
Jay C. Hormel 

I am very passionate and extremely enthusiastic about building a new Interpretive Center. We 
have this great opportunity to construct a building that is a model of sustainability. The 
building—and the exhibits and displays—will give us a wonderful educational opportunity to 
demonstrate how we can take care of the planet. In doing so, we will better understand the 
imperative of taking care of ourselves and the wild ones we share it with. 

Planet Earth is a life force. “It’s the only home we’ll ever own” (from “Little Blue Ball” on 
Douglas Wood’s album EarthSongs). The new building will use the life forces of sun and water 
to help significantly reduce our operation expenses. Water will be collected off the roof to be 
used in flushing toilets. There will be rain gardens that will provide beauty and water retention. 

One exhibit display highlight will be a video history featuring Jay Hormel and his love of trees. 
Other proposed exhibits include live birds of prey, soil and water conservation, renewable 
energy, weather and climate, forest and prairie ecology, a “creatures of the night” display, an 
aquarium with Minnesota aquatic life, and an early childhood interactive nature room. The 
Nature Center is also proposing an electric car charging station. In addition to serving the 
regional population, our intent is to draw families off the interstate to enjoy the hiking trails, 
the wildlife, the prairie, the forests, and the connected city bike trails. 

Gary Ray, chair of the Hormel Foundation, has suggested we use the donated dollars to 
provide opportunities to reach out to the community to get families outdoors. The building will 
be a focal point, but just as importantly, it will be a starting place for families to go out and 
enjoy the outdoors, using the trail system and enjoying the many nature-related opportunities. 

Now, the final leg of our fundraising process begins. The Hormel Foundation has graciously 
provided five million dollars for the project. The City of Austin, through their capital 
improvement program, will provide a half million dollars. We have also made a request to the 
Hormel Foods Charitable Trust for significant dollars. The building project is six million dollars, 
and the exhibit/display component is budgeted at one million dollars. At this writing, we have 
$315,000 donated for the exhibit displays. Our final push for funding is focused on the 
remaining $685,000 needed for the new exhibit displays. 

Similar to the donor wall at the Hormel Institute, we have set monetary levels of giving. The 
prospective donation levels are as follows: 

Black-capped Chickadee ............................. $100-$999 
Cedar Waxwing ............................................. $1,000-$4,999 
“Timberdoodler” (Woodcock) ....................... $5,000-$9,999 
“Grumpy” the Great Horned Owl ................. $10,000-$14,999 
Ruffed Grouse .............................................. $15,000-$24,999 
Prairie Chicken ............................................. $25,000-$49,999 
“Guka” the Barred Owl ................................. $50,000-$99,999 
“Red” the Red-tailed Hawk .......................... $100,000-$149,999 
Loon, Minnesota’s state bird ....................... $150,000-$249,999 
Bald Eagle ..................................................... $250,000-$499,999 
Founders ....................................................... $500,000-$999,999 
Hormel Foundation ...................................... $5 million 

Once you decide to give and choose your level, please write your check out to Friends of the 
Hormel Nature Center (FHNC). If your donation is between $1.00 and $99.00, please know 
that all donors will be recognized in a donor album which will be on display along with the 
donor wall. We will recognize and appreciate all donors at whatever level you may choose 
to give. Our address is: 

Friends of the Hormel Nature Center 
PO Box 83 
Austin, MN 55912 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at 507-437-7519 or by email at 
larryd@hormelnaturecenter.org. Thank you for your consideration and support. 

For the Wild Ones and the Little Ones, 

Larry Dolphin 
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Tom Butusov — New Naturalist Intern 

Exciting changes are on the horizon for the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center, with the new 
Interpretive Center slated to open in October 2017. We are looking forward to this new 
chapter in the history of the Nature Center. 

The upcoming programs for the spring and summer months will bring the nature 
“experience” to inspire us to learn more about the earth and protect it for generations to 
come. We have an exciting lineup of quality presenters, guest naturalists, folksingers, 
storytellers and more, who will engage and connect us to nature. 

We are offering a new recreational opportunity beginning May 30—kayak rentals! Our thanks 
go to Gary and Pat Ray for their generous donation and to the Austin Area Foundation for 
awarding us a grant to purchase the eight kayaks, paddles, trailer and equipment. 

Our Senior Specials and Nature Play afternoons will return, along with our 2nd annual Water Festival, “Clean Water ~ We all live 
downstream.” We are offering exciting Summer Adventure classes that fill up quickly every year, with registration beginning on April 1 
at 8:00 a.m. John Duren is also returning this summer to teach the Nature Photography classes for youth and families. (Youth ages 
15 and under can then enter to win prizes in the Friends of the Hormel Nature Center Nature Photography Contest.) We create 
beautiful nature photo cards with the photos the youth take here, and we offer the cards to the public for purchase. They sell out fast! 
(We have just a few sets of cards left for sale from 2014.) The Summer Adventure scholarships are available again, courtesy of the 
many generous donors who contribute to this fund. Last year, we gave out 64 scholarships to allow area youth to participate in our 
classes for free or at a reduced rate. 

The Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center are happy to announce that we have scheduled another coach bus trip for Saturday, 
August 29 (for current 2015 Friends members only). This tour will take you to Blue Mounds State Park and the Pipestone National 
Monument in southwestern Minnesota. We also have two other “Friends-only” events (another great benefit of being a current 
Friends member!)—an afternoon “Tree & Spring Ephemeral Plant Hike” on May 3 with our new intern, Tom Butusov, and the “Amazing 
Race,” a special event for youth and families on the evening of August 19. Please read on in the newsletter for more information on 
the many opportunities, programs and classes with which you can refresh your spirit at the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center. 

— Julie Champlin 

Friends of the JCHNC 
2014 Photography Contest 

1st Place Winner: 
Wilson Cobb (Age 11) 

Since I was little, I can clearly remember being curious and excited about the natural world that was always 
around me. I was lucky enough to be surrounded by adults, teachers, and family who always found a way to 
nurture that curiosity, so much so that it became an obsession! This obsession with the environment and our 
natural surroundings soon bled into my schooling, where I focused on the sciences, and eventually led me to 
majoring in and graduating with a degree in Forestry from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 2013. 

My education has led me on many adventures ranging from being a forester, sawyer, and burn technician in 
the oak woodlands of Southern Wisconsin, to studying the interactions of beetle outbreaks and fires in 
Yellowstone National park, to even setting up a plantation in Ecuador, and now to working at the Jay C. 
Hormel Nature Center here in Austin, Minnesota. 

I have many to thank for my new position here at the Nature Center: Larry Dolphin, whose belief in my 
abilities will allow me not only to continue to learn from the current staff, but also to pass my knowledge on 
to other little ones that I meet in the coming year; I also have the utmost appreciation for the Friends of the Hormel Nature Center—
without their support, my position would not be here today. These first few months at the Nature Center have been a whirlwind, and I 
have already done and experienced so much—from teaching (and learning myself) how to cross country ski; befriending the Nature 
Center's owl, Guka; and also learning the ins and outs of the sheer amount of effort it takes to run a place like this! 

Only two months into my internship, I am delighted with the idea that I still have so much time left to learn and teach with such a 
dedicated staff here at the Nature Center. I'm often reminded of a quote by Rachel Carson: “If a child is to keep alive his inborn sense 
of wonder, he needs the companionship of at least one adult who can share it, rediscovering with him the joy, excitement, and 
mystery of the world we live in.” I hope to be that adult, teacher, and mentor to help guide and nurture the curiosity that a ll the little 
ones share as I continue here and with my future career as an environmental educator. 

— Tom Butusov 

Come meet Tom at our first 2015 Spring Special Event: 
Friends & Volunteer Appreciation Night — Tuesday, April 7, 6:30 p.m. 

Join us in Ruby Rupner Auditorium for pie and refreshments!! 

Yellowstone National Park: From the Land to Life 
Ever visited—or interested in visiting—one of the oldest parks in the United States? Join us for a program by 
our new naturalist intern, Tom Butusov, as he takes you on a journey through the natural history and ecology 
of Yellowstone National Park! Yellowstone is one of the most ecologically diverse National Parks in the United 
States, as well as one of the most popular, with almost three million visitors every year. Tom’s two summers 
doing research and his multiple trips to Yellowstone give him a unique perspective on the ecology, history and 
future of the park. Highlights will include the geology, common wildlife, and general ecology of the area. 

We will pay tribute to all of our Friends and special volunteers at this program, which is free and open to the 
public. Please RSVP by Sunday, April 5 (507-437-7519 or info@hormelnaturecenter.org). 



Spring Bird Watching 
Thursday, May 7 • Tuesday, May 12 • Tuesday, May 19 

6:30 a.m. 
Meet in the Nature Center parking lot at 6:30 a.m. and join fellow birders for a hike on 
the Nature Center trails. Join us for any part of an hour and a half. This is the prime 
migration period and an excellent time to see a variety of colorful birds. This program 
is free and open to anyone interested in birding by sight and sound. Binoculars will be 
provided upon request. Co-sponsored with Austin Audubon. 
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Earth Day & New Interpretive Center Fundraiser Celebration: 
Douglas Wood & the WildSpirit Band 

Tuesday, April 21, 7:00 p.m. 
Join us in Ruby Rupner Auditorium for an early spring evening dedicated to 
celebrating the 45th Earth Day with fine music, cookies, punch and coffee. 
Nature Center director Larry Dolphin will give an update on the exciting 
new Interpretive Center project. 

The WildSpirit Band members are: international best-selling author and acoustic music wizard Douglas Wood, ace 
Minnesota flat-picker and guitarist Steve Borgstrom, and bassist Bryan Wood. They play great American music that 
comes straight out of the great outdoors—from Appalachian bluegrass to Mississippi blues, from Chuck Berry to Earl 
Scruggs to CCR to a small mountain of sparkling originals. Performing on banjo, mandolin, 6- and 12-string guitars and 
bass, and with outstanding three-part vocal harmonies, WildSpirit is “like a prairie wind blowing through a concert hall.” 

This program is free and open to the public. Please RSVP by April 20. 

2015 Spring Special Events 
All events in Ruby Rupner Auditorium unless otherwise noted. 

RSVP by email (info@hormelnaturecenter.org), phone 
(507-437-7519), or in person at the Interpretive Center. 

Friends-Only “Tree & Spring Ephemeral Plant Hike” with Tom Butusov 
Sunday, May 3, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 

Enter the Friends Tree Raffle and win a maple tree valued at $75-$100! 

Trees play an essential role in everything from creating habitat for wildlife to creating the oxygen 
you breathe! With six years of forestry experience, our new naturalist intern Tom Butusov will lead 
you on a hike through the forests of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center, where he’ll discuss the 
ecology, uses, and some mythology that goes along with the different tree species found in 
Minnesota! Along the way, we’ll also find, identify, and discuss spring ephemeral plants. 

WIN A TREE for your yard or acreage! All participants in this class can enter the tree giveaway 
raffle (tree delivery available within city limits). You must be a current 2015 Friends member to 
register for this class, which is free and limited to 30 people. Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. on 
April 1. Please sign up by April 30. 

The trail access vehicles will be on hand for those who may need some assistance on the hike; 
just let us know when you register. 

Woodcock “Sky Dance” Walk — Thursday, April 16, 6:45 p.m. 
Come and enjoy one of nature’s most theatrical displays (and a sure sign of spring)—the mating ritual 
of the American Woodcock. After a short introduction to this bird, sometimes called the 
“timberdoodler,” we’ll carpool to one of the area’s best viewing spots for a short walk to witness this 
ritual known as the “Sky Dance,” which begins close to dusk. 

“Knowing the place and the hour, you…wait, watching against the sunset for the woodcock’s arrival. He flies in low…, 
alights on the bare moss, and at once begins the overture: a series of queer throaty peents spaced about two seconds 
apart, and sounding much like the summer call of the nighthawk. 

“Suddenly the peenting ceases and the bird flutters skyward in a series of wide spirals, emitting a musical twitter. Up 
and up he goes, the spirals steeper and smaller, the twittering louder and louder, until the performer is only a speck in 
the sky. Then, without warning, he tumbles like a crippled plane, giving voice in a soft liquid warble…. At a 
few feet from the ground he levels off and returns to his peenting ground, usually to the exact spot where 
the performance began, and there resumes his peenting.” (from Aldo Leopold’s A Sand County Almanac) 

This is a show you won’t want to miss! The program is free and open to the public. Please RSVP by April 14. 



2015 Summer Special Events 
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David Stokes 
Thursday, June 18 

Free Program 
Family/Children’s Program: 1:00 p.m. 

Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

Join Doug Elliott—naturalist, herbalist, storyteller, back-country guide, and 
harmonica wizard—for three programs on June 11, starting with the morning 
Senior Special, “Stories, Songs & Tales on the Trail.” Then check out Doug’s 
afternoon family program, “Wild Tales—Strange but True Adventures in the 
Natural World.” Have you ever dined with a groundhog, been swallowed by a 
snake, or had a swarm of bees fall on your head? Doug has, and he’ll tell you all 
about it, along with lots of laughs and a few soulful harmonica tunes! 

Whether he’s singing about catfish, cawing with crows, extolling the virtues of 
dandelions, pondering the “nature” in human nature, or wailing out a jivey 
harmonica tune, Doug will take you on an unforgettable cultural tour celebrating 
North America’s back country in his evening program, “Woodslore & Wildwoods 
Wisdom: Stories, Songs, & Lore Celebrating the Natural World.” He performs a 
collection of amazing tales, lively tunes, traditional lore, and fact stranger than 
fiction—flavored with more than a few belly laughs. Please RSVP by June 10. 

Terry Dorsey 
Thursday, June 18 

Free Program 
Summer Senior Special: 9:30 a.m. 

Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

Terry Dorsey has been birding for 45 years in the Midwest, Costa 
Rica and Alaska. His vocalizations of birds of the eastern forest 
have been a passion of his ever since he learned to whistle. Along 
with photos, he will introduce the audience to fanciful facts, creative 
chirps, vocalizations and easy-to-remember mnemonic devices to 
help one learn common feeder and forest birds. The session will fly 
by as familiar songs are heard and our colorful, feathered friends 
are discovered. Come and enjoy “Bird Sights & Songs” with our 
fellow Austinite, Terry Dorsey. Please RSVP by June 17. 

Chad Pregracke 
Wednesday, July 8 

Water Festival 
“Clean Water ~ 

We all live downstream.” 

Free Program: 7:00 p.m. 
Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

Karla Bloem & Alice 
Thursday, June 25 

Two Free Programs 
Summer Senior Special: 9:30 a.m. 

Family/Children’s Program: 1:00 p.m. 
Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

Chad Pregracke is leading America’s movement for clean rivers, setting an 
incredible example of passionate commitment to improve our waterways. A 
one-man crusade that started at age 23 in 1998 to clean up the Mississippi 
River has grown to include ten full-time employees, a fleet of four barges, 
two towboats, one crane, six workboats, two skid steers, five work trucks 
and a large box truck to haul trash out of America’s rivers. Chad remains 
the driving force of the Living Lands & Waters organization and still jumps in 
the water, gets his hands dirty and tosses trash into the boat. This 
movement has resulted in over eight million pounds of garbage being 
cleaned out of America’s rivers and has inspired more than 70,000 people 
to volunteer their time and resources. Come and hear this best-selling 
author and environmental speaker tell how one individual can truly make a 
difference. Please RSVP by July 7. Read more about Chad on page 6. 

David Stokes is that very popular guy with the gray beard and 
bald head who happens to be a Wisconsin Association for 
Environmental Education Teacher of the Year and an “Aldo 
Leopold” award winner. He sings and engages audiences of all 
ages in nature study. Using live creatures and animal artifacts, 
songs and short stories, David gets down with his audiences 
and makes learning fun. David’s philosophy? “I believe in 
entertaining while educating.” David also believes that “no one 
is too old to get involved. The secret to life is to participate.” 
Discover the joys of nature with David. Please RSVP by June 17. 

Alice, the great horned owl, lives in a second-story bedroom of 
a rural home in the southeastern part of Minnesota, and she 
believes the woman who lives there, Karla Bloem, is her mate. 
“She was injured when she was three weeks old,” said Karla, 
“and she permanently broke her left elbow joint.” Alice 
imprinted on humans through her recovery, and has been with 
Karla for 16 years. Bring your family and friends to meet Alice 
and hear how she went from being an owlet with a broken 
wing to becoming the star of the Houston Nature Center and 
the new International Owl Center. Please RSVP by June 24. 

Doug Elliott 
Thursday, June 11 

Three Free Programs 
Summer Senior Special: 

9:30 a.m. 
Family/Children’s Program: 

1:00 p.m. 
Evening Program: 7:00 p.m. 

Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

RSVP for the following programs by phone 
(507-437-7519), email (info@hormelnaturecenter.org), 

or in person at the Interpretive Center. 

Al Singer 
Monday, July 6 

Water Festival 
“Clean Water ~ 

We all live downstream.” 

Free Program: 7:00 p.m. 
Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

Al Singer, Dakota County Land Conservation Manager, will kick off Water 
Festival Week with an overview of how one MN county is addressing the 
complex intersections between land, water and people. Dakota County, one 
of the seven core counties of the Minneapolis-St. Paul region, is considered a 
state & national leader in land & water protection and groundwater research. 
In 2002, voters approved a $20 million bond referendum to protect natural 
areas & farmland, resulting in more than 10,000 acres of protected land. The 
county has achieved nearly 100% compliance for ensuring vegetative buffers 
along its rivers and streams and has been testing groundwater for nitrates for 
many years. Come learn about “One County’s Approach to Healthier Land, 
Water and People.” Co-sponsored with Austin Ikes. Please RSVP by July 3. 



Amber Dolphin & the 
Pecatonica String Quartet 

FRIDAY, July 31 
Three Free Programs 

Summer Senior Special: 10:30 a.m. 
Family/Children’s Concert: 1:00 p.m. 

Evening Concert: 7:00 p.m. 
Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

Amber Dolphin’s string quartet returns by popular 
demand. Pecatonica Music was founded in 2008 by 
young, vibrant musicians in the Madison area. The 
group’s name comes from a quaint, twisting stream 
in southwest Wisconsin, the Pecatonica River. From 
elegant Bach to Classic Rock, the quartet will set the 
tone for this Alzheimer’s fundraiser in memory of 
Don Deines. The Pecatonica String Quartet is: Amber 
Dolphin, violin; Maggie Darby Townsend, cello; Carol 
Carlson, violin; and Chris Dozoryst, viola. Please 
note the 10:30 a.m. start time for the Friday Senior 
Special concert. Freewill donations will be accepted 
for Alzheimer’s research. Please RSVP by July 30. 
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Tom Pease will be the finale of our free summer entertainment season. 
With movement, sign language, humor and joy, Tom creates concerts 
that leave audiences laughing and singing. He connects and inspires 
audiences with every show he does. Tom says, “My philosophy on 
singing with kids and their families is I want to help that group find the 
feeling of community with song and laughter. I love celebrating the 
moment we’re in while remembering the past and future of the world 
around us. That ‘moment’ is finding the unique things that are 
happening and celebrating them.” Please RSVP by August 19. 

Peter Mayer 
Thursday, July 9 

Water Festival 
“Clean Water ~ 

We all live downstream.” 

Three Free Programs 
Summer Senior Special: 9:30 a.m. 

Family/Children’s Concert: 1:00 p.m. 
Evening Concert: 7:00 p.m. 

Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

Minnesotan Peter Mayer writes songs for a small planet—songs about 
interconnectedness and the human journey, about the beauty and the 
mystery of the world. Whimsical, humorous, and profound, his music breaks 
the boundaries of “folk” and transcends to a realm beyond the everyday 
love song, to a place of wonder at the very fact of life itself. Peter began 
playing the guitar and writing songs when he was in high school. He studied 
theology and music in college, and then spent two years in seminary. After 
deciding that the priesthood wasn’t for him, he took a part-time job as a 
church music director for eight years, while performing at clubs and 
colleges, and writing and recording his music. In 1995, he quit his job and 
started touring full time. Since then, Peter has gradually gained a 
dedicated, word-of-mouth following, playing shows across the country. He 
has nine CDs to his credit and has sold over 70,000 of them independently. 
Sample his music at www.petermayer.net. Please RSVP by July 8. 

Jaime Edwards 
Thursday, July 16 

Two Free Programs 
Summer Senior Special: 9:30 a.m. 

Family/Children’s Program: 1:00 p.m. 
Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

Join us for this entertaining and educational program—
“Snakes of Minnesota.” Jaime Edwards, Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources Nongame Wildlife 
Specialist, will share interesting and helpful information 
about the snakes found in Minnesota, particularly in the 
southeast portion of the state. She will talk about snake 
characteristics, how to identify the different species, and 
which of our snakes are rattlesnake mimics. She will even 
have several live snakes at the presentation to show the 
ways that some of our local snakes are commonly 
mistaken for rattlesnakes! Please RSVP by July 15. 

Alex Watson 
Thursday, July 23 

Two Free Programs 
Summer Senior Special: 9:30 a.m. 

Family/Children’s Program: 1:00 p.m. 
Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

Learn all about bison with former intern Alex Watson, Austin native and 
Minnesota DNR Regional Naturalist. 

Bison will once again roam the Minnesota River Valley at Minneopa State 
Park! Alex’s morning Senior Special will focus on efforts to establish a 
conservation herd of bison at Minneopa. Hear about what it takes, who’s 
involved, and discoveries made as this park gets ready for bison. 
Archeologists, biologists, park rangers, and geneticists all play a role. 

Come meet “Bison Man” at the afternoon family program! Bison were 
once a part of everyday life for Minnesotans on the prairie. We will 
explore how bison live on Minnesota grasslands today and how people 
have used them to survive. Please RSVP by July 22. 

Al Batt 
Thursday, August 6 

Free Program 
Summer Senior Special: 9:30 a.m. 

Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

Enjoy storytelling at its best with Al Batt of Hartland, Minnesota! Al is a writer, 
speaker, storyteller and humorist, writing humor and nature columns for 
many newspapers and magazines, including “Bird Watcher’s Digest.” He also 
writes a number of popular nationally-syndicated cartoon strips and is author 
of the book, “A Life Gone to the Birds.” He is a trustee of the American Bald 
Eagle Foundation in Haines, Alaska. In addition to speaking at various 
festivals, conferences and conventions all over the world, Al does regular 
radio shows about nature and even hosted TV shows for many years! Please 
RSVP by August 5. 

Tom Pease 
Thursday, August 20 

Two Free Programs 
Summer Senior Special: 9:30 a.m. 

Family/Children’s Concert: 1:00 p.m. 
Ruby Rupner Auditorium 



2nd Annual Water Festival: July 6-10 
Celebrate the importance of clean water with this free, family-friendly event. 

Enjoy activities & guest presenters throughout the festival week as you 
discover how water works, what lives in it, how much we all need it, 
and how we can take care of it. All participants on Friday’s service 

day will receive one free kayak or canoe rental valued at $10.00. 

To help kick off the week, 6-8-year-olds are invited to join 
us for a three-day water-themed class (July 6, 7 & 8), 

including a special family kayaking day (details on page 9)! 

Water Festival Kickoff Program: 
Monday, July 6 
Al Singer — 
Dakota County 

Land Conservation Manager 
7:00 p.m. • Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

2015 is shaping up to be the year of buffers! Buffers play an important 
role in reducing erosion and flooding, filtering pollutants, and providing 
habitat. Join us for Al’s program, “One County’s Approach to Healthier 
Land, Water & People,” and learn about conservation efforts that have 
resulted in buffers along nearly 100% of Dakota County’s rivers and 
streams. Al’s 35+ years of involvement in land conservation education 
& management have helped landowners & organizations permanently 
protect thousands of acres throughout the Twin Cities metropolitan 
region. Please RSVP by July 3. Read more on page 4. 

Wednesday, July 8 Thursday, July 9 Friday, July 10 
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Water Festival Keynote Event! 
Chad 

Pregracke 
7:00 p.m. 

Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

The Mississippi River was 
literally Chad’s backyard 
while growing up. During 
his summer breaks, he worked on the 
Illinois and Mississippi Rivers, camping on 
the shorelines and islands to save money 
and fuel—and realizing how neglected the 
rivers were, with the unsightly and toxic 
accumulation of trash along their banks. 
When calls to government agencies didn’t 
help fix the problem, Chad decided that if 
no one else was going to clean up the 
river, he would. 

In 1998 at age 23, Chad founded Living 
Lands & Waters. The organization has 
since grown to include a full staff and 
fleet of equipment. The crew averages 
nine states a year along the Mississippi, 
Illinois and Ohio Rivers and tributaries. 
Chad has also expanded the mission to 
include several educational workshops. 

Chad has received many honors over the 
years, most notably the Jefferson Award 
for Public Service, America’s version of 
the Nobel Prize. In 2013, he was named 
CNN Hero of the Year. Chad is also the 
author of From the Bottom Up: One Man’s 
Crusade to Clean America’s Rivers. 

Please RSVP by July 7 (507-437-7519 or 
info@hormelnaturecenter.org). 
Read more about Chad on page 4. 

Nature Play 
1:00-4:00 p.m. 

Enjoy our special water-themed 
activities, including: 

Kayaking 

Crayfish Hunting in the stream 

Water Survival Game—Become a raindrop 
and travel through the water cycle! 
Can you stay clean? 

2:30 p.m.: Staff-led water quality testing 
of the pond and Dobbins Creek— 
Check levels of nitrates, phosphates, 
dissolved oxygen, E. coli, & turbidity. 

Clean Water 
Service Day 

Join Nature Center 
staff and community 
volunteers to work 
toward keeping the 
water that we send 
downstream clean! 

Just by participating, 
each individual will earn 
a free kayak or canoe 
rental valued at $10.00. 

(Preregistration is 
required.) 

8:30 a.m.: River Cleanup—“Leave it cleaner 
than you found it” as you canoe a stretch 
of Dobbins Creek or the Cedar River. 

8:30 a.m.: Staff-led water quality testing of 
Austin’s waterways—Check levels of 
nitrates, phosphates, dissolved oxygen, E. 
coli, & turbidity. 

8:30-11:30 a.m.: No Dumping/Drains to 
River—Join Nels Rasmussen, City of Austin 
Water Quality Specialist, to attach these 
“reminder” plates to storm drains around 
Austin. Contact Nels at 507-437-9955 or 
nelsr@ci.austin.mn.us to schedule a time. 

1:30 p.m.: Staff-led water quality testing of 
Austin’s waterways—Check chemical 
levels, dissolved oxygen, E. coli, & turbidity. 

2:00 p.m.: “Everything has to go 
somewhere”—Educate yourself with a 
sewage treatment plant tour! Sign up at 
the J.C. Hormel Nature Center. 

It’s under our feet and 
in the air we breathe. 
It makes up about 70% of 
our bodies and of the earth’s 
surface. Water connects all living things! 

Peter Mayer 
Folk Singer-Songwriter 

Three Free Programs 
Summer Senior 

Special: 9:30 a.m. 
Family/Children’s 
Concert: 1:00 p.m. 
Evening Concert: 

7:00 p.m. 
Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

Come and let the 
music of Minnesota 
native, Peter Mayer, 
take you beyond the 
boundaries of “folk” to a place of wonder 
at the very fact of life itself. RSVP by July 
8. Read more about Peter on page 5. 



Get outside and discover nature with your child! 
Enjoy free canoe & NEW kayak rentals, pond scooping for 

aquatic critters, nature programs, archery, netting dragonflies & 
butterflies, geocaching, self-guided nature trail activities, and more, 

from 1:00-4:00 p.m. on eight select Thursdays & one Friday (July 31). 
Canoe and kayak availability is first-come, first-served from 1:00-4:00 p.m. on 
Nature Play days, for an adult (16 & over) with a child. Please note the activities 
that are part of our 2nd annual Water Festival, “Clean Water ~ We all live 
downstream,” on July 6-10 (see the previous page for more information). 

These events are all FREE and open to the public. (Adults must accompany children.) For 
more information, call or visit our website at www.hormelnaturecenter.org. Please RSVP 
for the 1:00 p.m. family nature and music programs by calling 507-437-7519 or 
emailing info@hormelnaturecenter.org. 

FREE Family Nature & Music Programs! For more details, see pages 4 & 5. 

FRIDAY, July 31, 1:00 p.m. 
Amber Dolphin & the 

Pecatonica String Quartet 

Activities: 

Canoeing 

Pond 
Scooping 

Archery with 
Scott Hanna 

Crayfish Hunting in the stream 

Thursday, August 6 

(No 1:00 p.m. program) 

Activities: 

Kayaking 

Pond 
Scooping 

2:30 p.m.: 
Dragonfly Hunting 

Thursday, August 20, 1:00 p.m. 
Tom Pease — 

Singer & Songwriter 

Activities: 

Kayaking 

Archery with 
Scott Hanna 

2:30 p.m.: 
Butterfly Netting & Monarch Tagging 

Thursday, July 9, 1:00 p.m. 
Peter Mayer — Minnesota 

Folk Singer-Songwriter 

Water Festival 
Activities: 

Kayaking 

Crayfish Hunting 
in the stream 

Water Survival Game 

2:30 p.m.: 
Water Quality Testing 

Thursday, July 16, 1:00 p.m. 
Snakes of Minnesota with 

Jaime Edwards — MN DNR 
Nongame Wildlife Specialist 

Activities: 

Canoeing 

Pond 
Scooping 

2:30 p.m.: 
Geocaching 

Thursday, July 23, 1:00 p.m. 
Bison Man with 

Alex Watson — Minnesota 
DNR Naturalist 

Activities: 

Kayaking 

Pond 
Scooping 

2:30 p.m.: 
Dragonfly 
Hunting 

Thursday, June 11, 1:00 p.m. 
Doug Elliott — 

Storyteller & Naturalist 

 
Activities: 

Kayaking 

Pond 
Scooping 

2:30 p.m.: 
Geocaching 

Thursday, June 18, 1:00 p.m. 
David Stokes — Naturalist 

 
 
Activities: 

Kayaking 

Pond 
Scooping 

2:30 p.m.: 
Dragonfly Hunting 

Thursday, June 25, 1:00 p.m. 
Karla Bloem & Alice, 

the Great Horned Owl 

 
Activities: 

Canoeing 

Pond 
Scooping 

Bird Survival 
Game 

Use the calendar of events on our website at www.hormelnaturecenter.org to help plan your summer! 

Nature Play Afternoons 
1:00-4:00 p.m. 
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Nature Detectives with David Stokes — Ages 6-7 
$15.00 ($10.00 for Friends members) 
June 15, 16 & 17, 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
Please see Little Explorers description above. The class will be structured the same, but the “detective” 
activities will be age-appropriate for 6- to 7-year-old children, and parents are welcome, but not required. 
Space is limited to 12 participants. 

Junior Ranger Rick—Terrific Trees with Tom Butusov — Ages 6-7   $15.00 ($10.00 for Friends members) 
Session 1—July 21 & 22, 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
Session 2—July 21 & 22, 1:30-3:30 p.m.  (Select one of the two sessions) 
Trees play an extremely important role, from creating the air you breathe, to being the home to countless animals, 
to even being in products you use every day! In honor of such an amazing plant, come and join in the fun with our 
naturalist intern, Tom Butusov. Tom’s six years of forestry experience give him special insights into trees—we will 
sing, play and learn about the different parts of a tree, how they grow, and the importance they play in your 
everyday life. Space is limited to 10 participants. 

Water, Water Everywhere! with Maria Anderson — Ages 6-8 
$25.00 ($20.00 for Friends members), 1/2 scholarships available 
July 6, 7 & 8, 9:00-11:30 a.m. 
It’s under our feet and in the air we breathe. It makes up about 70% of our bodies and of the earth’s surface! 
Water connects all living things, from a tiny tadpole to a beautiful prairie flower. Water even connects us to the 
dinosaurs! Through activities, experiments, and pond and creek exploration, we’ll discover how water works, what 
lives in it, how much we all need it, and how we can take care of it. On Wednesday, July 8, family members are 
invited to join the water fun with a morning of kayaking! Space is limited to 10 participants. 

Little Wonders—Owl Babies with Billie Jo Wicks — Ages 6 months to 3 years (with an adult) 
$5.00 (Free for Friends members) 
August 18, 6:00-7:15 p.m. 
This experience is intended for a child with a parent, grandparent or other adult. Come and meet the Nature 
Center’s barred owl, “Guka,” our live educational bird. You and your child will enjoy owl activities with music, 
sound and movement. We will read Owl Babies by Martin Waddell and take a short walk in the woods to look for 
owls. Bring your stroller! Space is limited to 10 children. 

The Zoo in My Backyard with Billie Jo Wicks   $10.00 ($5.00 for Friends members) 
August 18 & 19, 9:00-10:30 a.m. — Ages 2-3 (with an adult) 
August 18 & 19, 12:30-2:30 p.m. — Ages 4-5 (with an adult) 
You may not have lions, tigers and giraffes, but that doesn't mean there aren't other amazing 
creatures to be found around Minnesota, maybe even in your own backyard! Join us as we 
investigate through stories, songs, crafts, outdoor exploration and more! This experience is 
intended for a child and parent, grandparent or other adult. Be sure to dress in outdoor play 
clothes! Space is limited to 10 children. 

Billie Jo Wicks has 14 years of experience as an educator, a Bachelor’s degree from Winona State and a Master's in Education from 
the University of Minnesota, in addition to being a mother of four active boys! 

Little Explorers—Hand in Hand in Nature with David Stokes — Ages 4-5 (with an adult) 
$15.00 ($10.00 for Friends members) 
June 15, 16 & 17, 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
David Stokes is a father, educator, naturalist, and entertainer who has performed throughout the United States and 
Canada. This class is especially designed for a parent/grandparent to spend “quality time” in nature with their 4- or 
5-year-old child. Each day, our adventure will begin inside, and then we will head outdoors to explore. Please dress 
for the weather and bring insect repellent (don’t apply the repellent until you need it). Parents may also want to 
bring a camera for “Kodak” moments. Space is limited to 12 children and their parent/grandparent/adult guardian. 

Classes for ages 6-8 years 

The following summer adventure classes are listed by age, beginning with 6 months, through adult and family programs. 
Registration for all of our summer programs begins at 8:00 a.m. on Wednesday, April 1, 2015. 

Classes for ages 6 months through 5 years 

Membership benefit for 2015 Friends of the Hormel Nature Center: $5.00 off each child’s fee for all Summer 
Adventure Programs (parent must be a member). See page 15 for more Friends membership information and benefits. 

2015 Summer Youth, Adult & Family Classes 
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Radical Raptors — Ages 9-11   $40.00 ($35.00 for Friends members), 1/2 scholarships available 
Monday, June 22, 1:00-3:00 p.m.—Hawk talk, games & competition 
Monday, June 22, 8:30 p.m.—Family/Participant Owl Talk & Calling Class 
Wednesday, June 24, 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.—Day trip to Whitewater State Park & the National Eagle Center 
This summer adventure program is packed with raptor activities and a day trip to the National Eagle Center in 
Wabasha, MN. Using our sight and binoculars, we will identify birds of prey as we travel to Whitewater State Park and 
the National Eagle Center. We will meet the eagle education birds that reside at the center: Columbia, Harriet, Angel, 
Was’aka, and Donald the Golden Eagle. Please bring your own lunch on June 24. Space is limited to 10 participants. 

Bison Class: Give Me a Home Where the Buffalo Roam with Maria Anderson — Ages 9-11 
$40.00 ($35.00 for Friends members), 1/2 scholarships available 
August 3, 4 & 5, 9:00-11:30 a.m., & August 7 day trip, 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  (4-day class, including a day trip to Oxbow Park) 
The tallgrass prairie once stretched as far as the eye could see, and the American bison (or buffalo) roamed 
by the tens of millions! People living on the plains depended on both the bison and the prairie for survival. In 
this class, we will examine bison body parts and find out how they were used; explore the Nature Center’s 
tallgrass prairie; and discover how the bison, the prairie, and the Dakota people were interconnected. On 
August 4, special guests from the Lower Sioux Agency Historic Site will be here to teach us about tipi life and 
seasonal living for Dakota people, including traditional games and gardening! On Friday, August 7, we will visit 
Oxbow Park & Zollman Zoo for a behind-the scenes tour of their bison and other prairie animals, with time to 
enjoy the trails after lunch. Please bring your own lunch on August 7. Space is limited to 10 participants. 

Nature Photography with John Duren — Ages 9-11   $10.00 ($5.00 for Friends members), full scholarships available 
Session 1—July 27 & 28, 8:00-11:00 a.m. 
Session 2—August 24 & 25, 8:00-11:00 a.m.  (Select one of the two sessions or attend both) 
Come learn the basics of nature photography while enjoying the beauty of the Nature Center. This two-day class will 
give participants a basic knowledge of the camera, as well as the opportunity to practice their new skills on a live 
bird of prey, plus other nature and wildlife found at the Nature Center. Learn about angles, lighting, and much more 
as you hike through the Nature Center in search of the perfect shot! Nature Center cameras will be available (bring 
a disc or flash drive if you’d like to take your photos home), but you are welcome to bring your own camera if you 
prefer. Space is limited to 10 participants. Photos from this class can be entered into the 2015 Jay C. Hormel 
Nature Center Photography Contest. For more information, see below. 

2015 Jay C. Hormel Nature Center Photography Contest 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Hormel Nature Center and Walgreens of Austin 
The 2015 Jay C. Hormel Nature Center Nature Photography Contest is open to any participant who is 15 years of age or 
younger and who has taken one of the 2015 Nature Photography classes. Only images taken during the 2015 classes may be 
submitted in the contest. 

How To Enter: At the end of any of the Nature Photography classes, students will choose 
one image to enter into the contest. One submission per student. 

Judging: Judging will take place at the Nature Center’s 2015 Thanksgiving Feast on 
Saturday, November 14 at the Holiday Inn, where the photo entries will be displayed in a 
gallery. All patrons in attendance at the Thanksgiving Feast are eligible to vote. We will 
offer first, second, and third place prizes. For more information, contact the JCHNC staff. 

Deadline: The deadline for submission is September 4, 2015. 

Classes for ages 9-11 years 

Junior Naturalists with Tom Butusov — Ages 8-9   $15.00 ($10.00 for Friends members) 
Session 1—July 14 & 15, 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
Session 2—July 14 & 15, 1:30-3:30 p.m.  (Select one of the two sessions) 
Ever wonder what’s under your feet? How all that dirt affects what we see every day? If so, sign up for an 
exciting trip into the world of soil! In honor of the International Year of Soils, join Tom for some fun 
activities that will help you explore what soil is, learn how it affects plants, and see some of the critters 
that live just below our feet! Be sure to dress in outdoor play clothes and shoes because we may well get 
dirty! Space is limited to 10 participants. 

Monarch Magic — Ages 8-9   $5.00 (Free for Friends members) 
Session 1—July 24, 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
Session 2—August 4, 1:30-3:30 p.m.  (Select one of the two sessions) 
Come learn about the amazing metamorphosis of the Monarch butterfly! This class will capture the mystery and 
resilience of the Monarch from egg to migration. We will even search the Nature Center’s prairies for Monarch eggs 
and caterpillars to take home and raise for tagging and release! Space is limited to 10 participants. 

Classes for ages 8-9 years 

2012 
Photography 
Contest 

1st Place 
Winner: 

Charlie 
Kanne 

Use the calendar of events on our website at www.hormelnaturecenter.org to help plan your summer! Page 9 
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Canoeing the Root River, Geocaching, & Exploring the Blufflands — Ages 11-12 
$100.00 ($95.00 for Friends members), 1/2 scholarships available 

Monday, July 27, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon—Geocaching at the Nature Center 
 1:00-3:00 p.m.—Canoe practice at the Nature Center 
 Please bring your own lunch on July 27, or eat lunch at home and return at 1:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 28, 8:00 a.m.—Depart the Nature Center to explore Mystery Cave. After 
lunch at Forestville State Park, we will travel to the Eagle Bluff Environmental Learning 
Center and get settled in for our overnight stay. In the afternoon, we will challenge the high 
ropes, and then enjoy dinner and an evening program at the center. 
 Please bring your own lunch on July 28. 

Wednesday, July 29—Enjoy breakfast at Eagle Bluff, then canoe a five-mile stretch of the Root River. 
 We will return to the Nature Center by 4:30 p.m. 
Fee includes lodging, admission fees for Forestville State Park and Mystery Cave, canoes, lifejackets, paddles, 
high ropes challenge course, and three meals (dinner on July 28, breakfast and lunch on July 29). Space is 
limited to 9 participants. 

Nature Photography with John Duren — Ages 12-14   $10.00 ($5.00 for Friends members), full scholarships available 
Session 1—July 20 & 21, 6:00-9:00 p.m. 
Session 2—August 24 & 25, 6:00-9:00 p.m.  (Select one of the two sessions or attend both) 
Come learn the basics of nature photography while enjoying the beauty of the Nature Center. This two-
day class will give participants a basic knowledge of the camera as well as the opportunity to practice 
their new skills on a live bird of prey, plus other nature and wildlife found at the Nature Center. Learn 
about angles, lighting, and much more as you hike through the Nature Center in search of the perfect 
shot! Nature Center cameras will be available (bring a disc or flash drive if you’d like to take your 
photos home), but you are welcome to bring your own camera if you prefer. Space is limited to 10 
participants. Photos from this class can be entered into the 2015 Jay C. Hormel Nature Center 
Photography Contest. For more information on the contest, see the inset on page 9. 

Shell Rock or Root River Youth Canoe Trip — Ages 12-14+ 
$20.00 ($15.00 for Friends members), full scholarships available 
Monday, August 17, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon—Geocaching at the Nature Center 
 1:00-3:00 p.m.—Canoe practice at the Nature Center 
 Please bring your own lunch on August 17, or eat lunch at home and return at 1:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, August 18, 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.—Enjoy canoeing the Root River or Shell Rock 
River. (Water levels will decide the trip destination and activities.) 
 Please bring your own lunch on August 18. Space is limited to 9 participants. 

Heritage Survival Class — Ages 10-11   $60.00 ($55.00 for Friends members), 1/2 scholarships available 
Monday, June 8, & Tuesday, June 9, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 
Wednesday, June 10, 1:00-4:00 p.m. 
Thursday, June 11, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 
Friday, June 12, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  (5-day class) 
Spend a week going back to the activities and the skills of the past! Participants will fish, build fires, canoe, play 
old-time games, hand-dip candles, and learn about the Native American “Ghost Dance” shirts by creating one of 
their own with a special art project. On Wednesday, explore the trails with Doug Elliott, guest naturalist from North 
Carolina, foraging for useful wild plants and looking for interesting wild critters (note Wednesday’s afternoon 
class time). Learn to flintknap (make arrowheads) and throw the atlatl with Dan Block, then enjoy bison (buffalo) 
burgers for lunch on June 12! Space is limited to 16 participants. 

Monarch Tagging — Ages 10-12   $5.00 (Free for Friends members), full scholarships available 
Session 1—August 21, 1:30-4:00 p.m. 
Session 2—August 26, 1:30-4:00 p.m. 
Session 3—August 27, 1:30-4:00 p.m. 
Session 4—September 1, 1:30-4:00 p.m. 
Session 5—September 2, 1:30-4:00 p.m.  (Select one or more of the five sessions) 
Monarchs that emerge after August 15 in this latitude are generally considered migratory. In conjunction with research being done 
through the Monarch Watch organization, students in this class will learn to catch, tag, record, and release monarchs to make an 
amazing 2000-mile journey to spend the winter in Mexico. Many monarchs tagged at the Nature Center over the years have been 
recovered in Mexico! Space is limited to 10 participants. 

Classes for ages 10-12 years 

Classes for ages 11-14 years 

2015 Summer Youth, Adult & Family Classes 
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Family Nature Photography with John Duren   $10.00 per family ($5.00 per family for Friends members) 
Sunday, August 2, 6:00-9:00 p.m. 
Come learn the basics of nature photography and explore the beauty of the Nature 
Center with your family as you search for the perfect shot. This class will give 
participants the opportunity to practice their new skills on a live bird of prey and then 
hike in search of other wildlife. Nature Center cameras will be available (bring a disc or 
flash drive if you’d like to take your photos home), but you are welcome to bring your 
own camera if you prefer. Space is limited to 6 families. Photos from this class can be 
entered into the 2015 Jay C. Hormel Nature Center Photography Contest. For more 
information on the contest, see the inset on page 9. 

Signup for all classes begins at 8:00 a.m. on Wednesday, April 1 
OUR CLASSES FILL QUICKLY! Cash or check only (no registration by phone or email). Fees are nonrefundable. 
Register at the Interpretive Center, or mail your registration information and payment to: Jay C. Hormel Nature 
Center, P.O. BOX 673, Austin, MN, 55912. Please include the following information: title and date of class(es), 
child’s name, address, phone number, and age. 

New! Friends-Only Geocaching Challenge — 
Jay C. Hormel Nature Center’s “Amazing Race” 

Wednesday, August 19, 6:30 p.m. 
Friends members: On your mark, get set, GO! 

As the summer winds down, join us for a special night of treasure hunting, team challenges, and adventure! 
This is a geocaching challenge like you’ve never done before, with new surprises and team-building tasks 
with every cache you locate. Work together with family members or friends in teams of 2-4 people (or one 
family), and put your skills to the test as you try to finish the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center’s very own race 
course! (At least one team member must be age 13 or older.) You’ll be competing with other Friends 
members for cool prizes like t-shirts, water bottles, and certificates for a paintball adventure! The Nature 
Center’s GPS devices will be available for your use. 

You must be a current 2015 member of the Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center to register for this 
event, which is limited to 14 teams. Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. on April 1. Please sign up by August 15. 

Classes for Families 

2015 Scholarship Donors 
Austin Audubon 

Austin Izaak Walton League 

Mable Hjelmen 

Friends of the Jay C. 
Hormel Nature Center 

In honor of: George Hartson 

Memorials from 
family and friends of: 

Dr. Richard Schindler 
Robert Ackerwold 

Jillian Flink 
Helen Johnson 

Ruth Ann Schulz 

Thank you, donors! 

2015 Summer Adventure Scholarships 
Full scholarships are available for the two-day Nature 
Photography classes, the Shell Rock River Canoe Trip, 
and Monarch Tagging classes. 1/2-fee scholarships 
are available for the “Water, Water Everywhere!” 
class, Bison class, Radical Raptors, Heritage Survival 
Class, and the Exploring the Blufflands/Root River 
Canoe trip. To receive a scholarship, students must 
write three to five complete sentences about why they 
want to attend a specific summer adventure class, 
and thank the donors. 

Please submit your request and paragraph at the 
Interpretive Center at time of registration, or mail your 
request to the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center at P.O. Box 
673, Austin, MN, 55912. Include name, address, 
phone number, and age. Scholarships will be offered 
on a first-come, first-served basis (one scholarship per 
child). If you have any questions, please call 507-437-
7519 or email info@hormelnaturecenter.org. 

We gave out 64 scholarships to area children in 2014! 

Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center membership benefits for 2015 include a $5.00 discount on each child’s fee for all 
Summer Adventure Programs (parent must be a member). See page 15 for more Friends membership information and benefits. 
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We may occasionally photograph participants during Nature Center events and use those photographs for City of Austin publications. 
If you would prefer that your child not be photographed, you may request this in writing. 

Please note any special needs, medical concerns, or prescription medicine 
needing to be administered by our staff while your child is at the Nature Center. 



We are delighted to offer another great year of Senior 
Specials, which provide patrons (age 55 and older) with FREE 
coffee or tea, a cookie, a concert or natural history program, 
and an optional opportunity to take a staff-led nature-
themed tour of the trails on one of our two access vehicles. 

Preregistration is REQUIRED for all of the programs, with a separate access vehicle signup. 

Back by popular demand, the 45- to 60-minute tour after the nature or music program will have a specific nature 
theme and will be led by our staff, guest speaker, or volunteer resident expert. The programs and refreshments will be 
offered in the Ruby Rupner Auditorium. We can seat 150 people in the auditorium and up to 12 patrons on our tours. 
Call 507-437-7519 or email info@hormelnaturecenter.org to reserve your seats for the programs and/or trail access vehicle tours. 

Private tours on our trail access vehicles can be scheduled with advance notice (a minimum of four days), 
seven days a week, based on trail conditions and the availability of volunteer drivers. Please call 507-437-7519 
for more information or to schedule a tour. This is a free service funded and provided by the Friends of the 
J.C. Hormel Nature Center. The Interpretive Center also has two wheelchairs for use on the trails at no charge. 

FREE Nature & Music Programs! For more details, see pages 4 & 5. 

Seats seven people 

Seats five people 

2015 Summer Senior Specials 
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FRIDAY, July 31, 10:30 a.m. 
Amber Dolphin & the 

Pecatonica String Quartet 

No tour. 

A freewill 
offering for 
Alzheimer’s 
research will 
be accepted, 
in memory of 
Don Deines. 

Thursday, August 6, 9:30 a.m. 
Al Batt — Storyteller 

Tour theme: 

Experience 
nature on the 
trails with Al 
Batt & Nature 
Center staff. 

Thursday, August 20, 9:30 a.m. 
Tom Pease — 

Singer & Songwriter 

Tour theme: 

Join Larry Dolphin 
& Maria Anderson 
to catch, tag, 
record, & release 
monarchs for their 
long migration 
to Mexico. 

Thursday, July 9, 9:30 a.m. 
Peter Mayer — Minnesota 

Folk Singer-Songwriter 

Tour theme: 

Discover life  
in the pond 
and/or stream 
with intern 
Tom Butusov. 

Thursday, July 16, 9:30 a.m. 
Snakes of Minnesota with 

Jaime Edwards — MN DNR 
Nongame Wildlife Specialist 

No tour. 

Thursday, July 23, 9:30 a.m. 
Bison Man with Alex Watson —

Minnesota DNR Naturalist 

Tour theme: 

Find out what’s 
new in nature 
today on the 
trails with Alex 
Watson & Nature 
Center staff. 

Thursday, June 11, 9:30 a.m. 
Doug Elliott — 

Storyteller & Naturalist 

Tour theme: 

Explore the 
trails with 
Doug Elliot, 
focusing on 
edible plants 
in the yard & 
in the woods. 

Thursday, June 18, 9:30 a.m. 
Terry Dorsey — Expert Birder 

Tour theme: 

Terry Dorsey 
& Nature 
Center staff 
will be your 
bird guides 
on the trails. 

Thursday, June 25, 9:30 a.m. 
Karla Bloem & Alice, 

the Great Horned Owl 

Tour theme: 

Explore the 
June prairie 
with intern 
and plant 
enthusiast, 
Tom Butusov. 

Use the calendar of events on our website at www.hormelnaturecenter.org to help plan your summer! 



Private tours on our trail access 
vehicles can be scheduled with 
advance notice (a minimum of four 
days), seven days a week, spring 
through fall (based on trail conditions 
and the availability of volunteer 
drivers). Please call 507-437-7519 for 
more information or to schedule a tour. This is a free service funded and provided by the Friends of the Jay C. 
Hormel Nature Center. The Interpretive Center also has two wheelchairs for use on the trails at no charge. 

Trail access tours are designed for patrons who need assistance to access the trails and are also provided with 
the Summer Senior Special programs. Please see page 12 for more information. 

Are you interested in joining our team of volunteer trail drivers? We provide training for the vehicles and tours. 

When it is not in use as a Nature Center classroom, the Ruby Rupner 
Auditorium is available for private rentals. If you are looking for a place 
to rent for a special occasion (graduation, wedding, groom’s dinner, 
shower, holiday party, birthday, conference, family reunion, anniversary, 
prom dinner, or memorial), consider renting the auditorium! 

The rental fee is $41.00 per hour between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 
10:00 p.m., with a $100.00 deposit. We schedule events a year in 
advance. Your rental includes free use of our sound system. There is a 
$25.00 additional fee for the use of our projector system. Smoking and 
alcohol are not permitted. The log cabin is also available for your use with 
the auditorium rental. 

For more information regarding rentals, please call Julie or Nature Center 
staff at 507-437-7519, Monday through Saturday, or visit our website at 
www.hormelnaturecenter.org. 

Trail Access Tours 
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Ruby Rupner Auditorium Rentals 

All Friends members are cordially invited to join us on a coach bus trip to Blue 
Mounds and Pipestone! Meet your guide, Nature Center Director Larry Dolphin, at 
7:30 a.m. to board the bus and travel to Blue Mounds State Park for an special tour 
with Austin native and former intern Alex Watson, Regional Naturalist for the 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. We will eat lunch at Blue Mounds 
(please bring your own picnic lunch) and then proceed to Pipestone National 
Monument. This site has pipestone quarries sacred to many American Indians, and 
after a brief overview of the monument, we will have time to view a short educational 
film, walk the nature trail, and explore the exhibits and gift shop. We will depart from 
Pipestone and stop for supper along the way, arriving back in Austin at 7:30 p.m. 

Cost: $3.00 for ages 16 & older (Pipestone National Monument entrance fee, 
required at registration), FREE for ages 15 & under. Food and refreshments are 
patrons’ responsibility. The bus fee and state park permit are sponsored by the 
Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center. 

You must be a current 2015 member of the Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature 
Center to register for this event. If you aren’t a member, now is the time to join! 
Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. on April 1. Please sign up by August 15. If you 
cannot attend after you sign up, you may transfer your space to another Friends 
member. Please inform the staff of any changes. The bus is limited to 53 people. 

A Friends Members-Only Event! Bus trip to 
Blue Mounds State Park & Pipestone National Monument 

Saturday, August 29, 7:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m. 

All Aboard! 



Canoe & Kayak Rentals 

Sola Fide Observatory is open to the public on specified Saturdays 
throughout the year. On these select evenings, Keith Snyder and other 
enthusiastic volunteers staff the observatory to assist the public in 
viewing the heavenly bodies. Come out and discover fascinating facts 
about the night sky from our resident experts as they host free public 
programs for our community! 

Astronomical Viewing: Sola Fide Observatory 

Page 14 

The Nature Center rents canoes and kayaks for use on Dobbins Creek to East Side Lake or 
on our pond. 2015 rentals are available Monday-Saturday (no rentals on Sundays or City 
of Austin holidays), starting May 30, through September 26. Rentals are first-come, first-
served. No reservations. 

Patrons who are 16 and older may rent canoes and kayaks (children must be 
accompanied by an adult). Single kayaks can be used by children who are in first grade 
and older. We have six single and two tandem kayaks. (Life jackets and paddles are 
provided.) Patrons are responsible for transport of the canoe or kayak to and from the 
pond or Dobbins Creek. Canoe/kayak rollers will be available. 

Individual canoe or kayak rentals are $10.00 for up to three hours. 
Or—NEW THIS YEAR—purchase a Canoe/Kayak Punch Card for $25.00 
and receive five canoe or kayak rentals for 1/2 the fee! (Check or cash 
only.) Punch cards are available in $25.00 increments only. We are not 
responsible for lost or stolen cards. 

Our special thanks go to Gary & Pat Ray for their generous 
donation and to the Austin Area Foundation for awarding us a 
grant to purchase the eight kayaks, paddles, trailer & equipment. 

Viewing Schedule 
March 28 8:00 p.m. Moon 

April 18 9:00 p.m.  

April 25 9:00 p.m. Moon 

May 16 9:00 p.m.  

May 23 9:00 p.m. Moon 

June 13 9:00 p.m.  

June 20 9:00 p.m.  

July 18 9:00 p.m.  

July 25 9:00 p.m. Moon 

August 15 9:00 p.m.  

August 22 9:00 p.m. Moon 

September 12 9:00 p.m.  

September 19 9:00 p.m. Moon 

October 10 8:00 p.m.  

October 24 8:00 p.m. Moon 

Use the calendar of events on our website at www.hormelnaturecenter.org to help plan your summer! 

Check out the Sola Fide Observatory web 
page at: www.hormelnaturecenter.org/sola-fide-observatory 

DIRECTIONS 

 From Interstate 90, take Highway 218 
south 2.5 miles to County Road 28. 

 Turn right (west) one mile to stop sign. 

 Turn left (south) on County Road 29 for 
1.5 miles to 180th Street. 

 Turn right and go west for 1/4 mile. 
The driveway is on the right. 

GPS COORDINATES 

N43° 37.000', W092° 58.550' 

For more information, call the 
Nature Center at 507-437-7519, or call 

volunteers Keith Snyder (507-440-1244) 
or Yosselin Xicara (507-460-2575). 



What’s Happening with Friends 
What an amazing time 

to be a part of this 

community. 

Vision 2020 projects 
are beginning to take 

shape (see the new bike trail now running 
along the south border of the Nature Center 
property), the SPAM Museum prepares for a 
new home downtown, and the Jay C. Hormel 
Nature Center is preparing to create a 
destination for anyone with a love and 
appreciation for nature and history. 

If you’ve been out to the Nature Center this 
year, you’re already starting to see some 
changes as we prepare for our new building. 
Trees have come out near the entrance in 
anticipation of the day when the ground will 
be broken and the new interpretive center 
begins to take shape. 

I want to thank you, Friends members. 

You’ve been a part of what makes the Jay C. 
Hormel Nature Center an essential part of our 
community. Even before the Friends of the 
Hormel Nature Center existed as a formal 
organization, your support over the years has 
made us what we are today. 

Please join me in welcoming our guest 
members for 2015! Friends members gave 
61 gift memberships for this year, and what a 
perfect time to be a member. Not only are you 
in on the new building, but all members have 
some fun benefits again this year, including 
exclusive classes, a bus trip, discounts on 
summer classes, and discounted tickets for 
the Thanksgiving Feast, which will be held on 
Saturday, November 14 at the Holiday Inn this 
year. 

I want to thank Colleen Weimer and Betsy 
Mentel for their service on the Friends board. 
And welcome back to the board Greg Larson 
and Gary Zimmerman! We have some exciting 
work ahead of us this year. 

See you on the trails! 

— Chris Anderson, President 

Friends of the 
Jay C. Hormel Nature Center 

Mission Statement: 
To enhance and encourage environmental 

education, scientific opportunities, 
and the enjoyment of nature at the 

Jay C. Hormel Nature Center. 

Membership Benefits: 
An opportunity to support and promote 
environmental education programming. 

The satisfaction of knowing you are helping 
to preserve the incredible Jay C. Hormel 

Nature Center for future generations. 

A subscription to Nature Center News, a 
semiannual publication of the Jay C. Hormel 

Nature Center, delivered to your home or 
in electronic format to your inbox. 

An invitation to the Friends Annual Meeting. 

$5.00 off each child’s fee for all Summer 
Adventure Programs (parent must be a member). 

$5.00 off tickets to the Thanksgiving Feast 
fundraiser (non-member price: $40.00). 

Members-only bus tour field trip. Cost of bus 
paid by Friends, participants take care of their 

own admission fees (when applicable) and food. 

Members-only events and classes for 
youth and families at the Nature Center. 

An opportunity to give a one-year 
gift membership to a non-member. 

Membership Levels: 
Supporter: $25-$39 

Contributor: $40-$64 
Advocate: $65-$99 

Steward: $100-$149 
Patron: $150-$249 

Founder: $250-$499 
Lifetime Member: $500 & up 

Please send membership fee to: 
Ron Walth, Treasurer 

Friends of the Hormel Nature Center (FHNC) 
P.O. BOX 83 

Austin, MN 55912 
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The staff at the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center takes in ONLY 
birds of prey—hawks, eagles, falcons, and owls—found in 
Mower County. (We do not have the facilities, extra staff, or 
expertise to provide care for mammals or other birds.) The 
JCHNC staff will provide primary care for the raptor and 
then make the best decision with our veterinarian, Dr. 
Mike Williams, regarding assessment and treatment for 
the raptor. Thank you again, Dr. Mike and Jane, for your 
many years of assistance with birds of prey. 

The Nature Center assists 10-18 birds of prey on an 
annual basis. If you find an injured or orphaned hawk, owl, 

or eagle in Mower County, call 507-437-7519 for assistance. The raptors are often transported to 
the Raptor Center at the University of Minnesota, Saint Paul Campus. We are always looking for 
volunteer drivers who are willing to transport an injured bird of prey to the Raptor Center. Contact 
the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center staff for more information at 507-437-7519 or email us at 
info@hormelnaturecenter.org. 

If you find an injured mammal or bird other than a bird of prey, the closest free Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Center is in Roseville, Minnesota. This facility is an emergency hospital and clinic that 
provides free medical care for more than 200 different species of injured and orphaned wild 
animals. The Nature Center does not offer transportation to this facility. You can transport the 
injured animal to 2530 Dale Street North, Roseville, MN. The Wildlife Rehabilitation Center’s phone 
number is 651-486-9453. 

Injured or Orphaned Birds of Prey (Raptors) 

Jay C. Hormel Nature Center 
PO Box 673 
1304 21st St NE 
Austin, MN  55912 

Address Service Requested 

Mark your calendars! 
Meet our new intern, Tom Butusov, as he 

presents a brand new program for this year’s 

Friends & Volunteer Appreciation Night 
Tuesday, April 7, 6:30 p.m. 

Yellowstone National Park: From the Land to Life 
Ever visited—or interested in visiting—one 
of the oldest parks in the U.S.? Join Tom 
for a journey through the natural history 
and ecology of Yellowstone National Park! 
Tom’s two summers doing research and 
his multiple trips to Yellowstone give him 
a unique perspective on the ecology, 
history and future of the park. 
More details on page 2. 

Join us in Ruby Rupner Auditorium for pie & refreshments! 

We will pay tribute to all of our Friends and special volunteers 
at this program, which is free and open to the public. Please 
RSVP by Sunday, April 5. 

If you find an 
injured or 
orphaned 

bird of prey, 
please call the 

JCHNC at 
507-437-7519. 


