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President’s Letter 
Darlene Walth, President of the Friends of the Hormel Nature Center 

August 2019 

  
Days are getting shorter. Leaves are changing. Autumn is here. Notice the deer, squirrels, and birds preparing for the approaching 
winter. Let the serenity of a fall nature walk renew your senses. Mark your calendars. Fall also means we are preparing for the 
Annual Thanksgiving Feast, coming up November 2nd. Tickets go on sale soon. Watch for your invitation or check the website 
www.hormelnaturecenter.org for more details.  

The Jay C. Hormel Nature Center will again host Christmas in the City NE. It will be in the first part of December and feature Santa 
for pictures, activities for your children, and treats for all. We had over 600 people attend last year. Watch our website and social 
media for the date and time.  

Two Saturdays per month come out to the Sola Fide Observatory and discover fascinating facts about the night sky from amateur 
astronomers as they host free public programs. Past visitors will notice renovations have occurred. The Friends are financing the 
telescope upgrade and buildings and grounds improvements. The renewed interest in astronomy has seen over 60 visitors on 
multiple occasions during the 2019 summer. Don’t miss out! 

Congratulations to Luke, his team and the City of Austin for getting the Master Plan completed and submitted to the State. 

We have purchased 11 acres of land to the North of the Nature Center. This land will become our wetland area needed for wildlife 
and trees. 

My husband Ron and I enjoyed participating in the 2nd Annual Dammen Adventure Race in July with my children and 
grandchildren! It was a great opportunity for young & old to bond together. It was a fun morning that our family remembers 
fondly. We hope the race grows in years to come! 

Finally, thank you for allowing me the opportunity to lead the Friends Board these past 2 years. The 
Board is very active, and always open to new ideas. We listen to constructive criticism/concerns/
suggestions and hope to better serve the Austin area by supporting the Nature Center. Your 
donations, no matter how small or large, are appreciated because a little bit helps to make this Nature 
Center a beautiful place to visit. Thank you. 

Darlene Walth 
President of the Friends of the Nature Center 

Director’s Desk 
Luke Reese, Jay C. Hormel Nature Center Director/Naturalist 
Nature is dynamic; always changing. The Jay C. Hormel Nature Center is no different. Staff changes. Interns 
change. Facilities and the land change. This is a strength for the Nature Center. Visitors will notice a few 
changes when they stop out this fall and winter. 

First, we have a new naturalist. Sydney Weisinger is taking over the naturalist position. Stop in and introduce yourself if you get a 
chance. Next, we are in the final stages of the process to gain our Regionally Significant Park designation from the Greater 
Minnesota Regional Parks and Trails Commission. This honor will allow us to apply for funding to make additions, updates, or 
repairs at the Nature Center. In order to complete the designation process, we were required to put together a master plan. 
Thanks to funding from The Hormel Foundation, we were able to create a plan to be proud of. If you want to know the vision for 
Nature Center’s future, stop out and read through the plan. 

Finally, due in large part to the connections and interests of our interns, we have made a bunch of updates to the Sola Fide 
Observatory. The Friends of the Hormel Nature Center funded a project put together by Andie, Kelly, and new volunteer Ken 
Fiscus. This project has replaced the old telescope with a significant upgrade, updated the interior of the observatory to make using 
the scope in all directions easier, added pads outside for setting up additional telescopes, and reconfigured the parking lot to add 
organization. Visitors to the observatory this summer have seen many of the upgrades already. The overall intent of this is to better 
utilize an astronomy asset that many communities do not have. The word has gotten out among the amateur astronomers and on 
November 9 we will participate in a statewide star party from 7-11 pm. On November 11, Mercury will cross in front of the sun and 
you will be able to stop out at the Hormel Nature Center to see it for yourself. Thank you to the Friends of the Hormel Nature 
Center, Freeborn-Mower Cooperative Services Operation Roundup, and Ken Fiscus for making this happen. Please check the Sola 
Fide Observatory schedule and stop out and see all of the changes!  

The Jay C. Hormel Nature Center and the Sola Fide Observatory are hidden gems for people in the Austin area. Let’s work to make 
them the worst kept secrets around. Invite a friend for a walk or a program at the nature center or a viewing at the Sola Fide! The 
best chance we have to grow the Nature Center is to get more people connecting to nature and the night’s sky at our facilities. 
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You are cordially invited to attend the 

Friends of the Hormel Nature Center 
17th Annual Thanksgiving Feast Fundraiser 

Holiday Inn Conference Center • November 2, 2019 

PO BOX 83 / 1304 21st Street NE, Austin, Minnesota 55912 • 507-437-7519 • www.hormelnaturecenter.org 

Did you know that over the course of the past year, the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center has been visited by over 100,000 
individuals? People are coming from all over to visit the modern interpretive center, walk the beautiful trails and attend the 
educational programming that is offered for young and old alike. This number has dramatically increased since the opening of 
the current Interpretive Center in 2017. The renewed awareness of the Nature Center brought on by the interpretive center 
opening has increased demand for the educational programming and the resources needed from the staff. The Nature Center 
is managed by a City of Austin staff of four employees that is supplemented with interns and numerous community volunteers 
who help with the many needs of the facility.   
 

Environmental education remains the Nature Center’s highest priority and we need your help to maintain the quality of 
education that people have come to expect from the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center. First of all, our naturalist interns help fulfill 
the teaching demands of many students while gaining valuable experience to further their own educational advancement.  
This salary is not covered by the City’s Parks & Recreation budget and continues to be a necessity in meeting our high 
standards of environmental education. Secondly, your donation will help provide funds for our youth mentorship program. 
This program provides middle and high school students a chance to explore working at the Nature Center and help with 
programming during the summer months. Finally, your donation helps cover the costs associated with the free public 
programming that is offered throughout the year.  
 

With this in mind, we are asking for your continued support to help us reach our goal of $45,000 at the Nature Center 
Thanksgiving Feast Fundraiser. You can help A Night Under the Stars Thanksgiving Feast Fundraiser. Any size contribution is 
greatly appreciated. Unless otherwise directed, donations will be noted in this year’s program. 
 

Consider a donation of Goods or Services. These items will be auctioned at the fundraiser event. (Please contact Kurt Mueller 
at 612-655-0392, if you would like your donation picked up.)  
 

Attend our annual fundraiser being held Saturday, November 2, 2019 at the Austin Holiday Inn Conference Center. Tickets are 
$40 per person and can be purchased by calling 507-433-6928 or by emailing finn44@charter.net.   
 

Online donations and ticket purchases may be made by visiting www.hormelnaturecenter.org. 
 

Thank you for your consideration! 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Kurt Mueller and the Friends of the Nature Center Thanksgiving Feast Fundraiser Committee  
 

Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center’s Mission Statement: 
To enhance and encourage environmental education, scientific opportunities, 

and the enjoyment of nature at the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center. 

www.hormelnaturecenter.org/friends-of-the-hormel-nature-center 
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“A Night Under the Stars” 



2019 Summer Mentees 
Thank you to all of our 26 mentees who helped over the action-
packed summer months: Namo Afanou; Grace Anderson; 
Mackenzie Andrews; Casey & Collin Berg; Isaac Blum; Zeke 
Bonorden; Hannah Case; William Clinefelter; Daniel Grush;  Stirling 
Hart; Isaac Harveaux; Cooper Haynes; Hannah & Sarah 
Hecimovich; William Lawhead; Isabel Mattick; Megan 
Medgaarden; Kaitlin Meiergerd; John Pepper; Alex Petrik, Blake 
Petrik; Toria Strampe; Andrew Thompson; Winston Walkup; and 
Rebeka Yunker. Without these participants in the Kevin Dammen 
Memorial Mentorship Program, the Nature Center wouldn’t be 
able to offer all of its fantastic summer programming. All together, 
these mentees put in over 950 hours of work! 
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New Teacher/Naturalist 
Sydney Weisinger 
 I am so excited to be starting at the Nature Center. I have lived in Austin for the past 5 
years and have been walking the Nature Center Trails every day during lunch for the last 3 years. 
The Nature Center is a special place for me to go and refresh and reconnect to what matters to 
me. I grew up camping, hiking, climbing, and canoeing the Boundary Waters. I believe that the 
best way to teach about conserving nature is to first get out in nature!  

 I am from the Twin Cities and graduated from the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities for my undergrad and 
University of Minnesota-Duluth for my graduate certificate in Environmental Education. My passion for environmental 
education started when I worked for the Conservation Corps for a summer in college and led a team of young adults on 
conservation projects throughout Minnesota parks. During this time I found a new respect for all the hard work it takes 
to manage parks and a new found love of prairie land. This experience led me to  a year long program at Wolf Ridge 
Environmental Learning Center in Finland, MN where I learned to become an environmental educator while also working 
on an organic farm. It is where I found a new love of birding, so I am excited to get to work with the birds here at the 
nature center. Afterwards, I moved to Austin with my husband Todd and taught high school science for 3 years. In 
addition to my passion for the outdoors, I also love sports and I currently coach swim team at the YMCA of Austin.  

 In my free time I love to garden, participate in Cross-Fit and in mini triathlons as part of a family team, cross-
country ski, play card or board games, and play with my rescue puppy, Millie, and two cats, Mika and Kieffer.  

Left to right: Greg Larson, Ron Walth, and Larry Dolphin 

2018 Nature Center Volunteer of the Year  
Larry Dolphin was honored as our 2018 Volunteer of the 
Year for his willingness to come in and help teach 
environmental and outdoor education classes. 

2018 Sigurd Olson Leadership Award 
Ronald Walth and Greg Larson were both  honored 
with the Sigurd Olson Leadership award. 
 
Please visit www.hormelnaturecenter.org/get-involved 
to learn more about our volunteer award winners! 

Special Award Recipients 2018 

Thank you to all of our hardworking volunteers who have donated their time to help the 
Nature Center put on quality events and programs throughout the year! 

Mentees with the Dammen family on race day.  



Please RSVP for any event at least one  
full day ahead of the scheduled time. 

September 
03 (Tue )  

Tickets on sale at Super Fresh Produce for 
Halloween Warm-Up (Oct. 11 & 12)      

07 (Sat) 

9-11 pm  Sola Fide Observatory 
 For more information, see page 8. 

9 (Mon) 

9 am  Christmas Crafts and Eco-printing sign-up 
              begins online  

7 pm Ikes Program: “Winter in Yellowstone”  
with Matt Freecheck 

 Interpretive Center • Free 

10 (Tues) 

7 pm  Waterway Jay: Paddle for Progress 

 Interpretive Center • Free 
14 (Sat) 

8 am-5 pm Friends Bus Trip to Prairie Center  

17 (Tues) 

7 pm Audubon Program: Osprey with Kelly Bahl 
 Interpretive Center • Free 

21 (Sat)            

12-5 pm  Drum Making Workshop  
    Interpretive Center • See website for  
    more information  

28 (Sat) 

8-10 pm  Sola Fide Observatory 
 For more information, see page 8. 

28 & 29 (Sat & Sun)         

 1-3 pm   Eco-printing with Kelly Bahl  
   $10 per person • Interpretive Center 

See website for more information  
29 (Sun)         

 5 pm   Canoe & kayak rental ends   

October 

05 (Sat) 
8 pm  Sola Fide Observatory 
 For more information, see page 8. 

Jay C. Hormel Nature Center 

Fall & Winter Event Schedule 2019-2020 
October (continued) 

05 (Sat) 
9 am-4:30 pm    Austin Audubon Bird Seed Festival 

07 (Mon) 

7 pm  Ikes Program: Bear Talk with Andie Harveaux 

 Interpretive Center • Free 

11 & 12 (Fri & Sat) 
36th Annual Halloween Warm-Up 
 First Hike: 6:50 pm • Last Hike: 9:10 p.m. 
 $8.00 per person (includes apple cider & a cookie) 

 Want to help guide visitors through the forest? 
 Call Cindy at 507-433-1931 to sign up. 

 Note: The Interpretive Center will be closed 
 during the day on October 11 & 12. 

12 (Sat) 

Governor pheasant opener events 

 Ruby Rupner Auditorium 
For more information, visit the Discover Austin Website . 

19 (Sat) 
8 pm    Sola Fide Observatory 
 For more information, see page 8. 

22 (Tues) 

7 pm  Audubon Program: “Sax-Zim Bog Birds and 
Habitat” with Sparky Stensaas 

 Interpretive Center • Free 

23 (Wed) 
-Archery Deer Hunt Begins- 

November 

02 (Sat) 
5-9 pm  18th Annual Thanksgiving Feast Fundraiser 
 Holiday Inn Conference Center 
  Tickets: $40.00 

—The Interpretive Center will be closed during the day— 
For more information, see page 3. 

 
05 (Tues) 
7 pm “Flexing your Mussels” with DNR 
 Conservationist Madeline Pletta 
 Interpretive Center • Free 
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For more information or to RSVP, visit our website at www.hormelnaturecenter.org, contact the Nature 
Center directly by phone (507-437-7519) or email (info@hormelnaturecenter.org), or stop by in person. 
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January 

1 (Wed) 
—Interpretive Center closed for New Year’s Day— 

20 (Mon) 
—Interpretive Center closed for MLK Day— 

25 (Sat) 
8:30 am  Cross Country Ski Lessons 
 For more information, see page 7. 
1:30 pm   Friends Annual Meeting with a program by 
     Dan Block 

February 

17 (Mon) 
—Interpretive Center closed for Presidents’ Day— 

22 & 23 (Sat & Sun) 
Paul LeDuc Endangered Animals Art Show  with 

 Saturday Art Program at 1:30-2:30pm 

 Interpretive Center • Free 

March 

7 (Sat) 

8 pm   Sola Fide Observatory 

 For more information, see page 8. 

14 (Sat) 

1-3 pm   Family Maple Syruping Session 1 

 Interpretive Center • $15 per family   

21 (Sat) 

8 pm   Sola Fide Observatory 

 For more information, see page 8. 

28 (Sat) 

1-3 pm   Family Maple Syruping Session 2 

 Interpretive Center • $15 per family 
 

Check our website for more upcoming events, 
including winter weekend bird banding programs! 

www.hormelnaturecenter.org/programs--events.html 

November (continued) 

09 (Sat) 
7-11 pm  Statewide Star Party • Sola Fide Observatory 
   For more information, see page 8. 
11 (Mon) 
8-11 am Transit of Mercury 
 Outside Interpretive Center • Free 

—Interpretive Center closed for Veterans day— 

19 (Tues) 
7 pm Audubon “Red-headed Woodpecker 
 Recovery Program” with Jim Stengel 
 Interpretive Center • Free 

28 & 29 (Thur & Fri) 
—Interpretive Center closed for Thanksgiving— 

December 
TBD: Cross country ski and snowshoe rental begins 

(visit our website for trail conditions) 

5 (Thurs) 
6-9 pm  Christmas Crafts class 
 Session 1 • Interpretive Center   
 $35 per person (includes materials & refreshments) 

7 (Sat) 
8:30-11:30 am Christmas Crafts class 
      Session 2• Interpretive Center 
 $35 per person (includes materials & refreshments) 

1:30-4:30 pm  Christmas Crafts class 
       Session 3• Interpretive Center 
      $35 per person (includes materials & refreshments) 
9 (Mon) 
4-7 pm  “Christmas in the City” in the NE
 Interpretive Center • Free 
 This date is not final. Make sure you check our      
 Facebook or website for exact date and details. 

16 (Mon) 
7 pm    Jacob Burkhart Jazz Concert 
  Ruby Rupner Auditorium • Free   

 

19 (Thurs)  
Archery Deer Hunt Ends 

25 (Wed) 

—Interpretive Center closed for Christmas— 
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For more information or to RSVP, visit our website at www.hormelnaturecenter.org, contact the Nature 
Center directly by phone (507-437-7519) or email (info@hormelnaturecenter.org), or stop by in person. 

Jay C. Hormel Nature Center 

Fall &  Event Schedule 2019-2020 



Cross Country Skiing and Snowshoeing 
Let it snow! Skiing and snowshoeing are wonderful ways to experience 
the outdoors during the winter season and get the benefits of fresh air 
and exercise. Enjoy the Nature Center’s groomed trails, then relax with 
hot chocolate, tea, or coffee inside the Interpretive Center. 
We offer FREE cross country ski and snowshoe rental on Thursday 
afternoons from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. if snow conditions allow and 
continuing as long as we rent skis/snowshoes.  

Never skied before? Free Cross Country Ski Lessons 
will take place on Saturday, January 25, 2020, 
starting at 8:30 a.m. Either bring your own skis or 
rent a pair from us. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult.  
The Nature Center does not require a Minnesota Ski 
Pass. 
Trail condition updates are regularly posted on 
skinnyski.com, with links on our website and 

Facebook. 

Hours 
• Monday-Wednesday, Friday, & Saturday: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.* 
• Thursday: 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.* 
• Sunday: 1:00-5:00 p.m.* 
*Skis need to be returned 15 minutes before closing time. 

Ski & Snowshoe Rental Fees (3 hours) 
Adults — Cross Country Ski Rental: $6.00 
                  Snowshoe Rental: $5.00 
Children 18 & Under—Ski or Snowshoe Rental: $1.00! 
Coffee, Tea, or Hot Chocolate —$0.50 Donation 

THANK YOU to Belita Schindler for the generous 
donation in memory of Dr. Richard Schindler. This keeps the rental cost 
for children's skis and snowshoes at $1. 

Become a Friends Member 
If you love the Nature Center, help sustain all 
the programs you enjoy with a Friends of the 
Hormel Nature Center Membership! Becoming 
a Friends Member is a great way to support 
and promote environmental education 
programming in our community. Become a 
member for a full year for a contribution of 
$30 or higher. 

Membership Benefits: 

 $5.00 off each child’s fee for all Summer 
Adventure Programs (parent must be a 
member) 

 Access to members-only events and 
programs for youth and families 

 An invitation to the annual members-only 
bus day trip 

 An invitation to the Friends Annual 
Meeting 

 An opportunity to give a one-year gift 
membership to a non-member if renewed 
by Jan. 25th.  

 A subscription to Nature Center News, to 
stay up-to-date on all that’s going on at 
the Nature Center! 

Friends Honey Update!  

Our resident bees worked hard again this year, 
and we have honey available for purchase! 
Each one-pound bottle of raw honey is $15.00. 

Jay C. Hormel Nature Center Staff 
Luke Reese, Director/Naturalist 
Mike Goetz, Land Manager 
Julie Champlin, Office Manager 

Sydney Weisinger, Naturalist/Teacher 
Kelly Bahl, Naturalist Intern 

Andromakhe Harveaux, Naturalist Intern 

Jill DeMoss, Custodian & Event Staff 

Cristina Wradislavsky, Custodian & Event Staff 

Friends of the Nature Center Board Members 

Darlene Walth, President 

Gary Zimmerman, Vice President 

Greg Larson, Treasurer 

Rhonda Alberts, Secretary 
Dr. Jeff Anderson                               
Lee Bjorndal                                                
Joe Dolan                                      
Michelle Meiergerd                                  
Kurt Mueller                                                
Diane Petrik                                                
Arlen Schamber                                          
Mike Skiba 
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Injured or Orphaned Raptors 
(Birds of Prey) 

The Jay C. Hormel Nature Center takes in ONLY raptors—
hawks, eagles, falcons, and owls—found in Mower County. 
The JCHNC staff will triage the raptor. Next, with input from 
the University of Minnesota Raptor Center and veterinarian 
Dr. Mike Williams, we establish a care plan for the bird. 

The Nature Center assists many birds of prey annually. If you 
find an injured hawk, owl, or eagle in Mower County, call 
Nature Center staff at 507-437-7519 for assistance. 

The raptors are often transported to the Raptor Center at 
the University of Minnesota. We are always looking for 

volunteer drivers who are willing to 
transport an injured bird of prey to the 
Raptor Center. Contact the Nature Center 
staff for more information (507-437-7519 
or info@hormelnaturecenter.org). 

If you find an injured mammal or bird other 
than a raptor, the closest free Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Center is in Roseville, 
Minnesota. You can transport the injured 
animal to 2530 Dale Street North, 
Roseville, MN, or contact them at 651-486-
9453. The Nature Center does not offer 
transportation to this facility. 



Please 

recycle this 

newsletter! 

Follow, Like, Review 

Facility Rental 
The Hormel Nature Center offers a number of spaces to rent for your next event! 

 Ruby Rupner Auditorium: great for graduation parties, weddings, and other 
events 

 Gordon Lonning Resource Room: perfect for small meetings and conferences 

 Interpretive Center Classrooms: suitable for medium-sized events (limited 
availability) 

For complete facility rental details, visit our website: hormelnaturecenter.org/
facility-rental, or call Julie or Nature Center staff at 507-437-7519. We schedule 
events one year in advance. 

Astronomical Viewing: Sola Fide Observatory 
Come out and discover fascinating facts about the night sky during our free 
observatory open house hours! Sola Fide Observatory is open to the public on 
specified Saturdays throughout the year (see event schedule on pages 5 & 6). On these 
select evenings, Nature Center staff and volunteers are available to assist the public in 
viewing the night sky (dependent on clear skies). 

Address: 53680 180th St., Austin, MN 55912  
(GPS Coordinates: N43° 37.000', W092° 58.550') 

For more info, call the Nature Center at 507-437-7519 or visit hormelnaturecenter.org/
sola-fide-observatory. 

http://www.hormelnaturecenter.org

