeing part of the Root River; return to 
the JCHNC by 3:00 p.m. 
Fee includes lodging, admission, canoe equipment, high ropes course, and three meals 
(dinner July 27, breakfast and lunch July 28). Full Scholarships available for this class. 

Astronomy • $20.00    
Tuesday, June 20; 8:30-10:30 p.m. 
Become a space explorer at the Sola Fide Observatory. Get a chance to spend time with 
the stars, read a night sky map, identify constellations, and use our big telescope to see objects  
in deep space that our naked eyes can’t see!  

Intro to Trout Fishing with Luke Reese • $25.00    
Monday, July 24; 9:00-10:30 a.m. & Tuesday, July 25; 9:00-11:00 a.m.    
Did you know that the Minnesota DNR stock Wolf Creek in Todd Park with rainbow trout? Nature Center staff will 
teach you the basics of trout fishing; learning how to cast in a smaller area and learning how to use lures instead 
of bait. Fishing poles are provided or you can use your own. All fish caught will be catch and release.  

Nature Photography with Morgan Converse• $30.00     
Tuesday & Wednesday, June 20 & 21; 5:30-8:00 p.m. 
Interested in photography, nature, and exploring? This class is for you! Join local 
photographer Morgan Converse and gain vital knowledge on composition, lighting, 
angles, and more as we visit remote areas of the Nature Center. Cameras will be 
provided or use your own.  

Shell Rock River Canoe & Fossil Hunting Trip • $40.00    
Monday, August 15; 9:00-10:30 a.m.: Canoe practice at the Nature Center  
Tuesday, August 16; 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.: Canoe trip—Bring Lunch  
Enjoy canoeing the Shell Rock River, then visit the Fossil & Prairie Park Preserve to hunt for fossils to keep!  

Survival Week with Derek Barkeim • $85.00     
Monday through Friday, June 26-30; 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  
Spend five days learning wilderness survival and awareness skills to equip you for your next outdoor adventure! 
Practice building shelters, using primitive traps, creating friction fires, identifying wild edibles and medicinal 
plants, and lots more with guest instructor Derek Barkeim. On Friday, get lost in the woods with Nature Center 
naturalists while you learn orienteering by mastering how to use a compass and completing a compass course.  

Intro to Camping • $60.00    
Friday-Saturday, June 16-17; 5:00 p.m.-9:00 a.m. 
Take your backyard “camping” to the next level and sleep in the wilderness at 
the Nature Center. Learn how to put up your own tent (provided by us), cook 
supper, and start a fire. We will also go on a 3 mile hike at the Nature Center, so 
bring your hiking shoes. Don’t worry, a camping trip isn't a camping trip without 
roasting marshmallows. Please bring your own sleeping bag. Supper and 
breakfast are provided.  
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Climbing Red Wing • $120.00    
Monday & Tuesday, July 10 & 11; 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.: Indoor climbing practice 
Wednesday, July 12; 8:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.: Outdoor climbing in Red Wing  
Participants in this special three-day climbing class will spend the first two afternoons 
at the Albert Lea Rock Gym for an intro to climbing, learning how to climb safely, and 
prepping to climb outdoors. On the final day, participants will apply these skills to an 
outdoor climb at Barn Bluff in Red Wing! Please bring a lunch and water on July 13.  

Family Nature Photography with Morgan Converse • $45.00 per family 
Saturday, August 5; 5:30-8:00 p.m. 
In this class, designed specifically for families, you'll learn the basics of nature 
photography while exploring the Nature Center. Cameras will be provided or use your own.  

Family Monarch Tagging • $25.00  
Saturday, August 26; 1:00-3:00 p.m.  
Help with Monarch Watch’s research by learning to catch, tag, record, and release monarchs on their amazing 
2,000-mile journey to spend the winter in Mexico!  

Adult Nature Photography  (16+) with Morgan Converse • $20.00  
Saturday, July 8; 5:30-8:00 p.m. 
In this class you'll learn the basics of nature photography while exploring the Nature Center. Cameras will be 
provided or use your own.  

Adult Cedar River Kayaking Trip (16+)  • $20.00  
Saturday, August 5; 9:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Explore the beautiful Cedar River and parts of Mower County you may 
have never seen before, with a naturalist guided kayak trip. You do 
not need to know how to kayak to go on this trip!  

Adult Inside the Honeybee Hive (16+) with Erin Rupp • $20.00  
Wednesday, July 19; 5:45-7:45 p.m.  
Erin Rupp from Pollinate Minnesota will be going inside our Nature Center hives with you right by her side suited 
up in bee suits. Learn about the fascinating ins and outs of everyday honeybee life.  
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Volunteer Outdoor Work Days   
If you are looking for volunteer hours or a way to impact your community in a positive way, 
look into our summer volunteer options. Activity possibilities are planting pollinator gardens, 
pulling invasive plants, or prairie/forest restoration. They will take place outside, so dress for 
the weather and wear clothes that can get dirty. Snacks will be provided!  
Please RSVP to help us prepare.  
Details and other volunteer opportunities can be found at: hormelnaturecenter.org or our  
United Way page. You can sign up for volunteer opportunities right on the United Way 
website. 

 
      June 21     July 12  August 2  All events will be from 3:30—5:00 pm 

Summer Adventure Classes  

In order to register you must go to our website under “Programs and Events” and click on [Register] for the class you 
want. It will take you to the Park & Rec. website where you will have to create an account.  

http://www.hormelnaturecenter.org


April 

03 (Mon) 

9 am   Summer Class Registration Begins   
                  Online 

09 (Sun)   

    —  Interpretive Center Closed  — 

11 (Tue)  Mentee Application Due  

12 (Wed) 

4 pm   Live Bird Program     Classroom 

18 (Tue)  

7 pm        Audubon Program (pg. 4) 

21 (Fri)  

10 am-4 pm Red Cross Blood Drive  Auditorium  

22 (Sat)  

10 am–4 pm Earth Day Craft: Open House (pg. 4) 

1-2 pm  Presentation: Mussels (pg. 4) 

8-10 pm  Sola Fide Observatory (pg. 15) 

29 (Sat) 

1:30-3 pm  Friends and Volunteer Appreciation  
    Event (pg. 4) 

 

May 
02 (Tue) 

6:30-8 pm Evening Bird Hike with Austin Audubon 

04 (Thurs) 

6:30-8 am Morning Bird Hike with Austin Audubon 

09 (Tue) 

6:30-8 pm Evening Bird Hike with Austin Audubon 

10 (Wed) 

4 pm   Live Bird Program     Classroom 

11 (Thurs) 

6:30-8 am Morning Bird Hike with Austin Audubon 

May 

13 (Sat)  

9-11 pm  Sola Fide Observatory (pg. 15) 

16 (Tue) 

6:30-8 pm Evening Bird Hike with Austin Audubon 

18 (Thurs) 

6:30-8 am Morning Bird Hike with Austin Audubon 

27 (Sat) 

9:00 am  Canoe & Kayak Rental Begins (pg. 7) 

9:30-11 pm Sola Fide Observatory (pg. 15) 
29 (Mon)  —  Interpretive Center Closed  — 

          No canoe/kayak rentals 

June 
08 (Thurs)  

10 am   Senior Special (pg. 6)  

1 pm   Nature Play (pg. 7) 

10 (Sat) 

9:30-11 pm Sola Fide Observatory (pg. 15) 

14 (Wed) 

5:30-7:30 pm  4th Ave Fest                 Mill Pond  
        Free Canoe/Kayak   

17 (Sat) 

1 pm    Nature Play Afternoon with Archery 
    (no program)   
20 (Tue) 

9-10:30 am Free Kids Forestry Class—RSVP (pg. 5) 

21 (Wed)  

3:30pm  Volunteer Outdoor Work Day (pg. 12) 

22 (Thur)  

10 am   Senior Special (pg. 6)  

1 pm   Nature Play with Archery (pg. 7) 

 

For more information visit our website at www.hormelnaturecenter.org. To RSVP contact the Nature 
Center directly by phone: 507-437-7519, email: info@hormelnaturecenter.org, or stop by in person. 
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Jay C. Hormel Nature Center 

Summer & Fall Event Schedule 2023 
Please RSVP for any free event one day before the scheduled time. 
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June 

23 (Fri) 

6-7 pm  Free Tree Container Presentation (pg. 5) 

24 (Sat) 

10 am-4 pm Free Kids Tree Craft (pg. 5) 

9:30-11 am Free Tree ID class—Must RSPV (pg. 5) 

1-2:30 pm Free Tree ID class—Must RSPV (pg. 5) 

9:30-11 pm Sola Fide Observatory (pg. 15) 

28 (Wed) 

12-6 pm  Red Cross Blood Drive        Auditorium  

4 pm   Live Bird Program     Classroom 

July 
04 (Tues)     —  Interpretive Center Closed  — 

       No canoe/kayak rentals 

06 (Thurs) 

10 am   Senior Special (pg. 6)  

1 pm   Nature Play (pg. 7) 

12 (Wed) 

3:30 pm  Volunteer Outdoor Work Day (pg. 5) 

15 (Sat) 

9:30-11 pm Sola Fide Observatory (pg. 15) 

19 (Wed) 

4 pm   Live Bird Program     Classroom 

20 (Thurs) 

10 am   Senior Special (pg. 6)  

1 pm   Nature Play (pg. 7) 

22 (Sat) 

9:30 am-  Dammen Adventure Family  
3:30 pm   Fun Day (pg. 5)  

1 pm    Duck Race Down Dobbins (pg. 5)  

29 (Sat) 

9:30-11 pm Sola Fide Observatory (pg. 15) 

Sign up for our monthly e-newsletter to stay up to date on events and classes.  
Visit our website at hormelnaturecenter.org to sign up.  

August 
02 (Wed) 

3:30 pm  Volunteer Outdoor Work Day (pg. 5) 

03 (Thurs) 

10 am   Senior Special (pg. 6)  

1 pm   Nature Play (pg. 7) 

05 (Sat) 
6-7 pm  Free Outdoor Music Concert (pg. 4) 

9-11 (Wed-Fri) 

4:30-7:30 pm Mower County Fair Programs 

12 (Sat)  

7-10:30 pm Statewide Star Party at  
    Sola Fide Observatory (pg. 15)  

23 (Wed) 

4 pm   Live Bird Program     Classroom 

24 (Thurs) 

10:00 am Senior Special (pg. 6)  

1:00 pm  Nature Play (pg. 7) 

26 (Sat) 

9-11 pm  Sola Fide Observatory (pg. 15) 

September 
03 (Sun) 

5 pm    Canoe & Kayak Rental Ends  
04 (Mon)  —  Interpretive Center Closed  — 

09 (Sat) 

9:30 am-12 pm  Honey Harvesting Open House (pg. 4) 

16 (Sat) 

9-11 pm          Sola Fide Observatory (pg. 15) 

23 (Sat) 

9-11 pm  Sola Fide Observatory (pg. 15) 

Jay C. Hormel Nature Center 

Summer & Fall Event Schedule 2022 
Please RSVP for any free event one day before the scheduled time. 
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Jay C. Hormel Nature Center Staff 

Luke Reese, Director/Naturalist 

Meredith Maloney, Office Manager/Naturalist 

Sydney Weisinger, Naturalist/Teacher 

Kelly Bahl, Outreach Naturalist/Teacher 

Akiko Nakagawa, Naturalist/Intern 

Adrianna Meiergerd, Naturalist/Intern  

Duane Champlin, Custodian & Event Staff 

Sue Crabtree, Custodian & Event Staff 

Sola Fide Observatory 
Discover the night sky during our free observatory events! Sola Fide Observatory is open to 
the public on specified Saturdays throughout the year (see event schedule on pages 13-14). 
On these select evenings, Nature Center staff and volunteers are available to assist the public 
in viewing the night sky.  

 *  The observatory is weather dependent. If skies are not clear, the observatory will not be 
available. Check out our “Sola Fide Observatory” tab on our website for the full schedule and 
social media for closing/weather updates.  

Address: 53680 180th St., Austin, MN 55912  

Injured or Orphaned Raptors  
The Jay C. Hormel Nature Center takes in ONLY 
injured or orphaned raptors. If you find an injured 
hawk, owl, falcon, or eagle in Mower County, call 
Nature Center staff at 507-437-7519 for assistance.  

If you find an injured mammal or bird other than a 
raptor, the closest free Wildlife Rehabilitation Center is in Roseville, 
Minnesota. You can transport the injured animal to 2530 Dale 
Street North, Roseville, MN, or contact them at 651-486-9453.  

Friends of the Nature Center  
Board Members 

Tim Ruzek, President 
Michelle Meiergerd, VP 
Merrilyn Berg, Treasurer 
Diane Petrik, Secretary 
Jeff Kastl 
Erin Grush 
Mike Skiba 

Terry Dorsey 
John Wright 
David Wagner 
Jennifer Davis 
Jon Burkhart 

Summer Dammen Mentorship Program 
Join our summer team as a Dammen Mentor! This 
mentorship program allows us to offer exciting 
outdoor activities while providing youth with  
valuable work experience in outdoor education.   

If you are 13-18 years of age and interested in  
applying for our summer Dammen mentorship 
program, check out our website for an application 
under the “Get Involved” tab or stop by in person 
to pick one up. Applications are due April 11th by 5 p.m.  

4th Annual Minnesota Statewide Star Party: “Astronomy for All”  
Saturday, August 12th; 7-11 pm 
7-9 pm: Free Space Themed Activities at the Nature Center 
9-11 pm: Free Night Sky Observation at the Sola Fide Observatory 
Come out to the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center with your friends and family and explore space 
with hands-on activities led by nature center staff and volunteers. This free event is fun for all 
ages interested in space exploration in their own backyard. This years theme focuses on how 
space viewing can and should be accessible to all ages and ability levels. First part of the night 
will be held in the interpretive center classrooms, and if the sky is clear, we will move out to the 
Sola Fide Observatory to use our telescopes to view objects in the night sky and stargaze.  

Facility Rental 
The Hormel Nature Center offers a number of spaces to rent for your next event! 

 Ruby Rupner Auditorium: great for graduation parties, weddings, and other events 

 Gordon Lonning Resource Room: perfect for small meetings and conferences 

 Interpretive Center Classrooms: suitable for medium-sized events (limited availability) 

All rental availability is on our website. Interested parties must make all requests and 
payments in full through our website. All information can be found under our “Facility 
Rental” tab on the front page of our website. 



The Hormel Nature Center Offers:  

 Interpretive center with live birds, snakes, salamanders, frogs, 
and a turtle 

 Over 500 acres and 9 miles of trail through woods, wetlands, 
and prairies  

 Summer adventure classes with full and partial scholarships 

 School programs, family classes, and free community programs 

 First time job experience as a Summer Mentee 

 Canoe/kayak and building rentals  

 Volunteer opportunities 

 Sola Fide Observatory  

 Free tracked power chair use 

 Trail access vehicle tours  

Jay C. Hormel Nature Center 
1304 21st St NE 

Austin, MN  55912 
507-437-7519 

www.hormelnaturecenter.org 

Please 

recycle this 

newsletter! 

Follow, Like, Review 

Visit www.hormelnaturecenter.org for more information  


