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Director’s Desk
Luke Reese, Jay C. Hormel Nature Center Director/Naturalist
Buzzing with Excitement
When a worker honeybee returns to the hive, full of nectar, one task it must accomplish
is communicating to the hive where the nectar was located. To accomplish that task, it performs
a waggle dance. The dance specifies direction and distance to the flowers as well as the quality of the nectar. The
more vigorously a bee waggles, the better the quality of nectar.
If the staff at the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center are the worker bees, then we are waggling as hard as we can.
We are very excited about the future of these 518 acres of land, water, plants, and wildlife. We are sharing the
natural world at this special place with more schools and kids than ever. Yet, we look to the future to improve
access and opportunities for a wider audience. One task that will help us accomplish that goal is to gain a
Regionally Significant Park Designation from the Greater Minnesota Regional Parks and Trails Commission.
Completing a master plan is the next step towards completing that designation. The plan will summarize
the existing resource and lay out plans for the facilities and programs in the future. I’ll use the plan as a roadmap.
This fall, winter, and spring, keep up with the process by checking our website or Facebook page, or by stopping
out. There will be opportunities to participate in this process by completing surveys and attending presentations
about our plans. Please share your vision for this special place. Friends like you and a community of support have
kept and will continue to keep the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center a vibrant place for children and families to learn to
love nature.

President’s Letter

Luke Reese

Darlene Walth, President of the Friends of the Hormel Nature Center
August 2018
Soon the leaves will be changing colors and our season changing too. Out on the trails this past week, I saw
squirrels burying acorns for the winter. Hopefully fall will stay with us for a while. The Nature Center is seeing
changes also. We now have a Nature Center puppet theater! If you missed their first performance, you really missed
a great show. The children, parents, and visitors were all smiling, with a few laughs too. Shout out to the talented
Will Bjorndal and Chris Anderson for a wonderful performance.
If you’ve noticed, we now have prairie plants by the front entrance and along the east side of the Interpretive
Center. Thank you to the volunteers, Jim Stiles’s crew, and our leader Will Bjorndal. Great job, everyone! Thanks to
all who donated money and memorials for this project. Things are also proceeding well with our conservation efforts
on the north end of the Nature Center—buckthorn control, prairie reseeding, and savannah forestry.
The first-ever Dammen Adventure Race was held on July 28. The day was beautiful, and participants of all
ages came out to celebrate Kevin Dammen. It was so good to see families out with their kids, enjoying the race and
the outdoors! We plan to have another Adventure Race next year. Our honey harvest took place at the end of
August, yielding many more bottles of honey. We sold out quickly last year, so stop in for your bottle! The Friends
board is also working diligently to plan an outdoor amphitheater for all to enjoy, hopefully by this spring!
We are so fortunate that we have such highly qualified staff—director/naturalist Luke Reese, naturalist/
teacher Maria Anderson, and office manager/teacher Julie Champlin, plus our interns, Will Bjorndal and Andie
Harveaux, who have been busy with classes, programs, and helping out wherever needed. Thank you to the staff for
making the Nature Center a great destination to visit.
Be sure to get your tickets early for the Nature Center’s Thanksgiving Feast—Saturday, October 27 at the
Holiday Inn. They sell out fast, and you will not want to miss this year! Our theme is Buzzing Around . . . “Bee” a
Friend! It promises to be a fun night. If you would like to make a monetary donation to
the Feast or donate an item for our silent/live auction, call Julie now at 507-437-7519. You
may donate or buy tickets online at www.hormelnaturecenter.org, or mail a check. Look
inside this newsletter for more information. I hope to see you there!
Come on out and visit this fall and winter—it’s warm inside! If you prefer the cool,
the trails are open, and cross-country skiing will be available, weather permitting. Be sure
to check out this newsletter for upcoming fall/winter programs and activities. Watch for
“Christmas in the City” news—we will be participating this year with activities for kids and
all to enjoy.
Thank you all for supporting us; we couldn’t do it without YOU!
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You are cordially invited to attend the

Friends of the Hormel Nature Center

16th Annual Thanksgiving Feast Fundraiser
Holiday Inn Conference Center • October 27, 2018
PO BOX 83 / 1304 21st Street NE, Austin, Minnesota 55912 • 507-437-7519 • www.hormelnaturecenter.org
Greetings to all from the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center! The new Interpretive Center has now been fully operational for
over one year. What have we observed? People of all ages LOVE IT! Austin and the surrounding area can be proud of our
518 acres of beauty. Who visits the Nature Center? Well . . . many individuals, family groups, scout troops, wedding
parties, photographers, runners, walkers, as well as many school systems from Southern Minnesota and Northern Iowa.
We average 80,000 visitors annually, and over 15,000 people of all ages participate in our classes and programs.
Environmental education remains the Nature Center’s highest priority. Our naturalist interns help fulfill the teaching
demands of our many students while gaining valuable experience to further their own educational advancement. Your
donations help in wonderful ways. First, you provide wages for our interns. Secondly, you provide funds for our youth
mentorship program. In addition, your donations help cover costs for many of the free public programs offered
throughout the year.
The Jay C. Hormel Nature Center needs your support! Here are some ways you can help:
1. Make a monetary donation to our annual Thanksgiving Feast Fundraiser. Any size contribution is sincerely
appreciated and acknowledged, and your name will be listed in our program.
2. Please consider donations of goods or services. These will be auctioned at the fundraiser event. If you would like
us to pick up your donation, please call Duane at 507-438-6862 to make arrangements.
3. Attend our annual fundraiser on Saturday, October 27, 2018, at the Austin Holiday Inn main ballroom. Tickets are
$40. If you are a Friends of the Hormel Nature Center member, your ticket will include a $5 coupon to be used at
the fundraiser event towards raffles, games, or auction items. We will offer a delicious meal, raffles,
entertainment, and live and silent auctions. For tickets, call 507-433-6928 or email finn44@charter.net. Online
donations and ticket purchases may be made by visiting www.hormelnaturecenter.org.
Please consider participating in the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center fundraiser on Saturday, October 27!
Sincerely,
Duane Champlin, Chair, and the Friends of the Nature Center Thanksgiving Feast Fundraiser Committee

Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center’s Mission Statement:
To enhance and encourage environmental education, scientific opportunities,
and the enjoyment of nature at the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center.
www.hormelnaturecenter.org/friends-of-the-hormel-nature-center
www.hormelnaturecenter.org • 507-437-7519
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2018 Intern Zone
Andie Harveaux, Summer/Fall Naturalist Intern
June 2018
My life has been a journey of discovery. Ever since I was a little kid growing up just
outside of Albert Lea, I have known I wanted to work with animals. Back then I thought I
wanted to be a cowgirl, but, as I grew up, I realized I wanted something different. I started to
steer towards being a vet; however, the more I learned of the profession and the more I
thought about what the job would entail, the less I thought it would fit me. Still, I started at the University of
Minnesota Morris with every intention of completing a bachelor’s in biology and continuing on to veterinary
medicine. It wasn’t until I interned at the North American Bear Center in Ely, MN, that my path started to change.
My time was filled by four black bears that I cared for and the opportunity to teach visitors about these bears as I
continued to learn myself. This experience really fanned the spark started by the Albert Lea Rock Gym into a passion
for environmental education.
In May of 2018, I graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in biology and a Secondary Education: Life Science
licensure. I was so eager to start my internship here and broaden both my skills and knowledge that I rushed back
home without even waiting to participate in my commencement ceremony! I couldn’t be happier with my decision.
The first week here, I was thrown into the deep end, and it was sink or swim. I am so glad that I was able to swim.
This summer has been an invaluable experience for me, though it has been flying by faster than I would have
liked. It has been an honor to work with the critters and a privilege to work with the fantastic staff and volunteers
that have taught me so much. I would especially like to share my appreciation with Julie, Luke, and Maria for
selecting me for this opportunity, as well as the Friends of the Nature Center for their support. It has been an
absolute pleasure.

Summer Mentees
Thank you to all of our mentees who helped over the action-packed summer
months: Andrew Alberts; Casey Berg; Isaac and Naomi Blum; Zeke Bonorden;
Hannah Case; Isaac Harveaux; Hannah and Sarah Hecimovich; Alec Ille; Isabel
Mattick; Megan Medgaarden; Adrianna, Kaitlin, and Kali Meiergerd; Katherine
Schramek; Toria Strampe; Winston Walkup; and Ray Wicks. Without these
participants in the Kevin Dammen Memorial Mentorship Program, the Nature
Center wouldn’t be able to offer all of its fantastic summer programming. All
together, these mentees put in over 720 hours of work!
Right: Just a few highlights from the mentees' busy summer!

Special Award Recipients 2017
These volunteers received their awards at the Volunteer Appreciation Night on April 17, 2018.

2017 Nature Center Volunteers of the Year
Robin Airey, Leon Krebsbach, and Mike Skiba were
honored as our 2017 Volunteers of the Year for their
consistent dedication to helping keep the Nature Center
running smoothly, no matter what the task.

2017 Sigurd Olson Leadership Award
Duane Champlin was presented with the 2017 Sigurd
Olson Leadership Award for his many years of volunteer
leadership, most recently as the hardworking chair of the
Thanksgiving Feast Fundraiser committee.

Savanna Dahl

Left to right: Mike Skiba, Duane Champlin,
Robin Airey, Leon Krebsbach

Please visit www.hormelnaturecenter.org/get-involved
to learn more about our volunteer award winners!

Thank you to all of our hardworking volunteers who have donated their time to
help the Nature Center put on quality events and programs throughout the year!
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Jay C. Hormel Nature Center

Fall & Winter Event Schedule 2018-2019
Please RSVP for any event at least one
full day ahead of the scheduled time.
06 (Sat)
Sola Fide Observatory
For more information, see page 8.

12 & 13 (Fri & Sat)*
35th Annual Halloween Warm-Up
First Hike: 6:50 p.m. • Last Hike: 9:10 p.m.
$8.00 per person (includes apple cider & a cookie)
For two magical nights, the Nature Center (with
the help of Matchbox Children’s Theatre) is under
special enchantment! Take a 45-minute hike and
enjoy “spook”tacular Halloween and nature skits
performed by creatures, critters, and spirits of the
night. Then relax inside the Interpretive Center
with apple cider and treats! Especially designed
to appeal to children ages 4-11 (accompanied by
an adult), but all ages are welcome!
Every ten minutes, a group of 25 is led into the
“boo”tiful forest to meet the assorted spirits that
reside there. Select your time slot when you
purchase your tickets. Tickets are on sale at Super
Fresh Produce, Bakery, & Garden Center (2104
4th St NW, 507-437-6554).
New this year! During the 6:50 p.m. time slot
only, twelve extra tickets will be available on our
golf carts for patrons who cannot walk the trails
due to special needs. One support person may
ride along if needed (ticket required).
Want to help guide visitors through the forest?
Call Cindy at 507-433-1931 to sign up.
*Note: The Interpretive Center will be closed
during the day on October 12 & 13.

16 (Tue)
Al Batt: “Traveling with the Birds”
7:00 p.m. • Ruby Rupner Auditorium • Free
Nationally renowned storyteller and “bird brain”
Al Batt will share stories of the birds he has
encountered on the road from home to there and
back again. Cosponsored with Austin Audubon.

20 (Sat)
8:00 p.m.

27 (Sat)*

16th Annual Thanksgiving Feast Fundraiser
5:00-9:00 p.m. • Holiday Inn Conference Center
Tickets: $40.00

October
8:00 p.m.

October (continued)

Friends of the Hormel Nature Center will receive a $5
coupon at the Feast to use towards raffles, games, or
auction items.
Join the Friends of the Hormel Nature Center and
enjoy social hour, a delicious meal, music and
entertainment, raffles and games, and a silent and
live auction!
For ticket reservations, please call 507-433-6928, or
visit www.hormelnaturecenter.org to purchase
tickets online! All proceeds go to the Jay C. Hormel
Nature Center Operations Fund, which supports
interns, staffing, and programs throughout the year.
For more information, see page 3.
*Note: The Interpretive Center will be closed during
the day on October 27.

November
03 (Sat)
8:00 p.m.

Sola Fide Observatory
For more information, see page 8.

20 (Tue)
Kirk Payne: “Falconry—Hunting the Ancient Way”
7:00 p.m. • Interpretive Center Classrooms • Free
Falconry, the sport of hunting wild game with a bird
of prey, may be the oldest human-animal
partnership around. How can you capture a wild
hawk and, within a month, begin hunting with her?
Kirk Payne, a Rochester area science teacher/
naturalist and a licensed falconer, will share an
overview of this ancient sport, plus stories from his
experiences in the field. (And, if his early fall trapping
season was successful, Kirk will be joined by a young
Red-tailed hawk in training!) Cosponsored with
Austin Audubon.

22 & 23 (Thur & Fri)
Interpretive Center closed for Thanksgiving
(November continues on page 6.)

Sola Fide Observatory
For more information, see page 8.

Programs are subject to change.

For more information or to RSVP, visit our website at www.hormelnaturecenter.org, contact the Nature
Center directly by phone (507-437-7519) or email (info@hormelnaturecenter.org), or stop by in person.
www.hormelnaturecenter.org • 507-437-7519
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Jay C. Hormel Nature Center

Fall & Winter Event Schedule 2018-2019
Please RSVP for any event at least one
full day ahead of the scheduled time.

November (continued)

January
1 (Tue)
Interpretive Center closed for New Year’s Day

19 (Sat)

29 (Thur)
Christmas Crafts class, Session 1
6:00-9:00 p.m. • Interpretive Center
(See details on December 1.)

December
Cross country ski and snowshoe rental begins
(dependent on snow—visit our website or check with
staff for trail conditions). For more info, see page 7.

1 (Sat)
Christmas Crafts class, Session 2
8:30-11:30 a.m. • Interpretive Center
(See details below.)

Christmas Crafts class, Session 3
1:30-4:30 p.m. • Interpretive Center
$35 per person (includes materials & refreshments)
Join us as we begin preparing for the holiday
season with the traditional crafts of wreath making
and beeswax candle dipping! For ages 12+ (with a
parent). Space is limited, so preregistration is
required. Refunds will not be offered. Online
registration is open now!

4 (Tue)
“Christmas in the City” in the East
4:00-7:00 p.m. • Interpretive Center • Free
Come and enjoy Christmas at the Nature Center!
Make a pine cone birdseed tree ornament, paint
holiday “nature rocks,” take photos with Santa by
the fireplace, and enjoy cookies & hot refreshments
provided by the Friends of the Nature Center.

19 (Wed)
The Association Jazz Combo
7:00 p.m. • Ruby Rupner Auditorium • Free
Enjoy an evening of holiday and nature-themed
jazz featuring former Nature Center summer
intern, Jacob Burkhart!

25 (Tue)
Interpretive Center closed for Christmas

Cross Country Ski Lessons
8:30-11:30 a.m. • Interpretive Center
$6.00 for adults / $1.00 for children accompanied
by an adult (includes poles, boots, & skis)
Classical ski lessons will include instructions for
beginners as well as tips for intermediate skiers.
Preregistration is required.

Friends of the Nature Center Annual Meeting
12:30 p.m. • Ruby Rupner Auditorium • Free
Please join us for a chili luncheon, a review of our
2018 accomplishments, and a preview of what's
ahead for the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center! The
luncheon and program are FREE and open to the
public, but RSVP is required by Wednesday, Jan. 16.

21 (Mon)
Interpretive Center closed for MLK Day

February
18 (Mon)
Interpretive Center closed for Presidents’ Day

23 (Sat)
Climate Storytelling Workshop
1:00-3:00 p.m. • Interpretive Center • Free
Climate Generation’s work is deeply connected to
the power of story. For over 50 years, founder Will
Steger has inspired thousands of people through
his chronicles of Arctic adventures and his
remarkable eyewitness account of climate change
impacts on our polar regions. Today, we don’t have
to rely on stories like his to understand that climate
change is happening. We are all eyewitnesses. Join
us for a workshop to take a deep dive into the issue
of climate change, discover your own personal
climate story, and learn how to use it as a tool to
inspire solutions. Refreshments will be served!

Check our website for more upcoming events,
including winter weekend bird banding programs!
www.hormelnaturecenter.org/programs--events

For more information or to RSVP, visit our website at www.hormelnaturecenter.org, contact the Nature
Center directly by phone (507-437-7519) or email (info@hormelnaturecenter.org), or stop by in person.
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Cross Country Skiing and Snowshoeing Become a Friends Member
Let it snow! Skiing and snowshoeing are wonderful ways to experience
the snow during the winter season and get the benefits of fresh air and
exercise. Enjoy the Nature Center’s groomed trails, then relax with hot
chocolate, tea, or coffee inside the Interpretive Center.
We offer FREE cross country ski and snowshoe rental on Thursday
afternoons from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m., starting January 3, 2019, and
continuing into March if snow conditions allow.
Never skied before? Cross Country Ski Lessons will
take place on Saturday, January 19, 2019, starting
at 8:30 a.m.
The Nature Center does not require a Minnesota
Ski Pass.
Trail condition updates are regularly posted on
skinnyski.com, with links on our website and Facebook.

Hours
• Monday-Wednesday, Friday, & Saturday: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.*
• Thursday: 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.*
• Sunday: 1:00-5:00 p.m.*
*Skis need to be returned 15 minutes before closing time.

Ski & Snowshoe Rental Fees (3 hours)
Adults — Cross Country Ski Rental: $6.00
Snowshoe Rental: $5.00
Children 18 & Under—Ski or Snowshoe Rental: $1.00!
Coffee, Tea, or Hot Chocolate —$0.50 Donation
THANK YOU to Belita Schindler for the generous donation, in memory
of Dr. Richard Schindler, of $5.00 for each child’s rental, which reduces
the rental fee for children to $1.00 each.

Friends of the Nature Center Board Members
Darlene Walth, President
Gary Zimmerman, Vice President
Greg Larson, Treasurer
Rhonda Alberts, Secretary
Lee Bjorndal
Joe Dolan
Jerry Ibberson
Michelle Meiergerd
Kurt Mueller
Diane Petrik
Arlen Schamber
Alice Tylutki

Membership Benefits

• $5.00 off each child’s fee for all Summer
•
•
•
•
•
•

Adventure Programs (parent must be a
member)
$5.00 discount at the annual Thanksgiving
Feast Fundraiser
Access to members-only events and
programs for youth and families
An invitation to the annual members-only
bus day trip
An invitation to the Friends Annual
Meeting
An opportunity to give a one-year gift
membership to a non-member
A subscription to Nature Center News, to
stay up-to-date on all that’s going on at
the Nature Center!

Friends Honey Update! Our resident bees
worked hard again this year, and we have honey
available for purchase (while supplies last)!
Each one-pound bottle of raw honey is $12.00.

Injured or Orphaned Raptors
(Birds of Prey)

The Jay C. Hormel Nature Center takes in ONLY raptors—
hawks, eagles, falcons, and owls—found in Mower County.
The JCHNC staff will triage the raptor. Next, with input from
the University of Minnesota Raptor Center and veterinarian
Dr. Mike Williams, we establish a care plan for the bird.
The Nature Center assists many birds of prey annually. If you
find an injured hawk, owl, or eagle in Mower County, call
Nature Center staff at 507-437-7519 for assistance.
The raptors are often transported to the Raptor Center at
the University of Minnesota. We are always looking for
volunteer drivers who are willing to
transport an injured bird of prey to the
Raptor Center. Contact the Nature Center
staff for more information (507-437-7519
or info@hormelnaturecenter.org).
If you find an injured mammal or bird
other than a raptor, the closest free
Wildlife Rehabilitation Center is in
Roseville, Minnesota. You can transport
the injured animal to 2530 Dale Street
North, Roseville, MN, or contact them at
651-486-9453. The Nature Center does
not offer transportation to this facility.

www.hormelnaturecenter.org • 507-437-7519
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Sarah Hecimovich

Jay C. Hormel Nature Center Staff
Luke Reese, Director/Naturalist
Mike Goetz, Land Manager
Julie Champlin, Office Manager
Maria Anderson, Naturalist/Teacher
Will Bjorndal, 2018 Naturalist Intern
Andromakhe Harveaux, Summer/Fall Naturalist Intern
Jill DeMoss, Custodian & Event Staff
Cristina Wradislavsky, Custodian & Event Staff

If you love the Nature Center, help sustain all
the programs you enjoy with a Friends of the
Hormel Nature Center Membership! Becoming
a Friends Member is a great way to support
and promote environmental education
programming in our community. Become a
member for a full year for a contribution of
$25 or higher.

Jay C. Hormel Nature Center
PO Box 673
1304 21st St NE
Austin, MN 55912

Follow, Like, Review

507-437-7519
www.hormelnaturecenter.org

Please
recycle this
newsletter!

Facility Rental
The Hormel Nature Center offers a number of spaces to rent for your next event!
• Ruby Rupner Auditorium: great for graduation parties, weddings, and other
events
• Gordon Lonning Resource Room: perfect for small meetings and conferences
• Interpretive Center Classrooms: suitable for medium-sized events (limited
availability)
For complete facility rental details, visit our website: hormelnaturecenter.org/
facility-rental, or call Julie or Nature Center staff at 507-437-7519. We schedule
events one year in advance.

Julie Hecimovich

Astronomical Viewing: Sola Fide Observatory
Come out and discover fascinating facts about the night sky during our free
observatory open house hours! Sola Fide Observatory is open to the public on
specified Saturdays throughout the year (see event schedule on pages 5 & 6). On
these select evenings, Nature Center staff and volunteers are available to assist the
public in viewing the night sky (dependent on clear skies).
Directions: From I-90, take Highway 218 south for 2.5 miles. Turn right (west) onto
County Road 28 and drive 1 mile until you reach a stop sign. Turn left (south) onto
County Road 29 and drive 1.5 miles. Turn right (west) onto 180th Street and drive ¼
mile. The Observatory driveway will be on your right.
(GPS Coordinates: N43° 37.000', W092° 58.550')
For more info, call the Nature Center at 507-437-7519 or visit hormelnaturecenter.org/sola-fide-observatory.

