
Jay C. Hormel 

For nearly 50 years, the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center has existed as a wonderful place 
to go to for a multitude of reasons. For the size of this community to have a nature 
center such as this, it is truly amazing. 

We can thank the vision and the early leadership by chair Dick Nordin and the Austin 
Park and Recreation Advisory Board. There were discussions like, “Where are the 
funds to acquire the land? Who is going to manage it and provide the operation funds 
(city, county, or school)? What do we name this new property? How will it be used?” 

Of course the land in question was a significant portion of the Jay C. Hormel estate, 
now part of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center. In the late ’60s, there was a proposed 
strip mall development. In discussing this with Dick Nordin, I learned that this 
proposal, more than anything else, drove the desire of the community to acquire the 
land in order to protect it. 

The people of Austin said no to this proposed development. Why? Their memory was 
long. Jay Hormel, who died too young in 1954, was a highly respected and a well-
loved Austin businessman who just happened to love trees. It didn’t seem appropriate 
to take down the trees that he loved and had planted. Jay Hormel had directed his 
staff, led by Roy Anderson, to plant over 200,000 trees from the late 1920s to the 
early 1950s. The community’s voice was heard. This land needs to be protected from 
development! In March of 1971, the first 123 acres were acquired by the City of 
Austin. Hurrah!!! The Jay C. Hormel Nature Center begins. 

There are now 518 acres, a big gneiss rock, ten miles of hiking and ski trails, woods, 
prairie, water, and wildlife. We have grown and we continue to explore and teach 
about our natural world. 

2016 is going to be another great year for the Nature Center. A new multi-million 
dollar interpretive center will be constructed. The dollars have been raised to build 
the building. Our six-million-dollar goal for the building has not been met, but the bids 
came in lower than anticipated to allow us to meet our budget. We are also able to 
proceed with our exhibit construction and fabrication. We are finalizing our 
fundraising efforts to finance all of the proposed exhibits. We are still encouraging 
donations. If you haven’t contributed, you will want to be on the “cool” bird donor wall. 

One other project that is going to be a wonderful addition to the Nature Center is a 
new coffee table book entitled The Essence of Place: The Story of the Jay C. Hormel 
Nature Center, with photographs by John Duren and essays by Douglas Wood. I have 
seen their work, and I am so pleased with it. It is more than exceptional. You will want 
one of these books. The profit will provide dollars for staff and programs. (Please note 
the program and book signing on June 30!) 

On behalf of the Austin City Council, the Austin Park and Recreation Board, and the 
Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center, I thank all of you for your support and love 
of the Nature Center. The Nature Center is a reflection of who we are and what we 
care about. This is a special place for you to enjoy. 

For the Wild Ones and the Little Ones, 

— Larry Dolphin 
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In the end 
we will conserve only what we love; 

we will love only what we understand; 
and we will understand 

only what we have been taught. 

— Baba Dioum 



From the Nature Center Desk 
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Ben Sherman — New Naturalist Intern 

“Life is not measured by the breaths you take, but by the moments that take your breath away.” 
Unplug yourself from technology and rediscover your connection to the natural world with 
a walk at the Nature Center. You may well experience a moment in nature that will take 
your breath away. I have been blessed with more than a few moments in nature that 
have taken my breath away since the 1970s when I first discovered King’s Woods as a 
teenager. Those first nature observations remain embedded in my memory: a fawn being 
born, a dragonfly emerging from its nymph shell, a mother fox calling to her kit as we 

walked along the south trail, and the morning I came in to work to find that the prairie was full of hundreds of beautiful 
Argiope (garden spider) orb webs in the morning dew. Over the decades, my husband Duane and I have shared many more 
breathtaking moments in nature with our two daughters, Nicole and Lisa; and now we have the privilege of sharing these 
nature experiences with our four grandsons: Weston, Carson, Bode, and Jackson. They are priceless memories shared with 
family and friends. 

2015 was a busy year for the Nature Center, with 12,508 people participating in our 362 programs. Our annual general 
attendance averages between 65,000 to 70,000 visitors! 2016 should be no exception—our Senior Specials and Nature 
Play afternoons return this summer with a new lineup of entertaining and informative presenters. Our 3rd annual Water 
Festival, “Clean Water ~ We all live downstream,” features folksinger and fellow Minnesotan Peter Mayer, back by popular 
demand. We are offering exciting Summer Adventure Classes for youth that fill up quickly every year, with registration 
beginning on April 7 at 8:00 a.m. Summer Adventure scholarships are available courtesy of the many generous donors who 
contribute to this fund. In the summer of 2015, we gave out 61 scholarships to allow area youth to participate in our 
classes for free or at a reduced rate. 

Wildlife photographer John Duren will again teach the Nature Photography classes for youth and families. Youth ages 14 
and under can then enter to win prizes in the Friends of the Hormel Nature Center Nature Photography Contest. We create 
beautiful nature photo cards with the photos the youth take here, and we offer the cards to the public for purchase. They 
have sold out fast, so this year we ordered more photo card sets and still have a nice selection for sale. John Duren and 
Douglas Wood’s book The Essence of Place: The Story of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center will be available for sale in June 
with three book signing events on Thursday, June 30. 

The Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center are happy to announce that we are planning another coach bus trip in 
September (for current 2016 Friends members only). This tour will take you to the Minnesota Sea Life Aquarium at the Mall 
of America, the world’s largest underground aquarium (with a special backstage tour!), and Saint Paul’s Como Zoo. Our 
new 2016 intern, Ben Sherman, will be the tour leader for this exciting trip. Please read more about Ben below. Jacob 
Burkhart will join our staff in May as our new 2016 summer intern. Jacob is a 2015 graduate of Austin High School who 
attends college at the University of Duluth. You can read about Jacob’s summer internship experience in the fall newsletter. 
Welcome, Ben and Jacob! 

This year is the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center’s 45th anniversary, and what better way to celebrate than to break ground for 
the new Interpretive Center this spring! You can enjoy watching the construction progress throughout the year. 

Let’s spring into summer with the many programs, classes, and outdoor opportunities we have for you! 

— Julie Champlin 

Arriving at work one of my first mornings as a new intern, I felt so lucky to have such a beautiful 
“office”: sunrise over the snow-covered prairie, trees flocked in frost, and cardinals and 
chickadees decorating the low branches. In my first months at the Nature Center I’ve already 
learned so much, due in large part to the wonderful staff and volunteers showing me the ropes. 
I’m getting to know all of the educational animals, I’ve learned again how to cross country ski, 
and I’m quickly realizing the skill and commitment it takes to run such a unique place. 

Growing up in Austin, field trips, science fairs, and classes here at the Jay C. Hormel Nature 
Center fueled my curiosity and kept me asking a lot of questions. Looking back, I’m sure the 
trajectory of my academic career was set from a very early age. At university I continued to learn all about the natural 
world, studying all types of biological and earth science—in the lab and out-of-doors. In the spring of 2015, I graduated from 
Tufts University with a double major in Biology and Environmental Science. My studies have led me on one-of-a-kind 
adventures, including a research expedition on a remote island in the Bahamas, and a position in California exploring 
caves and mines, studying rare bats. 

After so many exciting travels, it feels right that I’ve returned to Austin, where my passion for the outdoors really began to 
grow. I would like to sincerely thank Larry Dolphin; he was an inspiration to me then, and his relentless passion for 
teaching drives me to learn and improve. I would also like to thank the Friends of the Hormel Nature Center for their 
generous, continuing support. Their contributions not only support my position but allow the Nature Center to provide world
-class outdoor education opportunities to our community. 

In the year to come, I am looking forward to teaching, creating my own curriculum, and leading the Friends Bus Tour! I can’t 
wait to share my own enthusiasm for nature with students and visitors of all ages. This will be a very exciting year for the 
Nature Center and I feel privileged to participate in the changes, and to have the opportunity to give back to the people and 
the place that helped set me on this incredible path. 

— Ben Sherman 

Argiope (photo by Marilyn Sucha) 



Celebrate the importance of clean water 
with this free, family-friendly event. 

Enjoy water fun throughout the week, starting with a three-day water-
themed class for 8- & 9-year-olds, including a special family field trip 

day (details on page 9)! All participants on Friday’s service day 
will receive one free kayak or canoe rental valued at $10.00. 

Please RSVP for programs and service day activities: 
507-437-7519 / info@hormelnaturecenter.org 

Water Festival Kickoff Program: 
Monday, July 11 

Cody Fox: Clean Water Project Update 
(with a special appearance by Terra Loam!) 

7:00 p.m. • Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

Cody Fox, project manager for the Cedar 
River Watershed District, will present on 
the CRWD’s nearly $8 million, five-year 
Capital Improvement Project (CIP) 
focused on improving water quality and 
reducing flooding. Most of the projects 
are upstream of Austin and located in 
the Dobbins Creek subwatershed due to 
its propensity for flash flooding. Program 
cosponsored with Austin Izaak Walton 
League. 

Please RSVP by July 8. Read more on 
page 6. 

Wednesday, July 13 Thursday, July 14 Friday, July 15 
Water Festival Musical Guest 

Peter Mayer 
Folk Singer-Songwriter 

Ruby Rupner Auditorium 
7:00 p.m. 

Come and let the music of 
Minnesota native Peter Mayer take 
you beyond the boundaries of “folk” 
to a place of wonder at the very fact 
of life itself. (And watch out for an 
appearance by the bag monster!) 
RSVP by July 12. Read more about 
Peter on page 6. 

Nature Play: 1:00-4:00 p.m. 
Enjoy our special water-themed 

activities, including: 
1-4 p.m.: Canoeing/Kayaking; Pond 

Scooping 

2 p.m.: Staff-led water quality testing of the 
pond and Dobbins Creek—Check levels of 
nitrates, phosphates, dissolved oxygen, 
E. coli, & turbidity. 

2:30 p.m.: Crayfish Hunting in the stream 

3 p.m.: Water Survival Game—Become a 
raindrop and travel through the water 
cycle! Can you stay clean? 

Clean Water Service Day 
Join Nature Center 
staff & community 
volunteers to work 
toward keeping the 
water that we send 
downstream clean! 

Just by participating, each individual will 
earn a free kayak or canoe rental valued 
at $10.00. (Preregistration is required.) 

8:30 a.m.: River Cleanup—“Leave it cleaner 
than you found it” as you canoe a stretch of 
Dobbins Creek or the Cedar River. 

8:30 a.m.: Staff-led water quality testing of 
Austin’s waterways—Check levels of nitrates, 
phosphates, dissolved oxygen, E. coli, & 
turbidity. 

8:30-11:30 a.m.: No Dumping/Drains to River—
Join Nels Rasmussen, City of Austin Water 
Quality Specialist, to attach these “reminder” 
plates to storm drains around Austin. 
Contact Nels at 507-437-9955 or 
nelsr@ci.austin.mn.us to schedule a time. 

1:30 p.m.: Staff-led water quality testing of 
Austin’s waterways—Check chemical levels, 
dissolved oxygen, E. coli, & turbidity. 

2:00 p.m.: “Everything has to go somewhere”—
Educate yourself with a sewage treatment 
plant tour! Sign up at the Nature Center. 

It’s under our feet and 
in the air we breathe. 
It makes up about 70% of 
our bodies and of the earth’s 
surface. Water connects all living things! 

Two more opportunities 
to enjoy the music of 

Peter Mayer: 
Senior Special: 9:30 a.m. 

Family Concert: 1:00 p.m. 
Ruby Rupner Auditorium 
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3rd Annual Water Festival: July 11-15 

Project location map 



What’s Happening with Friends 
February 15, 2016: 

At this writing, there are signs of spring at the Nature Center. Chickadees are 
singing their “hey, sweetie” spring song. Woodpeckers are drumming on trees. 
Pretty soon the cardinals will start singing. The red dogwood is getting redder, 
and willows are getting yellow. Even Guka the barred owl knows it’s spring. He’s 
been hooting, “who cooks for you,” every day while the fifth graders are having 
lunch. 

The fifth grade classes have been coming for their Nature Center field trips. 
They like the bird adaptation program. They are fascinated with the great birds 
at the feeders east of the Interpretive Center. And they really like the half day of 
cross country skiing (most of them do, anyway). We have good birds to show 
them: pine siskins most days, at least one common redpoll, turkeys once in a 
while, and plenty of the usual feeder birds. Due to last year’s construction, it 
can be pretty cold and windy around the Ruby Rupner building, but once the 
work is done, we’ll put in some better shelter for the feeders and bird banders. 

Skiing has been good this year. We’ve had sufficient snow and Mike has kept 
the trails in good shape. Now that the DNR has decided not to groom trails at 
the state parks, the Nature Center has the only groomed trails in the area, and 
we’re happy to have them. 

I want to say thank you to Friends members and supporters for your 
contributions to our funding of the work of the Nature Center and to our 
campaign to pay for the exhibits in the new building. Thanks to your 
memberships, contributions, and support of the Thanksgiving Feast, we’ll again 
fund the intern position, help with funding for the new full-time naturalist, 
provide extra help for the many summer activities, and provide extensive 
programs and activities for participants of all ages. We’ll also fund conservation 
work like buckthorn removal, plantings, and site work on the new property on 
the north end. We’re nearing our target for funding the exhibits at the new 
Interpretive Center that will go up this year. 

Thanks also to Scott Richardson for his service on the board. We’ll have to 
figure out how to fill the gap that he leaves. He helped with all our major 
projects, and you could count on him to come up with very creative questions 
and ideas. Rachel Stange will replace Scott on the board. She teaches grade 
school science. Education is a primary focus of the Nature Center, and we look 
forward to her participation and enthusiasm. 

We have 61 guest members again this year. We invite you to join in our 
activities and programs, and we hope that next year you’ll continue with us as 
regular members (that’s kind of why we have guest 
members). Partly thanks to last year’s guest members, 
we now have the highest membership ever. In this 
newsletter, you’ll see information on the special 
membership benefits we’re offering this year. 

Thank you again for your support, and I hope you’ll get 
out and enjoy your Nature Center. 

— Pete Mattson, President 
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Friends of the 
Jay C. Hormel Nature Center 

Mission Statement: 
To enhance and encourage environmental 

education, scientific opportunities, 
and the enjoyment of nature at the 

Jay C. Hormel Nature Center. 

Membership Benefits: 
An opportunity to support and promote 
environmental education programming. 

The satisfaction of knowing you are helping 
to preserve the incredible Jay C. Hormel 

Nature Center for future generations. 

A subscription to Nature Center News, a 
semiannual publication of the Jay C. Hormel 

Nature Center, delivered to your home or 
in electronic format to your inbox. 

An invitation to the Friends Annual Meeting. 

$5.00 off each child’s fee for all 
Summer Adventure Programs 
(parent must be a member). 

$5.00 off tickets to the Thanksgiving Feast 
fundraiser (non-member price: $40.00). 

Members-only bus tour field trip. Cost of bus 
paid by Friends, participants take care of their 

own admission fees (when applicable) and food. 

Members-only events and classes for 
youth and families at the Nature Center. 

An opportunity to give a one-year gift 
membership to a non-member. Information will 
be included in the membership renewal mailing 

around Thanksgiving, to be applied in 2017. 

Membership Levels: 
Supporter: $25-$39 

Contributor: $40-$64 
Advocate: $65-$99 

Steward: $100-$149 
Patron: $150-$249 

Founder: $250-$499 
Lifetime Member: $500 & up 

Please send membership fee to: 

Ron Walth, Treasurer 
Friends of the Hormel Nature Center (FHNC) 

P.O. BOX 83 
Austin, MN 55912 

Friends-Only Maple Syrup Making Class 
Saturday, April 2, 2:00-4:00 p.m. (Interpretive Center basement) 

Maple syrup has a story as rich as its taste! Come to the Hormel Nature Center to discover the history, 
biology, and exciting process of making maple syrup. We will begin indoors, where participants will learn 
about the ancient discovery of maple sugar, tree anatomy and the different trees that can be tapped, 
and how harvest methods have changed over the years. A short hike will bring the group to the maple 
grove to tap a tree and collect sap, and to the Sugar Shack, where the cooking happens! There we’ll 
discuss the science of cooking a great batch of maple syrup (it takes 40 gallons of sap to make 1 gallon 
of syrup). After following the sap’s journey from tree to bottle, participants will sample some syrup! 

Jay C. Hormel Nature Center Maple Syrup will be available for purchase following the class (based on 
availability). (Note: Depending on possible snow and melting conditions, appropriate footwear is 
necessary to experience the outdoor portion of this program.) 

You must be a current 2016 Friends member to register for this FREE event. If you aren’t a member, now is the time to 
join! Space is limited to 30 participants. Please sign up by April 1 (507-437-7519 or info@hormelnaturecenter.org). 



Spring Bird Watching 
Thursday, May 5 • Tuesday, May 10 
Thursday, May 12 • Tuesday, May 17 

6:30-8:00 a.m. 
Interested in birding by sight and sound? Meet in the Nature Center parking lot 
at 6:30 a.m. and join fellow birders for a hike on the Nature Center trails. 
Accompany the group for any part of an hour and a half. This is the prime 
migration period and an excellent time to see a variety of colorful birds. 
Binoculars will be provided upon request. Cosponsored with Austin Audubon. Page 5 

Earth Day Celebration: Douglas Wood & the WildSpirit Band 

Thursday, April 21, 7:00 p.m. 

Celebrate the 46th anniversary of Earth Day with music and refreshments! 
The WildSpirit Band members are: international best-
selling author and acoustic music wizard Douglas Wood, 
ace Minnesota flat-picker and guitarist Steve Borgstrom, 
and bassist Bryan Wood. They play great American music 
that comes straight out of the great outdoors—from 
Appalachian bluegrass to Mississippi blues, from Chuck 
Berry to Earl Scruggs to CCR to a small mountain of 
sparkling originals. Performing on banjo, mandolin, six- and 
twelve-string guitars and bass, and with outstanding three-
part vocal harmonies, WildSpirit is “like a prairie wind 
blowing through a concert hall.” Please RSVP by April 19. 

2016 Spring Special Events (in Ruby Rupner Auditorium unless otherwise noted) 

Stan Tekiela: “Feathers: A beautiful look at a bird's most unique feature” 
Tuesday, April 19, 7:00 p.m. 

Every bird is covered with thousands of feathers. Each of these feathers is a 
combination of incredible engineering and absolute beauty. Feathers help birds 
keep cool on hot summer days, warm on cold winter nights, and they protect 
birds from harmful ultraviolet light from the sun. Birds use their feathers to attract 
mates during breeding season. Feathers also help to conceal nesting birds that 
are incubating precious eggs. And let’s not forget that feathers give birds the 
ultimate freedom—flight. 

This presentation, based on Stan’s award-winning book, is stunningly illustrated 
with hundreds of feathers and fun facts all delivered with Stan’s sense of humor 
and playfulness. Cosponsored with Austin Audubon. Please RSVP by April 18. 

Friends & Volunteer Appreciation Night 
Join us for pie, ice cream, and live comedy 

with Chris Anderson: “BIRDS! (and other stuff)” 
Thursday, April 14, 6:30 p.m. 

Find out why it’s great to be a birder and a Minnesotan. Chris will explore which bird is 
the most Minnesota Nice, which has the best Minnesota accent, and which bird is the 
biggest Vikings fan. He’ll also take a look at his own transition from Star Wars novel-
reading indoor kid to someone who can walk across his lawn barefoot and identify a 
Northern Shrike while in a moving car. Who doesn’t remember that first shrike spotting? 

We will pay tribute to all of our Friends of the Hormel Nature Center and our special 
volunteers at this program. Please RSVP by April 12. 

The following events are all FREE and open to the public. RSVP by phone (507-437-7519), 
email (info@hormelnaturecenter.org), or in person at the Interpretive Center. 



2016 Summer Special Events in Ruby Rupner Auditorium 
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David Stokes is that popular guy with the gray beard and bald head who 
happens to be a Wisconsin Association for Environmental Education 
Teacher of the Year and an “Aldo Leopold” award winner. He sings and 
engages audiences of all ages in nature study. Using live creatures and 
animal artifacts, songs and short stories, David makes learning fun. 
David’s philosophy? “I believe in entertaining while educating… No one 
is too old to get involved. The secret to life is to participate.” 

Participants at David’s morning Senior Special will enjoy “Nature’s 
Music: The Sounds Animals Make & Why.” Through photos, vocal 
imitations, and recordings, get to know noisemakers like frogs, birds, 
wolves, insects, and more! 

Discover the joys of nature with David! Please RSVP by June 15. 

Naturalist 
& Entertainer 

David Stokes 
Thursday, June 16 

Senior Special: 9:30 a.m. 
Family Program: 1:00 p.m. 

Come join photographer John Duren and writer 
Douglas Wood as they share their new book, The 
Essence of Place: The Story of the Jay C. Hormel 
Nature Center. John will tell the stories behind 
some of his most memorable images, while 
Doug will dive into the history of the Nature 
Center, explaining how it came to be the place it 
is today. This 200-page hardcover book, with full
-color photographs, celebrates the ecosystems, 
wildlife, and the people of the Nature Center. 

Stick around after each program to get your copy of this one-of-a-kind book, and 
get it signed by John and Doug! Please RSVP by June 29. 

Minnesota Singer-Songwriter 
Peter Mayer 

Water Festival Musical Guest 

Wednesday, July 13 
Evening Concert: 7:00 p.m. 

Thursday, July 14 
Senior Special: 9:30 a.m. 

Family Concert: 1:00 p.m. 

Back by popular demand, Peter Mayer joins us for our Water 
Festival (with an appearance by the bag monster on 
Wednesday evening)! With ten CDs to his credit, Peter writes 
songs about interconnectedness and the human journey, 
about the beauty and mystery of the world. Whimsical, 
humorous, and profound, Peter’s music breaks the 
boundaries of “folk” and transcends to a place of wonder at 
life itself. Peter began playing guitar and writing songs in 
high school and studied theology and music in college. He 
worked as a church music director for eight years while 
performing at clubs and colleges and recording his music. In 
1995 he started touring full time, and since then has 
gradually gained a dedicated, word-of-mouth following, 
playing shows across the country. Sample his music at 
www.petermayer.net. Please RSVP by July 12. 

Join the Austin Ikes for a clean water project update to kick off Water 
Festival Week (with a special appearance by Terra Loam)! 

Cody Fox, project manager for the Cedar River Watershed District, will 
present on the CRWD’s nearly $8 million, five-year Capital Improvement 
Project (CIP) focused on improving water quality and reducing flooding. 
Most of the projects are upstream of Austin and located in the Dobbins 
Creek subwatershed due to its propensity for flash flooding. In August 
2015, this innovative and historic initiative received a $3.2 million grant 
from The Hormel Foundation at the request of Vision 2020 Waterways! 
(CRWD and the State of Minnesota will provide the remaining project 
funds.) Program cosponsored with Austin Izaak Walton League. Please 
RSVP by July 8. 

CRWD 
Project Manager 

Cody Fox 
Water Festival 

Kickoff Program 

Monday, July 11 
Evening Program: 7:00 p.m. 

Enjoy storytelling at its best with Al Batt of Hartland, Minnesota! Al is 
a writer, speaker, storyteller and humorist, writing humor and nature 
columns for many newspapers and magazines, including “Bird 
Watcher’s Digest.” He also writes a number of popular nationally-
syndicated cartoon strips and is author of the book, “A Life Gone to 
the Birds.” In addition to speaking at various festivals, conferences 
and conventions all over the world, Al does regular radio shows 
about nature and even hosted TV shows for many years! 

The morning Senior Special will feature “More stories than the 
Empire State Building by Al Batt, naturally.” Al will be back for the 
afternoon Family Program with “A pocket full of stories and heaps of 
happy tales.” Please RSVP by June 22. 

Storyteller 
Al Batt 

Thursday, June 23 
Senior Special: 9:30 a.m. 

Family Program: 1:00 p.m. 

Photographer John Duren 
& Writer Douglas Wood 

Thursday, June 30 
Senior Special: 9:30 a.m. 

Family Program: 1:00 p.m. 
Evening Program: 7:00 p.m. 



Pat Surface and his award-winning 
backup musicians, the Boundary Water 
Boys, and Donna Surface, performance 
artist in sign language, return for the 
Don Deines Alzheimer’s fundraiser! 

“Remember When — Songs of the ’50s, 
’60s, & ’70s” takes you on a memorable, 
nostalgic journey back in time! This 
surprising and interactive performance 
event includes stories, humor, and sing-

alongs to classic songs. Return to a time when the lyric and melody were the essence 
of a song. Reminisce to old favorites that will bring back memories of bell-bottoms, 
Woodstock, and when gas was 34 cents a gallon! Groove to the timeless music of 

John Denver, The Beatles, Bob Dylan, Jim Croce, James Taylor, Simon & Garfunkel, The Eagles, America, and more! 

Please note the 10:00 a.m. start time for the Saturday Senior Special concert. Freewill donations will be accepted for 
Alzheimer’s research. Please RSVP by August 5. 
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Don’t miss the finale of our free summer entertainment season 
with one-of-a-kind children’s performer Tom Pease! Since 1980, 
Tom has been performing for children, families, and educators 
throughout the country. Through movement, sign language, 
humor, and joy, Tom creates concerts that leave audiences 
laughing and singing. Tom has a singular ability to reach, teach, 
and simply connect with every crowd—children and adults alike 
can’t sit still when he performs! Woven through his 
performances are inspiring themes of respect for one another 
and our world, the importance of community, and the power of 
laughter. Please RSVP by August 24. 

Look up in the sky on a warm summer evening and you will 
almost always see small, fluttering shapes dipping and 
swooping not far above. Whether you are fascinated or a 
little frightened by bats, join Ben Sherman, our 2016 
Naturalist Intern, to learn more about these vital yet 
mysterious mammals. Ben’s hands-on experience studying 
bats along the West Coast has given him interesting first-
hand information and stories to share. 

Part 1: Bats make up more than one-fifth of all known mammals, and seven species can be 
found here in Minnesota. Bats protect crops, pollinate plants, disperse seeds, and are 
extremely important to the balance of many ecosystems. We will unravel some common bat 
myths and misunderstandings as we learn about several species of bats—from their 
behavior, senses, and diet (not blood!), to the major threats facing bats in the U.S. The more 
we know, the better friends and advocates we can be for these important mammals. 

Preregister by July 20 to enter to win a bat house (a $40 value)! There will also be a prize drawing for a copy of Stellaluna, 
a wonderful story about a young fruit bat. Additional bat houses will be available for sale following the day programs. 

Part 2: Participants in the Senior and Family Programs are encouraged to return for the evening portion of the program, 
held at 8:30 p.m. (sunset is 8:44 p.m.), to see these amazing creatures in action and learn more about them during their 
waking hours. Please RSVP by July 20. 

These events are all FREE and open to the public. RSVP by phone (507-437-7519), 
email (info@hormelnaturecenter.org), or in person at the Interpretive Center. 

For more information on Senior Specials, see page 12. Please turn back to page 3 for more Water Festival details. 
Check page 14 for all the Nature Play activities that accompany each 1:00 p.m. Family Program! 

2016 Naturalist Intern 
Ben Sherman 

Bat Program 
Thursday, July 21 

Part 1 
Senior Special: 9:30 a.m. 

Family Program: 1:00 p.m. 

Part 2 
Evening Program: 8:30 p.m. 

Roger Hellesvig as 
Ole Oleson 

Thursday, July 28 
Senior Special: 9:30 a.m. 

Family Program: 1:00 p.m. 

Come and learn about 19th century Norwegian 
immigration from Nature Center favorite Roger 
Hellesvig as he portrays his great-grandfather Ole 
Oleson! Roger’s program, “An Immigrant’s Tale,” uses 
an immigrant trunk as a focal point as “Ole” tells 
what it was like to immigrate to Minnesota in the mid-
1800s. “Ole” will share some of the traditions that go 
along with items in the trunk, and participants will 
discover the choices immigrants had to make when 
coming to this new land! Please RSVP by July 27. 

Pat & Donna Surface 
with the 

Boundary Water Boys 
& Marina Whight 
Saturday, August 6 

Senior Special: 10:00 a.m. 
Family Concert: 1:00 p.m. 
Evening Concert: 7:00 p.m. 

Singer-Songwriter 
Tom Pease 

Thursday, August 25 
Senior Special: 9:30 a.m. 

Family Concert: 1:00 p.m. 

Use the calendar of events on our website at www.hormelnaturecenter.org to help plan your summer! 



Froggy Fun with Billie Jo Wicks — Ages 6 months to 2 years (with an adult) / $5.00 (Free for Friends members) 
Wednesday, July 20; 6:00-7:15 p.m. 
This nature experience is intended for a child with a parent, grandparent, or other adult. Babies and toddlers will 
enjoy a visit to the pond to scoop and look for frogs, salamanders, and other aquatic wildlife. Bring your stroller! 
Children will meet live amphibians. Space is limited to 10 children. 

Little Wonders: Owl Babies with Billie Jo Wicks — Ages 6 months to 2 years (with an adult) 
$5.00 (Free for Friends members) 
Tuesday, August 2; 6:00-7:15 p.m. 
This experience is intended for a child with a parent, grandparent, or other adult. Come and meet the Nature 
Center’s barred owl, “Guka,” our live educational bird (introduced by 2016 Intern Ben Sherman). You and your 
child will enjoy owl activities with music, sound, and movement. We will read Owl Babies by Martin Waddell 
and take a short walk in the woods to look for owls. Bring your stroller! Space is limited to 10 children. 

Twilight Travelers & Froggy Fun with Billie Jo Wicks — Ages 3-4 (with an adult) / $5.00 (Free for Friends members) 
Thursday, July 21; 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
This nature experience is intended for a child with a parent, grandparent, or other adult. As bedtime approaches, 
the crepuscular critters that are active at dusk and dawn come out to play. We will hop, leap, and jump like frogs 
out to the pond and learn more about the aquatic and twilight critters that live here at the Nature Center. Children 
will meet live amphibians. Space is limited to 10 children. 

Little Wonders: Night Life ~ Owl & Friends with Billie Jo Wicks — Ages 3-4 (with an adult) 
$5.00 (Free for Friends members) 
Wednesday, August 3; 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
This nature experience is intended for a child with a parent, grandparent, or other adult. Come 
and meet the Nature Center’s barred owl, “Guka,” our live educational bird (introduced by 2016 
Intern Ben Sherman). You and your child will explore nocturnal animals through activities 
including music, stories, and crafts. We will take a short walk in the woods to look for owls on 
our “owl prowl.” Space is limited to 10 children. 

Billie Jo Wicks has 14 years of experience as an educator, a Bachelor’s degree from Winona 
State, and a Master’s in Education from the University of Minnesota, in addition to being a 
mother of four active boys! 

Little Explorers: Hand in Hand in Nature with David Stokes — Ages 4-5 (with an adult) 
$15.00 ($10.00 for Friends members) 
Monday-Tuesday-Wednesday, June 13, 14, & 15; 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
David Stokes is a father, educator, naturalist, and entertainer who has performed 
throughout the United States and Canada. This class is especially designed for a parent/
grandparent to spend “quality time” in nature with their 4- or 5-year-old child. Each day, 
our adventure will begin inside, and then we will head outdoors to explore. Please dress 
for the weather and bring insect repellent (don’t apply the repellent until you need it). 
Parents may also want to bring a camera for “Kodak” moments. Space is limited to 12 
children and their parent/grandparent/adult guardian. 

Nature Detectives with David Stokes — Ages 6-7 / $15.00 ($10.00 for Friends members) 
Monday-Tuesday-Wednesday, June 13, 14, & 15; 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
Please see Little Explorers description above. The class will be structured the same, but the “detective” activities will be age-
appropriate for 6- to 7-year-old children, and parents are welcome, but not required. Space is limited to 12 children. 

Junior Ranger Rick: Nocturnal Neighbors with Ben Sherman — Ages 6-7 / $15.00 ($10.00 for Friends members) 
Session 1: Wednesday & Friday, July 20 & 22; 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
Session 2: Wednesday & Fri., July 20 & 22; 1:30-3:30 p.m. (Select one of the two sessions) 
Bats are extremely important to ecosystems around the world, and Minnesota is no exception! 
These small, social animals eat fantastic numbers of insects, protecting crops and keeping 
harmful pests in check. Join Ben Sherman, 2016 Naturalist Intern, to arm yourself with new 
knowledge about these furry flyers. Ben’s hands-on research experience gives him unique insights 
into these mysterious mammals. We will play echolocation games, learn about bats’ senses and 
behavior, and dispel some common myths about our nocturnal neighbors. Space is limited to 10 
participants. 

The following summer adventure classes are listed by age, beginning with 6 months, through age 16 and family classes. 
Registration for all of our summer programs begins at 8:00 a.m. on Thursday, April 7, 2016. 
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Junior Naturalists: Nocturnal Neighbors with Ben Sherman — Ages 8-9 / $15.00 ($10.00 for Friends members) 
Session 1: Tuesday-Wednesday, June 28 & 29; 9:00-11:30 a.m. 
Session 2: Tuesday-Wednesday, June 28 & 29; 1:30-4:00 p.m. (Select one of the two sessions) 
Please see Junior Ranger Rick description on previous page. The class will be structured the same, but 
the activities will be age-appropriate for 8- to 9-year-old children. Space is limited to 10 participants. 

Water, Water Everywhere! with Maria Anderson — Ages 8-9 
$25.00 ($20.00 for Friends members), half scholarships available 
Monday-Tuesday-Wednesday, July 11, 12, & 13; 9:00-11:30 a.m. 
It’s under our feet and in the air we breathe. It makes up about 70% of our bodies and of 
the earth’s surface! Water connects all living things, from a tiny tadpole to a beautiful 
prairie flower. Water even connects us to the dinosaurs! Through activities, experiments, 
and pond and creek exploration, we’ll discover how water works, what lives in it, how 
much we all need it, and how we can take care of it. On Wednesday, July 13, family 
members are invited to join the water fun with an off-site field trip to explore a nearby 
restored wetland! Space is limited to 10 participants. 

Monarch Magic — Ages 8-9 / $5.00 (Free for Friends members) 
Session 1: Monday, July 25; 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
Session 2: Friday, August 5; 1:30-3:30 p.m. (Select one of the two sessions) 
Come learn about the amazing metamorphosis of the Monarch butterfly! This class will capture the mystery and 
resilience of the Monarch from egg to migration. We will even search the Nature Center’s prairies for Monarch 
eggs and caterpillars to take home and raise for tagging and release! Space is limited to 10 participants. 

Radical Raptors — Ages 9-11 / $40.00 ($35.00 for Friends members), half scholarships available 
Monday, August 1; 8:30 p.m.: Family/Participant Owl Talk and Calling Class 
Tuesday, August 2; 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.: Day trip to Whitewater State Park and the National Eagle Center 
Discover the raptors, or birds of prey, in your own backyard and at the National Eagle Center in Wabasha, MN. On 
Monday evening, family members may join participants to learn how to call like a barred owl and take an “owl 
prowl” on the Nature Center trails. On Tuesday, participants will travel to Whitewater State Park and the National 
Eagle Center, looking for birds of prey along the way (binoculars provided) and then meeting the live educational 
eagles that reside at the center. Please bring your own lunch on August 2. Space is limited to 10 participants. 

Nature Photography with John Duren — Ages 9-11 / $10.00 ($5.00 for Friends members), full scholarships available 
Session 1: Monday-Tuesday, July 18 & 19; 8:00-11:00 a.m. 
Session 2: Tuesday-Wednesday, August 16 & 17; 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon (Select one of the two sessions or attend both) 
Come learn the basics of nature photography while enjoying the beauty of the Nature Center. This two-
day class will give participants a basic knowledge of the camera, as well as the opportunity to practice 
their new skills on a live bird of prey and other nature and wildlife found at the Nature Center. Learn 
about angles, lighting, and much more as you hike through the Nature Center in search of the perfect 
shot! Nature Center cameras will be available (bring a disc or flash drive if you’d like to take your photos 
home), but you are welcome to bring your own camera if you prefer. Space is limited to 10 participants. 
Photos from this class can be entered into the 2016 Jay C. Hormel Nature Center Photography Contest. 
For more information, see below. 

2016 Jay C. Hormel Nature Center Photography Contest 
Sponsored by Friends of the Hormel Nature Center and Walgreens of Austin 
The 2016 Jay C. Hormel Nature Center Nature Photography Contest is open to any participant who was 14 years of age or 
younger when they took one of the 2016 Nature Photography classes. Only images taken during the 2016 classes may be 
submitted in the contest. 

How To Enter: Upon completion of any of the 2016 Nature Photography classes, students will 
choose one image to enter into the contest. One submission per student. 

Judging: Judging will take place at the Nature Center’s 2016 Thanksgiving Feast on Saturday, 
November 5 at the Holiday Inn, where the photo entries will be displayed in a gallery. All patrons 
in attendance at the Thanksgiving Feast are eligible to vote. We will offer first, second, and third 
place prizes. For more information, contact the JCHNC staff. 

Deadline: The deadline for submission is September 9, 2016. 

Nature Bicycling with Maria Anderson — Ages 10-11 
$15.00 ($10.00 for Friends members) 
Wednesday, August 3; 1:30-4:30 p.m. 
Exercise, fresh air, adventure! Ride on Austin’s bike trails to explore local waterways and other 
natural areas, stopping to study animals and plants along the way. Participants must provide a 
bike and helmet and be prepared to ride 5-10 miles during the class. Space is limited to 8 
participants. 

2015 Photography Contest 

1st Place: Kaylyn Huinker 

Parents! If you are a 2016 member of the Friends of the Hormel Nature Center, get $5.00 off each summer class! See page 4 for more info. Page 9 

8-9 years 
9-11 years 

10-11 years 



Survival Week with Derek Barkeim & Dan Block — Ages 10-12 
$70.00 ($65.00 for Friends members), half scholarships available 
Monday through Friday, June 20-24; 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon (5-day class) 
Spend five days learning wilderness survival and awareness skills to equip you for your next 
outdoor adventure! Practice building shelters, using primitive traps, creating friction fires, 
identifying wild edibles and medicinal plants, and lots more with guest instructor Derek 
Barkeim. On Friday morning, guest instructor Dan Block returns with activities including 
flintknapping, making ashcakes, and practice with the atlatl. Space is limited to 16 participants. 

Monarch Tagging — Ages 10-12 / $5.00 (Free for Friends members), full scholarships available 
Session 1: Thursday, August 18; 1:30-4:00 p.m. 
Session 2: Friday, August 26; 1:30-4:00 p.m. 
Session 3: Wednesday, August 31; 1:30-4:00 p.m. 
Session 4: Thursday, September 1; 1:30-4:00 p.m. (Select one or more of the four sessions) 
In conjunction with research being done through the Monarch Watch organization, students in this 
class will learn to catch, tag, record, and release monarchs to make an amazing 2000-mile 
journey to spend the winter in Mexico. Many monarchs tagged at the Nature Center over the years 
have been recovered in Mexico! Space is limited to 10 participants. 

Canoeing the Root River & Exploring the Blufflands — Ages 11-12 
$100.00 ($95.00 for Friends members), half scholarships available 
Monday, July 25; 10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon: Canoe practice at the Nature Center 
Tuesday, July 26; 8:00 a.m.: Depart the Nature Center to explore Mystery Cave and eat a 
picnic lunch at Forestville State Park, then travel to Eagle Bluff Environmental Learning 
Center and enjoy group challenges and the high ropes course before dinner at the center. 
We’ll complete the day with a campfire and hike before settling in for the night. 
 Please bring your own lunch on July 26. 

Wednesday, July 27: Enjoy breakfast at Eagle Bluff, then canoe and explore a stretch of the Root River. 
 We will return to the Nature Center by 4:30 p.m. 
Fee includes lodging, admission fees for Forestville State Park and Mystery Cave, canoes, lifejackets, 
paddles, high ropes challenge course, and three meals (dinner on July 26, breakfast and lunch on July 27). 
Space is limited to 9 participants. 

Adventure Bicycling with Maria Anderson — Ages 12+ 
$15.00 ($10.00 for Friends members) 
Thursday, August 4; 1:30-4:30 p.m. 
Explore the “wilder” side of Austin by bicycle! We’ll ride on Austin’s bike trails through natural 
areas and along waterways, exploring for plants and animals as we go. Participants must provide 
a bike and helmet and be prepared to ride 10 or more miles during the class. Space is limited to 
8 participants. 

Nature Photography with John Duren — Ages 12-14 / $10.00 ($5.00 for Friends members), full scholarships available 
Session 1: Monday-Tuesday, July 18 & 19; 6:00-9:00 p.m. 
Session 2: Tuesday-Wednesday, August 16 & 17; 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
 (Select one of the two sessions or attend both) 
Come learn the basics of nature photography while enjoying the beauty of the Nature Center. This 
two-day class will give participants a basic knowledge of the camera, as well as the opportunity to 
practice their new skills on a live bird of prey and other nature and wildlife found at the Nature 
Center. Learn about angles, lighting, and much more as you hike through the Nature Center in 
search of the perfect shot! Nature Center cameras will be available (bring a disc or flash drive if you’d 
like to take your photos home), but you are welcome to bring your own camera if you prefer. Space is 
limited to 10 participants. Photos from this class can be entered into the 2016 Jay C. Hormel Nature 
Center Photography Contest. For more information on the contest, see the inset on page 9. 

Shell Rock or Root River Youth Canoe Trip — Ages 12-14+ 
$20.00 ($15.00 for Friends members), full scholarships available 
Tuesday, August 23; 10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon: Canoe practice at the Nature Center 

Wednesday, August 24; 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.: Enjoy canoeing the Root River or 
Shell Rock River. (Water levels will decide the trip destination and activities.) 
 Please bring your own lunch on August 24. Space is limited to 9 participants. 

Page 10 Use the calendar of events on our website at www.hormelnaturecenter.org to help plan your summer! 
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Survival Week with Derek Barkeim — Ages 13-16 
$60.00 ($55.00 for Friends members), half scholarships available 
Monday through Thursday, June 20-23; 1:30-4:30 p.m. (4-day class) 
Spend four days learning wilderness survival and awareness skills to equip you for your next 
outdoor adventure! Guest instructor Derek Barkeim seeks to instill knowledge of and respect for 
the natural world around us by strengthening participants’ connection to nature. Practice 
navigation, natural camouflage and stealth, building shelters, using primitive traps, creating 
friction fires, identifying wild edibles and medicinal plants, and lots more! Space is limited to 16 
participants. 

Family Nature Photography with John Duren 
$10.00 per family ($5.00 per family for Friends members) 
Sunday, August 21; 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
Come learn the basics of nature photography and explore the beauty of the Nature Center with 
your family as you search for the perfect shot. This class will give participants the opportunity 
to practice their new skills on a live bird of prey and then hike in search of other wildlife. 
Nature Center cameras will be available (bring a disc or flash drive if you’d like to take your 
photos home), but you are welcome to bring your own camera if you prefer. Space is limited to 
6 families. Photos from this class can be entered into the 2016 Jay C. Hormel Nature Center 
Photography Contest. For more information on the contest, see the inset on page 9. 

Signup for all classes begins at 8:00 a.m. on Thursday, April 7 
OUR CLASSES FILL QUICKLY! Cash or check only (no registration by phone or email). Fees are nonrefundable. 
Register at the Interpretive Center, or mail your registration information and payment to: Jay C. Hormel Nature 
Center, P.O. BOX 673, Austin, MN, 55912. Please include the following information: title and date of class(es), 
child’s name, address, phone number, and age. 

2016 Summer Adventure Scholarships 
Full scholarships are available for the two-day Nature Photography classes, the Shell Rock River Canoe Trip, and 
Monarch Tagging classes. Half scholarships are available for the Water, Water Everywhere! class, Radical Raptors, 
Survival Week, and the Exploring the Blufflands/Root River Canoe Trip. To receive a scholarship, students must write 
three to five complete sentences about why they want to attend a specific summer adventure class, and thank the 
donors who provide funds for the scholarships. 

Please submit your request and paragraph at the Interpretive 
Center at time of registration, or mail to the Jay C. Hormel 
Nature Center at P.O. Box 673, Austin, MN, 55912. Include 
name, address, phone number, and age. Scholarships will be 
offered on a first-come, first-served basis (one scholarship 
per child). If you have any questions, please call 507-437-
7519 or email info@hormelnaturecenter.org. 

We gave out 61 scholarships to area children in 2015! 

Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center membership benefits for 2016 include a $5.00 discount on each child’s fee for all 
Summer Adventure Programs (parent must be a member). See page 4 for more Friends membership information and benefits. 
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We may occasionally photograph participants during Nature Center events and use those photographs for City of Austin publications. 
If you would prefer that your child not be photographed, you may request this in writing. 

Please note any special needs, medical concerns, or prescription medicine 
needing to be administered by our staff while your child is at the Nature Center. 

13-16 years 
Fam

ily 

2016 Scholarship Donors 
Austin Audubon 

Austin Izaak Walton League 
Mable Hjelmen 

Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center 
In honor of: George Hartson 

Memorials from family and friends of: 
Al Layman and Jim Schmitz 

Thank you, donors! 



We are delighted to offer another great year of Senior 
Specials! Patrons age 55 and older are invited to join us for 
FREE coffee or tea and a cookie, a concert or natural history 
program, and an optional opportunity to take a guided tour 
of the Nature Center trails on one of our two access vehicles. 

Preregistration is REQUIRED for all of the programs, 
with a separate access vehicle signup. 

Themed trail tours are back by popular demand! Following the program and 
refreshments in Ruby Rupner Auditorium, the optional 45- to 60-minute trail tour will 
be led by our staff, guest presenter, or volunteer resident expert and will have a 
specific nature theme. Call 507-437-7519 or email info@hormelnaturecenter.org to 
reserve your seats for the programs and/or trail tours. (We can seat up to 150 guests 
in the auditorium and 12 patrons on our trail access vehicles.) 

Free, private tours on our trail access vehicles are also available! Please see below for details. (The 
Interpretive Center also has two wheelchairs for use on the trails at no charge.) Call 507-437-7519 for more 
information or to schedule a tour. 

FREE Nature & Music Programs! For more details, see pages 6 & 7. 
Please note the 10:00 a.m. start time for the one Saturday Senior Special concert on August 6. 

We want everyone to be able to enjoy 
our beautiful trails! Trail access tours 
are designed for patrons who need 
some assistance in getting out on the 
trails. In addition to the themed tours 
following each scheduled Senior Special 
program above, private tours on our trail 
access vehicles can be scheduled with 
advance notice (a minimum of four days), seven days a week, spring through fall (based on trail conditions and 
the availability of volunteer drivers). Please call 507-437-7519 for more information or to schedule a tour. This 
is a free service funded and provided by the Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center. The Interpretive 
Center also has two wheelchairs for use on the trails at no charge. 

Are you interested in joining our team of volunteer trail drivers? We provide training for the vehicles and tours. 

2016 Summer Senior Specials 

Trail Access Tours 
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9:30 a.m. Thurs., July 21 
2016 Intern Ben 

Sherman: Bat Program 

After the program, join Ben 
on the trails to find out 
what’s new in nature 
today! 

9:30 a.m. Thurs., July 28 
Roger Hellesvig 
as Ole Oleson 

Tour theme: See what’s 
blooming in the midsummer 
prairie with Nature Center 
staff! 

10 a.m. SATURDAY, Aug. 6 
Pat Surface & the Boundary 

Water Boys with Marina 
Whight & Donna Surface 

No trail tour. A freewill offering 
for Alzheimer’s research will be 
accepted, in memory of Don 
Deines. 

9:30 a.m. Thurs., Aug. 25 
Singer-Songwriter 

Tom Pease 

Join Larry Dolphin and Tom 
after the program to tag 
and release monarch 
butterflies for their long 
migration to Mexico! 

9:30 a.m. Thurs., June 16 
Naturalist & Entertainer 

David Stokes 

Experience the trails via 
access vehicle with David 
and Nature Center staff 
after the program! 

9:30 a.m. Thurs., June 23 
Storyteller 
Al Batt 

Following Al’s program, look 
for birds and other “prairie 
home companions” out on 
the trails with Al and Nature 
Center Director Larry Dolphin. 

9:30 a.m. Thurs., June 30 
Photographer John Duren & 

Writer Douglas Wood 

Trail access vehicle tour theme: 
Explore the June prairie with 
Nature Center staff! 

9:30 a.m. Thurs., July 14 
Minnesota Singer-

Songwriter Peter Mayer 

Tour theme for Water 
Festival Week: Discover life 
in the pond and/or stream 
with Nature Center staff. 

Seats five people 

Seats seven people 

Use the calendar of events on our website at www.hormelnaturecenter.org to help plan your summer! 



June 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11    9 p.m. Sola 
Fide Observatory 

12 13 14 15 16 

9:30 a.m. David Stokes Senior 
Special 

1 p.m. David Stokes Family 
Program 

1-4 p.m. NATURE PLAY 

17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 

 
 

9:30 a.m. Al Batt Senior Special 

1 p.m. Al Batt Family Program 

1-4 p.m. NATURE PLAY 

24 25 

9 p.m. Sola Fide 
Observatory 
(details page 
16) 

26 27 28 29 30 

9:30 a.m. John Duren & 
Douglas Wood Senior Special 

1 p.m. John Duren & Douglas 
Wood Family Program 

1-4 p.m. NATURE PLAY 

7 p.m. John Duren & Douglas 
Wood Evening Program 

  

July 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 2 

3 4    11 a.m. Freedom 
Fest Parade 

5 6 7    NO Nature Play this week 8 9 

10 11 

 

 

7 p.m. Cody Fox, Cedar 
River project update 

12 13 

 

 

7 p.m. Peter Mayer 
Evening Concert 

14 

 
9:30 a.m. Peter Mayer Senior 

Special 

1 p.m. Peter Mayer Family Concert 

1-4 p.m. WATER NATURE PLAY 

15 

 
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Clean Water Service 
Day (details p. 3) 

16 

9 p.m. 
Sola 
Fide 
Obser-
vatory 

17 18 19 20 

 

 

 

 

 

6-7:15 p.m. Froggy Fun 
(ages 6 mos.-2 yrs. 
with adult) 

21 

9:30 a.m. Ben Sherman, “Bats” 
Senior Special 

1 p.m. Ben Sherman, “Bats” 
Family Program 

1-4 p.m. NATURE PLAY 

6-7:30 p.m. Twilight Travelers & 
Froggy Fun (ages 3-4 with adult) 

8:30 p.m. Ben Sherman, “Bats” 
Evening Program 

22 23 

24 25 

 

 

 

1:30-3:30 p.m. Monarch 
Magic (ages 8-9) 

26 27 28 

9:30 a.m. Ole Oleson Senior 
Special 

1 p.m. Ole Oleson Family Program 

1-4 p.m. NATURE PLAY 

29 30 

9 p.m. 
Sola 
Fide 
Obser-
vatory 

31       

Jay C. Hormel Nature Center Summer Classes & Programs 
For full descriptions of evening and Thursday programs, please see pages 6-7. For more information 
on Senior Specials, see page 12. Nature Play details are listed on page 14. 

For more information on youth and family classes, see pages 8-11. 
Multi-day classes are boxed in the calendar below. 

www.hormelnaturecenter.org/calendar-of-events 
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9:30-11:30 a.m., Mon.-Tue.-Wed.: David Stokes (ages 4-5 with adult) 

1:30-3:30 p.m., Monday-Tues.-Wednesday: David Stokes (ages 6-7) 

9 a.m.-Noon, Monday-Tuesday-Wednesday-Thursday-Friday: Survival Week (ages 10-12) 

1:30-4:30 p.m., Monday-Tuesday-Wednesday-Thursday: Survival Week (ages 13-16) 

9-11:30 a.m., Tue.-Wed.: Junior Naturalists (ages 8-9) 

1:30-4 p.m., Tue.-Wed.: Junior Naturalists (ages 8-9) 

9-11:30 a.m., Monday-Tues.-Wednesday: Water Class (ages 8-9) 

—— Water Festival Week —————————————— (details page 3) ———————————————————————————————————————— 

8-11 a.m., Monday-Tuesday: Nature 
Photography (ages 9-11) 

6-9 p.m., Monday-Tuesday: Nature 
Photography (ages 12-14) 

9:30-11:30 a.m., Wed. 
& Fri.: Jr. Ranger Rick 
Session 1 (ages 6-7) 

9:30-11:30 a.m., Wed. 
& Fri.: Jr. Ranger Rick 
Session 1 (ages 6-7) 

10 a.m.-Noon, 
Monday: Blufflands/
Root River Canoe 
Practice (ages 11-12) 

8 a.m., Tuesday: Depart for 
Blufflands/Root River Overnight Trip 
(ages 11-12). Return to Nature 
Center by 4:30 p.m. Wednesday. 

1:30-3:30 p.m., Wed. 
& Fri.: Jr. Ranger Rick 
Session 2 (ages 6-7) 

1:30-3:30 p.m., Wed. 
& Fri.: Jr. Ranger Rick 
Session 2 (ages 6-7) 

C
u

t 
h

e
re

 a
n

d
 h

a
n

g
 t

h
is

 p
a

g
e

 o
n

 a
 b

u
ll
e

ti
n

 b
o

a
rd

 o
r 

yo
u

r 
fr

id
g
e

 a
t 

h
o

m
e

! 



Thursday, July 21 
2016 Intern Ben 

Sherman: Bat Program 
1-4 p.m. Canoeing/
Kayaking; Pond Scooping 

2:30 p.m. Monarch 
Caterpillar Hunting 

3 p.m. Bat Survival Game 

Thursday, July 28 
Roger Hellesvig 
as Ole Oleson 

1-4 p.m. Archery; Canoeing/
Kayaking; Pond Scooping 

2:30 p.m.: Monarch 
Caterpillar Hunting 

3 p.m. Frontier Survival Game 

SATURDAY, August 6 
Pat Surface & the Boundary 

Water Boys with Marina 
Whight & Donna Surface 

1-4 p.m. Archery; Canoeing/
Kayaking; Pond Scooping 

2:30 p.m. Dragonfly & Butterfly 
Netting 

Thursday, August 25 
Singer-Songwriter 

Tom Pease 
1-4 p.m. Canoeing/
Kayaking; Pond Scooping 

2 p.m. Monarch Tagging 

3 p.m. Predator/Prey 
Survival Game 

Thursday, June 16 
Naturalist & Entertainer 

David Stokes 

1-4 p.m. Canoeing/
Kayaking; Pond Scooping 

2 p.m. Birdwatching Walk 

3 p.m. Pond Survival Game 

Thursday, June 23 
Storyteller 
Al Batt 

1-4 p.m. Canoeing/Kayaking; 
Pond Scooping 

2 p.m. Birdwatching Walk 

3 p.m. Bird Survival Game 

Thursday, June 30 
Photographer John Duren & 

Writer Douglas Wood 
1-4 p.m. Canoeing/Kayaking; 
Pond Scooping 

2 p.m. Dragonfly Hunting 

3 p.m. Nature Photography 
(please bring your own camera) 

Thursday, July 14 
Minnesota Singer-

Songwriter Peter Mayer 
1-4 p.m. Canoeing/
Kayaking; Pond Scooping 

2 p.m. Water Quality Testing 

2:30 p.m. Crayfish Hunting 

3 p.m. Water Survival Game 

Nature Play Afternoons — Get outside and discover nature with your child! 
Visit the Nature Center between 1:00 & 4:00 p.m. on eight special afternoons, 
and enjoy FREE canoe & kayak rental, pond scooping for aquatic critters, archery, 

netting dragonflies & butterflies, self-guided nature trail activities, and more! 
These events are all FREE and open to the public (adults must accompany children). 

Canoe/kayak availability is first-come, first-served, for an adult (16 & over) with a child. 
Please note the special Water Festival activities on July 14 (more information on page 3). 

Family nature and music programs begin at 1:00 p.m. For program details, see pages 6 & 7. 
Please RSVP by calling 507-437-7519 or emailing info@hormelnaturecenter.org. 

Jay C. Hormel Nature Center Summer Classes & Programs (cont’d) 

August 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 

 

 

 

 
6-7:15 p.m. Owl 

Babies (ages 6 mos. 
to 2 yrs. with adult) 

3 

1:30-4:30 p.m. 
Nature Bicycling 
(ages 10-11) 

6-7:30 p.m. Night 
Life ~ Owl & 
Friends (ages 3-
4 with adult) 

4    NO Nature Play today 
(held on Saturday this 
week) 

1:30-4:30 p.m. 
Adventure Bicycling 
(ages 12+) 

5 

1:30-3:30 p.m. 
Monarch Magic 
(ages 8-9) 

6    Alzheimer’s Fundraiser 

10 a.m. Pat Surface/Boundary 
Water Boys Senior Special 

1 p.m. Pat Surface/Boundary 
Water Boys Family Concert 

1-4 p.m. NATURE PLAY 

7 p.m. Pat Surface/Boundary 
Water Boys Evening Concert 

7 8 9 

3-7 p.m. Owl Program 
at Mower County 
Fair (Game & Fish 
Building) 

10 

3-7 p.m. Dragonfly 
Program at Fair 
(Game & Fish 
Building) 

11    NO Nature Play this 
week 

3-7 p.m. Reptile/
Amphibian Program at 
Fair (Game & Fish Bldg.) 

12 

3-7 p.m. Monarch 
Program at Fair 
(Game & Fish 
Building) 

13 

9 p.m. Sola Fide Observatory 
(details page 16) 

14 15 16 17 18 

NO Nature Play this week 

1:30-4 p.m. Monarch 
Tagging (ages 10-12) 

19 20 

21 

5:30-8:30 
p.m. 
Family 
Nature 
Photog. 

22 23 24 25 

9:30 a.m. Tom Pease 
Senior Special 

1 p.m. Tom Pease Family 
Program 

1-4 p.m. NATURE PLAY 

26 

1:30-4 p.m. 
Monarch 
Tagging (ages 
10-12) 

27 

9 p.m. Sola Fide Observatory 

28 29 30 31    1:30-4 p.m. 
Monarch Tagging 
(ages 10-12) 

Sept. 1    1:30-4 p.m. 
Monarch Tagging (ages 
10-12) 

  

www.hormelnaturecenter.org 

For full descriptions of Thursday & Saturday programs, please see pages 6-7. For more information 
on Senior Specials, see page 12. Nature Play details are listed at the bottom of this page. 

For more information on youth and family classes, see pages 8-11. 
Multi-day classes are boxed in the calendar below. 

10 a.m.-Noon, 
Tuesday: Shell 
Rock River Canoe 
Practice (ages 12-
14+) 

8 a.m.-4:30 p.m., 
Wed.: Shell 
Rock River 
Canoe Trip 
(ages 12-14+) 

9 a.m.-Noon, Tuesday-Wednesday: 
Nature Photography (ages 9-11) 

5:30-8:30 p.m., Tuesday-Wednesday: 
Nature Photography (ages 12-14) 

8:30 p.m. 
Mon.: Radical 
Raptors Owl 
Calling (ages 
9-11 & fam.) 

8 a.m.-4:30 p.m., 
Tue.: Radical 
Raptors Day Trip to 
Eagle Center (ages 
9-11) 
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Canoe & Kayak Rental 

The staff at the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center takes in ONLY birds of prey—
hawks, eagles, falcons, and owls—found in Mower County. (We do not have the 
facilities, extra staff, or expertise to provide care for mammals or other birds.) 
The JCHNC staff will provide primary care for the raptor and then make the best 
decision with our veterinarian, Dr. Mike Williams, regarding assessment and 
treatment for the raptor. Thank you again, Dr. Mike and Jane, for your many 
years of assistance with birds of prey. 

The Nature Center assists 10-18 birds of prey on an annual basis. If you find an 
injured or orphaned hawk, owl, or eagle in Mower County, call Nature Center 
staff at 507-437-7519 for assistance. The raptors are often transported to the 
Raptor Center at the University of Minnesota, Saint Paul Campus. We are 
always looking for volunteer drivers who are willing to transport an injured bird 
of prey to the Raptor Center. Contact the Nature Center staff for more 
information (507-437-7519 or info@hormelnaturecenter.org). 

If you find an injured mammal or bird other than a bird of prey, the closest free Wildlife Rehabilitation Center is in 
Roseville, Minnesota. This facility is an emergency hospital and clinic that provides free medical care for more than 200 
different species of injured and orphaned wild animals. You can transport the injured animal to the Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Center at 2530 Dale Street North, Roseville, MN, or contact them at 651-486-9453. The Nature Center does not offer 
transportation to this facility. 

Injured or Orphaned Birds of Prey (Raptors) 

The Nature Center rents canoes and kayaks for use on Dobbins Creek to East Side Lake or on our pond. 
2016 rentals are available Monday-Saturday (no rentals on Sundays or City of Austin holidays), starting May 
28, through September 24. Rentals are first-come, first-served. No reservations. 

Patrons who are 16 and older may rent canoes and kayaks (children must be accompanied by an adult). 
Single kayaks can be used by children who are in first grade and older. We have six single and two tandem 
kayaks. (Life jackets and paddles are provided.) Patrons are responsible for transport of the canoe or kayak 
to and from the pond or Dobbins Creek. Canoe/kayak rollers are available. 

Individual canoe or kayak rentals are $10.00 for up to three hours. Or purchase 
a punch card for $25.00 and receive five canoe or kayak rentals for half the fee! 
(Check or cash only.) Punch cards are available in $25.00 increments only. We 
are not responsible for lost or stolen cards. 

Our special thanks go to Gary & Pat Ray for 
their generous donation and to the Austin Area 
Foundation for awarding us a grant to purchase 
the eight kayaks, paddles, trailer & equipment. 

When it is not in use as a Nature Center classroom, the Ruby Rupner Auditorium 
is available for private rentals. If you are looking for a place to rent for a special 
occasion (graduation, wedding, groom’s dinner, shower, holiday party, birthday, 
conference, family reunion, anniversary, prom dinner, or memorial), consider 
renting the auditorium! 

The rental fee is $41.00 per hour 
between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 
10:00 p.m., with a $100.00 deposit. We 
schedule events a year in advance. Your 
rental includes free use of our sound 
system. There is a $25.00 additional fee 
for the use of our projector system. 
Smoking and alcohol are not permitted. 
The log cabin is also available for your 
use with the auditorium rental. 

For more information regarding rentals, please call Julie or Nature Center staff 
at 507-437-7519, Monday through Saturday, or visit our website at 
www.hormelnaturecenter.org. 

Ruby Rupner Auditorium Rental 
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Astronomical Viewing: Sola Fide Observatory 

Jay C. Hormel Nature Center 
PO Box 673 
1304 21st St NE 
Austin, MN  55912 

Address Service Requested 

Viewing Schedule 
April 2 9:00 p.m.  

April 16 9:00 p.m. Moon 

May 7 9:00 p.m.  

May 21 9:00 p.m. Moon 

June 11 9:00 p.m. Moon 

June 25 9:00 p.m.  

July 16 9:00 p.m. Moon 

July 30 9:00 p.m.  

August 13 9:00 p.m. Moon 

August 27 9:00 p.m.  

September 10 9:00 p.m. Moon 

September 24 9:00 p.m.  

October 8 8:00 p.m. Moon 

October 22 8:00 p.m.  

Friends members! Sign up now for our first 
spring program on Saturday, April 2—a maple 

syrup making class exclusively for 2016 Friends 
of the Hormel Nature Center! Details on page 4. 

AND . . .  
Mark your calendars for Friends & 

Volunteer Appreciation Night! 
Thursday, April 14, 6:30 p.m. 

Join us for pie, ice cream, and 
live comedy with Chris Anderson: 

“BIRDS! (and other stuff)” 
Find out why it’s great to be a birder and 
a Minnesotan! Read more on page 5. 

We will pay tribute to all of our Friends and special 
volunteers at this program, which is free and open to the 
public. Please RSVP by April 12. 

Please 
recycle this 
newsletter! 

Sola Fide Observatory is open to the public on 
specified Saturdays throughout the year. On 
these select evenings, Keith Snyder and other 
enthusiastic volunteers staff the observatory 
to assist the public in viewing the heavenly 
bodies. Come out and discover fascinating 
facts about the night sky from our resident 
experts as they host free public programs for 
our community! 

DIRECTIONS 

 From Interstate 90, take Highway 218 
south 2.5 miles to County Road 28. 

 Turn right (west) one mile to stop sign. 

 Turn left (south) on County Road 29 for 
1.5 miles to 180th Street. 

 Turn right and go west for 1/4 mile. 
The driveway is on the right. 

GPS COORDINATES 
N43° 37.000', W092° 58.550' 

For more information, call the 
Nature Center (507-437-7519) or 

volunteer Keith Snyder (507-440-1244). 

Check out the web page at: www.hormelnaturecenter.org/sola-fide-observatory Page 16 


