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Jay C. Hormel 

It is 4:00 a.m. on March 5 and I just lit my last wood fire with the wood I had cut for the 
winter season.  I am now officially out of wood.  This winter has been brutal on energy 
consumption.  I do have more wood in the woods, but it is pretty hard to access with nearly 
three feet of snow on the ground.  Also, if you know me and how I like to manage the 
woods, I don’t like to take live trees down nor do I like to cut the dead trees, for they both 
act as forest apartment houses.  What does that leave me?  It leaves me the ends of fallen 
trees and some of the logs lying on the ground.  I also like to leave a portion of the log for 
the blue spotted salamanders. 

My energy concerns continue.  To my surprise, it also snowed 12 inches last night, and the 
lane that comes back to my house is rather narrow for the propane truck to access my tank.  
I am down to 10% in my tank.  I will need to widen the lane with my snow blower.  To 
make matters worse, I also know that the price for propane is much more expensive now 
than when the tank was filled last fall. 

As we plan and prepare to replace our old interpretive/visitor center with a new center I 
really do understand the need for energy to keep warm and to keep the pipes from freezing.  
I do feel very strongly that we need to go another direction and we need to push very hard 
towards a renewable future—sun, wind, hydro, and geothermal.  The extractive process of 
oil, coal, and gas is so hard on so many things, including us.  (Have you seen the recent air 
quality pictures coming out of China?) 

In June of 2013, I went with an Izaak Walton League delegation to visit the oil and gas boom 
of Western North Dakota.  I have been to the region a few times prior to the boom, 
specifically Killdeer Mountain, the Little Missouri River State Park, and the Teddy Roosevelt 
National Park.  It was really difficult visually to handle all the change: the oil rigs that now 
dot the landscape, the truck traffic, the social upheaval, and all the road and infrastructure 
construction.  I also have very good friends who were forced out by a sand mine in Western 
Wisconsin that was being developed right across from their driveway.  The sand is used in 
the hydrofracking process to extract the oil and gas from the Bakken shale formation in 
Western North Dakota. 

I am also very tuned in to the tar sand oil extraction process in Alberta, Canada, and its 
impacts on water, air, the boreal forest, migrating birds, wildlife, the planet’s climate, and us.  
The surface mining and the open pit mining for this oil is the size of Florida.  I know that 
large amounts of the Alberta tar sands oil goes into the Hastings refinery in Hastings, 
Minnesota.  Here lies the dilemma: I use oil and gas every day.  I do drive a vehicle that gets 
40 to 50 mpg, but I also drive the Nature Center van that averages well under 20 mpg.  The 
furnace kicks on and I am down to 9% propane.  The energy has to come from somewhere. 

Personally, I have drawn a line in the sand.  I cannot in good conscience accept the Alberta 
tar sands oil.  It is too destructive for the planet.  The extraction process and its impact on 
the boreal forest, the wildlife, and the planet’s climate is an unacceptable way to obtain 
energy.  As for Western North Dakota, I find it selfish of me and it is difficult for me to 
accept, but I must.  As to our energy future: renewable, renewable, and renewable; it begins 
with all of us making the best choices in conservation.  I tell the kids all the time that when 
they are my age, hopefully more than half of the energy will come from the sun and the 
wind.  The new interpretive center will be a model in conservation. 

Larry Dolphin 

“We are like tenant farmers chopping down the fence around our house for fuel when we 
should be using Nature’s inexhaustible sources of energy—sun, wind, and tide.  I’d put my 
money on the sun and solar energy.  What a source of power!  I hope we don’t have to wait 
until oil and coal run out before we tackle that.” ~ Thomas Edison, 1931 
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The Jay C. Hormel Nature Center’s spring and summer programs are designed to 
educate and inspire current and future generations to explore and respect nature.  We welcome 
visitors to investigate our 507 acres of prairie, hardwood forest, wetlands and meandering 
streams.  We hope you will think globally and act locally as you leave a green footprint. 

As many of you know, we are proposing to replace our interpretive center.  Our present 
interpretive center is too small for our programming needs.  It is also in the flight path of the 
airport, so we would not be allowed to replace the existing building in the same location.  We are 
most excited about pursuing a building that will leave a minimal carbon footprint by using 
renewable energy such as sun and wind.  We will also be looking to significantly expand our 
exhibit/display area to focus on conservation of our natural resources.  For those who travel the 
Midwest, this will be a destination point as well as a model legacy project to be used by 
generations to come. 

The Nature Center provided 437 programs with 11,296 participants in 2013, and we plan 
to have another busy year in 2014!  This will be our sixth year of free youth, senior and family 
nature activities.  Our popular summer afternoon “Thursday Nature Play” returns, beginning on 
June 19 and continuing on select Thursdays through August 28.  We have also added two “Saturday Nature Play” afternoons on July 
19 and August 2.  Kayaking and other water-related nature activities will be included on July 19 as part of our new Water Festival, 
“Clean Water ~ We all live downstream.”  Bring the whole family to learn the skill of archery and kayaking with instructor Scott 
Hanna on four select nature play days.  Please review the newsletter for the dates and details of our exciting lineup of spring and 
summer programs. 

This is our fifth year for seniors to enjoy our “Summer Senior Specials” on eight select Thursdays and two Saturday mornings.  
We offer a free short nature program, refreshments, and an optional tour of the trails on one of our two trail access vehicles.  
Returning this year are staff-led or guest-presenter-led nature-themed tours following eight of the senior programs.  Discover more 
about nature on the tours!  For more details, please see page 12.  Seniors and families may also tour the Nature Center trails free of 
charge on our two access vehicles seven days a week starting in May (as soon as the trails are dry and accessible) with advance notice 
(based on volunteer driver availability). 

We extend our thanks to our 2013 intern, Kevin Murray, especially for sharing his enthusiasm for plants and fishing.  Look for 
Kevin returning this summer to lead prairie tours and help with fishing activities.  Maria Anderson has returned to our staff this year, 
and our new intern is Sammie Peterson.  Please read about her below.  Welcome, Sammie!  And don’t forget to visit us on Facebook 
and on the web.  Our website has been newly redesigned to be easier to navigate and includes lots more photos and a calendar of our 
events and classes!  Check it out at: www.hormelnaturecenter.org. 

Julie Champlin and Larry Dolphin 

FROM THE NATURE CENTER DESK 
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 In 2011, I graduated from the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities, with the goal of sharing my 
love of nature with others, and the hopes that this sharing of information would in some way have a 
positive impact on the planet and its inhabitants.  I have always had a passion for both human 
sociology and natural science, and I believe I have found the perfect outlet for these passions in the 
pursuit of a career as an environmental educator.  So, first and foremost I would like to thank the 
Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center for providing the funding to allow me to continue along 
this path. 

 Following graduation, I have been lucky enough to remain in the natural resources field.  I have worked as a mushroom 
cultivator and forager, an environmental educator for underserved urban youth, an instructor for camping workshops, a sawyer, a 
prairie burn technician, and an ecological research assistant.  Although not all of this work has been directly with the public, I have 
found that the most rewarding aspects of working in nature have always come from learning and sharing stories about the outdoors 
with others. 

After my seasonal employment ended as a field research technician studying plant community ecology, I decided to make the 
jump from life in the big city of Minneapolis, to the quaint little town of Austin.  The winds of change must have been blowing in my 
favor, because within a month of moving down here, I saw that the Nature Center was hiring.  A few weeks later, Larry hired me for 
what is essentially my dream job.  That was the start of my journey here, as the naturalist intern. 

Just within the first few weeks, I was able to take part in many novel experiences:  participating in my first radio interview; 
leading students in skiing after learning how to ski myself; and befriending our educational barred owl, Guka.  I even got to feel the 
painless nibble and rapid heartbeat of a spirited and feisty chickadee after putting a band around his ankle.  Prior to this job, I had 
never been so close to wild birds; being able to experience them has provided a wealth of insight that secondhand experience just 
cannot provide. 

I am thrilled to be able to work in an environment where the main emphasis is placed on education about our natural 
resources and where I can gain these valuable new experiences.  I bring a lot of my own knowledge to share, but what I am most 
thrilled about is being able to connect with my new community and learn from the land and the people who know these resources 
best.  There is something fundamental, healing, and profound about the connection humans have with the nature, and it is my 
personal goal to not only have these experiences myself, but to inspire and encourage the discovery of these connections in others, 
particularly youth. 

Sammie Peterson 

Sammie Peterson —  NEW INTERN 

Friends of the JCHNC 
2013 Photography Contest 

1st Place Winner: 
Rafe Dolan Peterson (Age 11) 



Friends & Volunteer Appreciation Night 
Tuesday, April 1, 6:30 p.m. 

Join us in the Ruby Rupner Auditorium for pie and refreshments!! 
Arrive a bit early and enjoy the easy-listening music of Reminisce ~ Steve Krob, Sue Hayes and Jim Rude 

Did you know that many of the plants society considers weeds were actually cultivated by people who considered 
them useful, healthy, tasty or medicinal?  Come and join our new intern Sammie Peterson, an avid forager, in 

exploring the history behind these often overlooked plants.  We will discuss some of the more common edible “weeds” found in and around the 
Nature Center so you can learn to pick out the free foods and medicines the wilderness has to offer!  (Please note—this program is for educational 
purposes; foraging and collecting are not allowed within the Nature Center preserve.) 

We will pay tribute to all of our Friends and special volunteers at this program, which is free and open to the public.  Please RSVP by Monday, 
March 31.  The music of Reminisce begins at 6:15 p.m. 
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Earth Day & New Interpretative Center Fundraiser Celebration: 
Douglas Wood & the WildSpirit Band 

Tuesday, April 22, 7:00 p.m. 

Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

Join us for an early spring evening dedicated to celebrating the 44th Earth 
Day with fine music, cake and punch.  Nature Center director Larry 
Dolphin will share the latest news on the exciting new interpretative center 
project.  This will be our “kickoff” event to begin fundraising for the new 
visitor center. 

The WildSpirit Band members are:  international best-selling author and acoustic music wizard Douglas Wood, ace Minnesota flat-picker and 
guitarist Steve Borgstrom, and bassist Bryan Wood.  They play great American music that comes straight out of the great outdoors—from 
Appalachian bluegrass to Mississippi blues, from Chuck Berry to Earl Scruggs to CCR to a small mountain of sparkling originals.  Performing on 
banjo, mandolin, 6- and 12-string guitars and bass, and with outstanding 3-part vocal harmonies, WildSpirit is “like a prairie wind blowing through a 
concert hall.” 

This program is free and open to the public.  Please RSVP by April 21. 

2014 Spring SPECIAL EVENTS 

I love plants! 

“May Mushroom Madness” — Sunday, May 18, 1:00-3:30 p.m. 
Are you fascinated by mushrooms but feel a bit too unsure to delve into the world of fungal foraging?  Join 
new intern, Sammie Peterson, for this special opportunity to become acquainted with a largely unfamiliar 
world, or to brush up on your identification skills.  Sammie is a certified edible mushroom identification 
expert, a former production manager for a mushroom farm, and has seven years of mushroom-specific 
foraging experience.  We will begin the day with an hour-long presentation on basic mushroom biology, 
growth habits, safety and identification.  Special attention will be paid to the more safe and common edible 
species that can be found through spring and early summer.  After the class, weather permitting, you will have 
the option to join in a short foray, searching the Nature Center for mushrooms to identify.  If conditions are 
right, we may encounter a variety of tasty springtime mushrooms such as pheasant’s back, oysters, or morels 
that you would be permitted to take home and eat!  (Outside of this class, foraging and collecting are not 
allowed within the Nature Center preserve.) 

This event is free and open to the public.  Space is limited to 30 participants, and pre-registration is required.  Call 507-437-7519 or email 
info@hormelnaturecenter.org to sign up. 

The Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center & Austin Audubon present 

Carrol Henderson:  “Bird Study in Cuba” 
Tuesday, April 15, 7:00 p.m. 

Carrol Henderson, professional wildlife biologist and author recognized nationwide for the conservation of nongame wildlife 
and endangered species, has led birding trips to many countries, but in April of 2013, he and his wife Ethelle led their first 
ever “Bird Study Trip” to Cuba.  Because of the existing embargo, the only way that U.S. citizens can travel to Cuba is by means of one of the 
“People to People” programs licensed by the U.S. Treasury Department to a limited number of nonprofit organizations.  In recent years, “bird 
study” has been included as one category for such authorized travel.  The Hendersons teamed up with the nonprofit Friendship Association in St. 
Augustine, Florida, for a bird study trip last April, and they are leading another trip there this March.  Many of us know very little about Cuba and 
even less about its birdlife.  Cuba has more endemic bird species than the Galapagos Islands!  There are also impressive and colorful birds like the 
Cuban Trogon; the smallest bird in the world, the Bee Hummingbird; greater flamingoes; and abundant migrant birds from the Atlantic and 
Mississippi Flyways that winter in Cuba. 

This program will be held in Ruby Rupner Auditorium and is free and open to the public.  Please RSVP by Monday, April 14. 

May Mushroom Madness 

Ruby Rupner Auditorium 



2014 Spring & Summer SPECIAL EVENTS 
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Spring Bird Watching 
May 8, 13, 15, & 20, 6:30 a.m. 

Meet in the Nature Center parking lot at 6:30 a.m. and join fellow birders for a hike on the Nature Center trails.  
Join us for any part of an hour and a half.  This is the prime migration period and an excellent time to see a 
variety of colorful birds.  This program is free and open to anyone interested in birding by sight or sound.  
Binoculars will be provided upon request.  This event is co-sponsored by Austin Audubon. 

David Stokes 
Thursday, June 19 

Free Programs 
Summer Senior Special:  9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Family/Children’s Program:  1:30 p.m. 

Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

He is that very popular guy with the gray beard and bald head who happens 
to be a Wisconsin Association for Environmental Education Teacher of the 
Year and an “Aldo Leopold” award winner.  He sings and engages 
audiences of all ages in nature study.  Using live creatures and animal 
artifacts, songs and short stories, David gets down with his audiences, and 
makes learning fun.  David’s philosophy?  “I believe in entertaining while 
educating.”  David also believes that “no one is too old to get involved.  
The secret of life is to participate.”  Discover the joys of nature with David.  
Please RSVP by June 18! 

National Eagle Center 
Thursday, June 26 

Free Programs 
Summer Senior Special:  9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Family/Children’s Program:  1:30 p.m. 

Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

Join us for an engaging and entertaining program by a National Eagle 
Center naturalist interpreter featuring a live eagle ambassador.  This is a 
unique opportunity to learn about the biology, ecology and natural history 
of bald and golden eagles.  The National Eagle Center is located on the 
Mississippi River in Wabasha, MN, and is home to five eagle ambassadors:  
four bald eagles and one golden eagle.  Cameras are welcome.  Bring all 
your family and friends to this special program!  Please RSVP by June 24! 

Kevin Strauss 
Thursday, July 10 

Free Programs 
Summer Senior Special:  9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Family/Children’s Program:  1:30 p.m. 

Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

Kenny Salwey 
Friday, July 18 

Water Festival 
“Clean Water ~ We all live downstream.” 

Free Program:  7:00 p.m. 

Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

Ann Zimmerman 
Thursday, July 17 

Water Festival 
“Clean Water ~ We all live downstream.” 

Free Programs 
Summer Senior Special:  9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Family/Children’s Concert:  1:30 p.m. 

Evening Concert:  7:00 p.m. 

Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

 

 

As part of the new Water Festival, “Clean water ~ We all live downstream,” 
author, river guide and veteran woodsman Kenny Salwey will present the 
Emmy award-winning BBC film, “Mississippi: Tales of the Last River Rat,” 
celebrating his life.  The film depicts Kenny, an Alma, Wisconsin, native 
who has lived his life close to the land, getting by as a river guide, trapper, 
fisherman, hunter, woodsman, and root and herb collector along the 
Mississippi.  The environmental documentary captures the beauty and 
mystery of the Upper Mississippi backwaters and bluff country.  It focuses 
on seasonal ebbs and flows of the plant and animal life seen through 
Kenny’s eyes.  Please RSVP by July 17! 

9:30 a.m. ~ Amazing Minnesota History: How Grasshoppers, the First 
Minnesota Volunteers, Paul Bunyan, and Thousands of Other Minnesotans 
Built the Land of 10,000 Lakes — You’ve never heard Minnesota History 
this way before! Award-winning Minnesota author and storyteller, Kevin 
Strauss, combines history, folklore, and tall tales to show you the “wild 
side” of the land of 10,000 lakes. 

1:30 p.m. ~ Amazing Minnesota Animal Tales — Ever wonder how humans 
got fire or why our bears have black fur?  Laugh and smile as you hear 
folktales and science stories about the amazing animals that call Minnesota 
home. 

Please RSVP by July 9!  

Ann has graced our stage in the past and we welcome her back for three 
performances as part of our new Water Festival, “Clean Water ~ We all live 
downstream.” 

Ann sings the prairie into universal language.  Her music celebrates the joy, 
sorrow and silliness in life, especially life on the windy plains.  She backs her 
rich voice with piano, guitar, and the audience itself.  Blending old and new 
traditions with her own award-winning songs, Ann’s concerts tell stories and 
paint portraits, brilliantly-colored and enhanced by an irresistible stage 
performance.  She has released four independent recordings of her music. 

Sample Ann’s music at www.annzimmerman.com/records.html. 

Please RSVP by July 16! 



Tom Pease returns by popular demand.  With movement, sign language, 
humor and joy, he creates concerts that leave audiences laughing and 
singing.  He connects and inspires audiences with every show he does.  Tom 
says, “My philosophy on singing with kids and their families is I want to help 
that group find the feeling of community with song and laughter.  I love 
celebrating the moment we’re in while remembering the past and future of 
the world around us.  That ‘moment’ is finding the unique things that are 
happening and celebrating them.”  Please RSVP by August 27! 

SEA LIFE Minnesota 
Aquarium 

Saturday, July 19 
Water Festival 

“Clean Water ~ We all live downstream.” 

2 Free Programs open for all ages: 
10:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m. 

Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

Kurt Mead 
Thursday, July 24 

Free Programs 
Summer Senior Special:  9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Family/Children’s Program:  1:30 p.m. 

Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

Pat & Donna Surface with the 
Boundary Water Boys 

and Marina Whight 
Saturday, August 2 

Free Programs 
Summer Senior Special:  10:30 a.m. 

Family/Children’s Concert:  1:30 p.m. 
Evening Concert:  7:00 p.m. 

Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

Tom Pease 
Thursday, August 28 

Free Programs 
Summer Senior Special:  9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Family/Children’s Concert:  1:30 p.m. 

Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

John Duren 
Thursday, August 21 

Free Programs 
Summer Senior Special:  9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Family/Children’s Program:  1:30 p.m. 

Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

Ken Lonnquist 
Thursday, August 14 

Free Programs 
Summer Senior Special:  9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Family/Children’s Concert:  1:30 p.m. 

Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

SEA LIFE Minnesota Aquarium brings the ocean to you 
with interactive presentations—including live animals and 
animal artifacts to see and touch! 

“What’s for Lunch?” — Every animal depends on the food chain for 
existence.  In this program with a SEA LIFE expert, learn what animals eat, 
how they eat, and what eats them!  With the Mississippi River headwaters in 
Minnesota, the ocean is downstream from us.  We can help keep the food 
chain clean for ocean animals by taking care of the water right here at 
home!  Please RSVP by July 18! 

Minnesotan Kurt Mead is an award-winning author of the field guide, 
Dragonflies of the North Woods.  Mosquito hawks (dragonflies) are the 
fastest flying insects in the world and like to dine on mosquitos.  To find 
these carnivorous insects at the Hormel Nature Center and learn more about 
them, you will want to join expert dragonfly hunter Kurt Mead as he 
introduces you to the amazing world of Odonata.  Kurt will share his many 
years of experience and study of dragonflies and damselflies with photos, 
stories, facts, humor, props and actual bugs.  After his two presentations, 
join Kurt on the Nature Center trails to discover the dragonflies that live 
here.  Please RSVP by July 23!  (Space is limited on the dragonfly tours, so 
please pre-register.) 

Pat Surface and his award-winning backup musicians, the Boundary Water 
Boys, and Donna Surface, performance artist in sign language, take you on a 
memorable, nostalgic journey back in time to the classic songs of the 60s and 
70s with this surprising and interactive performance event that includes 
sing-a-longs, stories, humor.  Return to a time when the lyric and melody 
were the essence of a song.  Reminisce to old favorites that will bring back 
memories of bell bottoms, Woodstock, and when gas was 34 cents a gallon!  
Groove to the timeless music of John Denver, Gordon Lightfoot, Dan 
Fogelberg, The Beatles, Bob Dylan, Jim Croce, Harry Chapin, Leonard 
Cohen, James Taylor, Simon & Garfunkel, The Eagles, America, and more. 

A freewill offering for Alzheimer’s research will be accepted during these 
concerts, in memory of Don Deines.  Please RSVP by August 1! 

9:30 a.m. ~ Wetlands may be the most unappreciated of all our ecosystems, 
yet they are of vital importance to the wildlife community.  A variety of 
birds, mammals, amphibians, reptiles, and insects all call wetlands their 
home.  Go inside the world of wetlands in southeastern Minnesota with 
wildlife photographer John Duren!  After the program, grab a camera and 
join John for an access vehicle tour to explore the Nature Center’s wetlands. 

1:30 p.m. ~ In North America, we have a great diversity of wildlife to enjoy.  
From Bighorn Sheep in the Rocky Mountains to Bison in the Great Plains, 
beauty stretches from coast to coast.  Join wildlife photographer John Duren 
as he presents a selection of his favorite photographs and tells you the story 
behind the images.  After the class, go for a hike with your family to see if 
you can spot any of the animals John showed you during the program! 
Please RSVP by August 20! 

Ken Lonnquist and his Earthy Songs are loved by kids and adults.  For 35 
years he’s written and performed fun, imaginative, meaningful songs about 
the natural world.  Ken’s positive, witty lyrics keep audiences laughing, while 
quality content and the flat-out fun of his songs make him a hit everywhere.  
Sample Ken’s music at www.kenland.com. 

“One hell of a good singer and songwriter!” ~ Pete Seeger 

“The best thing to happen to kids’ and family music since…forever!” 
 ~ Minnesota Parent Magazine 

Please RSVP by August 13! 
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New!  Water Festival 
July 17, 18 & 19 

Celebrate the importance of clean water 
with this free, family-friendly event. 

Come discover how water works, what lives in it, how 
much we all need it, and how we can take care of it. 

Enjoy guest presenters, activities & games throughout 
the three days of the festival and earn prizes! 

Participate in four different activities and earn a reusable 
stainless steel water bottle; participate in eight different 

activities and earn a water bottle AND an organic cotton, 
USA-made “Clean Water ~ We all live downstream” t-shirt!  

All who volunteer their time for any of the activities 
during Friday’s service day will earn a t-shirt. 

Water Festival water bottles and t-shirts will also be available for 
purchase starting on Earth Day, April 22, 2014.  All proceeds 

support Nature Center environmental education programming! 

To kick off the week, 8- & 9-year-olds are invited to join us for a three-day 
water-themed class (July 14-16), including a field trip to Cascade Meadow 

Wetlands & Environmental Science Center in Rochester (details on page 9)! 

July 17 July 18 July 19 
Ann 

Zimmerman 
Free Programs 

Summer Senior Special:  
9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Family/Children’s 
Concert:  1:30 p.m. 

Evening Concert: 
7:00 p.m. 

Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

Help us welcome Ann Zimmerman back to 
the Nature Center as she kicks off our Water 
Festival!  Ann’s concerts tell stories & paint 
portraits, brilliantly-colored and enhanced 

by an irresistible stage performance. 
Read more about Ann on page 4. 

In addition to Ann’s concerts, enjoy our 
special water-themed Nature Play activities 

between 1:00 and 4:00 p.m., including: 

Canoeing 

Pond Scooping 

Water Survival Game—Become a raindrop 
and travel through the water cycle!  Can 
you stay clean? 

2:30 p.m.: New Clean Water Geocaching 
Challenge—Find the caches & answer 
questions about water (details on page 11). 

2:30 p.m.: Staff-led water quality testing of 
Dobbins Creek—Check levels of nitrates, 
phosphates, dissolved oxygen, E. coli, & 
turbidity. 

“River Rat” 
Kenny Salwey 
Free Program:  7:00 p.m. 
Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

Author, river guide and 
veteran woodsman 
Kenny Salwey will 
present the Emmy 

award-winning BBC film, “Mississippi: Tales 
of the Last River Rat,” celebrating his life. 

Read more about Kenny on page 4! 

Water Festival Finale 
7:00-10:00 a.m.: Fishing at East Side Lake— 

See what’s biting with volunteers from the 
Austin Ikes.  (Preregistration is required.) 

SEA LIFE 
Minnesota 
Aquarium 
2 Free Programs 
open for all ages: 

10:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m. 
Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

SEA LIFE Minnesota Aquarium 
brings the ocean to you with 
interactive presentations—
including live animals and animal artifacts to 
see and touch! 

See page 5 for more information. 

Enjoy our special water-themed Nature Play 
activities between 1:00 and 4:00 p.m., including: 

Dunk Tank Fundraiser 

Kayaking with Scott Hanna 

Crayfish Hunting in the stream 

Water Survival Game—Try to stay clean as 
you travel through the water cycle! 

2:30 p.m.: New Clean Water Geocaching 
Challenge (details on page 11). 

2:30 p.m.: Staff-led water quality testing of the 
pond and Dobbins Creek—Check chemical 
levels, dissolved oxygen, E. coli, & turbidity. 

Clean Water Service Day 
Join Nature Center staff and community 
volunteers to work toward keeping the 

water that we send downstream clean (and 
earn a t-shirt)!  (Preregistration is required.) 

7:30 a.m.: River Cleanup—“Leave it cleaner 
than you found it” as you canoe a stretch 
of the Cedar River. 

8:30 a.m.: No Dumping/Drains to River—
Join a team to attach these “reminder” 
plates to storm drains around Austin. 

8:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.: Staff-led water quality 
testing of Austin’s waterways—Check 
levels of nitrates, phosphates, dissolved 
oxygen, E. coli, & turbidity. 

10:00 a.m. & 2:00 p.m.: “Everything has to 
go somewhere”—Educate yourself with a 
sewage treatment plant tour! 

It’s under our feet and 
in the air we breathe. 
It makes up about 70% of 
our bodies and of the earth’s 
surface.  Water connects all living things! 



THURSDAY & SATURDAY 
NATURE PLAY 

Get outside and discover nature with your child! 
Enjoy FREE canoe rentals, pond scooping for aquatic 

critters, netting butterflies, archery, kayaking, geocaching, 
nature programs, self-guided nature trail activities, and more 

from 1:00-4:00 p.m. on EIGHT Select Thursdays and 
TWO “Saturday Nature Play” days, July 19 & August 2. 

Free canoe rentals for an adult (16 and over) with a child will be available on select Thursdays and Saturdays from 1:00-4:00 p.m. (first-
come, first-served).  Or try something different this year—kayaking (July 19 & August 21)!  For those who like treasure hunting, we also 
have a unique geocaching challenge this summer (see page 11 for more information).  And check out the new activities that are part of 

our first-ever Water Festival, “Clean Water ~ We all live downstream,” on July 17-19 (see the previous page for more information). 

These events are all FREE and open to the public.  (Adult or parent must accompany the child.) 
For more information, call or visit our website at www.hormelnaturecenter.org.  Please RSVP for the special 

1:30 p.m. family nature and music programs by calling 507-437-7519 or emailing info@hormelnaturecenter.org. 

FREE FAMILY Nature and Music Programs!  For more details on programs, see pages 4 & 5. 

Thursday, August 14, 1:30 p.m. 
Ken Lonnquist — 

Singer & Songwriter 
 
 
Activities: 
Canoeing 
Survival Game 
Pond Scooping 
Self-Guided Nature Trails 

Thursday, August 21, 1:30 p.m. 
John Duren — Wildlife & 

Nature Photography 
 
 
Activities: 
Pond Scooping 
Butterfly Netting 

& Monarch Tagging 
Kayaking with Scott Hanna 

Thursday, August 28, 1:30 p.m. 
Tom Pease — 

Singer & Songwriter 
Activities: 
Canoeing 
Butterfly Netting 

& Monarch Tagging  
2:30 p.m.: Geocaching 
4:00 p.m.: Prize Drawing 

for Geocaching Challenge 

Thursday, July 17, 
1:30 p.m. 

Ann Zimmerman — 
Singer & Songwriter 

 
 
 
Water Festival 
Activities: 
Canoeing 
Pond Scooping 
Water Survival Game 
2:30 p.m.: Geocaching 
2:30 p.m.: Water Quality Testing 

Saturday, July 19, 
10:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m. 
SEA LIFE Minnesota 

Aquarium 

Water Festival 
Activities: 
7:00-10:00 a.m.:  Fishing 

at East Side Lake 
1:00-4:00 p.m.:  Kayaking 

with Scott Hanna 
Crayfish Hunting 
Water Survival Game 
2:30 p.m.: Geocaching 
2:30 p.m.: Water Quality Testing 

Thursday, July 24, 
1:30 p.m. 

Kurt Mead — 
Dragonfly Expert 

 
 
 
Activities: 
Canoeing 
Pond Scooping 
Dragonfly Hunting 

with Kurt Mead 
2:30 p.m.: Geocaching 
Self-Guided Nature Trails 

Saturday, August 2, 
10:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m. 

Pat Surface & the 
Boundary Water Boys 

with Marina Whight 
& Donna Surface 

 

 
 
 
Activities: 
Canoeing 
Survival Game 
Pond Scooping 
2:30 p.m.: Geocaching 

Thursday, June 19, 1:30 p.m. 
David Stokes — Naturalist 

Activities: 
Canoeing 
Survival Game 
Pond Scooping 
2:30 p.m.: Geocaching 
Self-Guided Nature Trails 

Thursday, June 26, 1:30 p.m. 
National Eagle Center 

Activities: 
Canoeing 
Survival Game 
Pond Scooping 
Self-Guided Nature Trails 
Archery with Scott Hanna 

Thursday, July 10, 1:30 p.m. 
Kevin Strauss — Storyteller 

Activities: 
Canoeing 
Survival Game 
Pond Scooping 
2:30 p.m.: Geocaching 
Archery with Scott Hanna 
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Nature Detectives with David Stokes — Ages 6-7 
$15.00 ($10.00 for Friends members) 
June 17, 18 & 20, 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
Please see Little Explorers description above.  The class will be structured the same, but the “detective” activities will be age-
appropriate for 6- to 7-year-old children, and parents are welcome, but not required.  Space is limited to 12 participants. 

Junior Ranger Rick with Sammie Peterson — Ages 6-7   $15.00 ($10.00 for Friends members) 
Session 1—July 29 & 30, 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
Session 2—July 29 & 30, 1:00-3:00 p.m.  (Select one of the two sessions) 
Do you ever wonder about the mysterious world of tiny things living underneath your feet?  Join us as we learn about all things 
small!  We will get down on our hands and knees to explore the close-up world of soil, the forest floor, insects, seeds, fungi and 
bacteria through direct observation.  Participants will examine the tiny world around them with a series of games and microscope 
activities aimed at familiarizing kids with the science behind a world often overlooked.  Space is limited to 10 participants. 
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Singing and Signing: The World Around Me with Billie Jo Wicks — Ages 1-3 (with 1-2 adults) 
$5.00 (Free for Friends members) 
August 12, 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
Toddlers love learning and exploring, but it can sometimes be frustrating when we can't understand what they are trying 
to communicate to us.  Baby Sign Language can be a great learning tool to enhance vocabulary and reduce frustration.  
Join us as we explore some Baby Sign Language that you and your little explorer can use together on your next nature 
hike.  Space is limited to 10 children. 

The Zoo in My Backyard with Billie Jo Wicks   $10.00 ($5.00 for Friends members) 
August 11 & 12, 9:00-10:30 a.m. — Ages 2-3 (with an adult) 
August 11 & 12, 12:30-2:30 p.m. — Ages 4-5 (with an adult) 
You may not have lions, tigers and giraffes, but that doesn't mean there aren't other amazing creatures to be found 
around Minnesota, maybe even in your own backyard!  Join us as we investigate through stories, songs, crafts, outdoor 
exploration and more!  This experience is intended for a child and parent, grandparent or other adult.  Be sure to dress 
in outdoor play clothes!  Space is limited to 10 children. 

Billie Jo Wicks has 14 years of experience as an educator, a Bachelor’s degree from Winona State and a Master's in Education from the University of 
Minnesota in addition to being a mother of four active boys! 

Little Explorers—Hand in Hand in Nature with David Stokes — Ages 4-5 (with an adult) 
$15.00 ($10.00 for Friends members) 
June 17, 18 & 20, 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
David Stokes is a father, educator, naturalist, and entertainer who has performed throughout the United States and 
Canada.  This class is especially designed for a parent/grandparent to spend “quality time” in nature with their 4- or 5-
year-old child.  Each day, our adventure will begin inside, and then we will head outdoors to explore.  Please dress for the 
weather and bring insect repellent.  (Don’t apply the repellent until you need it.)  Parents may also want to bring a camera 
for “Kodak” moments.  Space is limited to 12 children and their parent/grandparent/adult guardian. 

Classes for ages 6-7 years 

2014 Summer YOUTH, ADULT & FAMILY CLASSES  
The following summer adventure classes are listed by age, beginning with age 1 year, through adult and family programs. 

Registration for all of our summer programs begins at 8:00 a.m. on Wednesday, April 2, 2014. 

Classes for ages 1-5 years 

Classes for ages 8-9 years 
Junior Naturalists with Sammie Peterson — Ages 8-9   $15.00 ($10.00 for Friends members) 
Session 1—June 25 & 27, 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
Session 2—June 25 & 27, 1:00-3:00 p.m.  (Select one of the two sessions) 
Please see Junior Ranger Rick description above.  The class will be structured the same, but the activities will be age-appropriate for 
8- to 9-year-old children.  Space is limited to 10 participants. 

NEW membership benefit for 2014 Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center: $5.00 off each child’s fee for all Summer 
Adventure Programs (parent must be a member).  See page 15 for more Friends membership information and benefits. 



Radical Raptors — Ages 9-11   $40.00 ($35.00 for Friends members), 1/2 scholarships available 
June 23, 1:00-3:00 p.m.—Hawk talk, games and competition 
June 23, 8:30 p.m.—Family/Participant Owl Talk and Calling Class 
June 24, 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.—Day trip to Whitewater State Park and the National Eagle Center 
This summer adventure program is packed with raptor activities and a day trip to the National Eagle Center in Wabasha, MN.  
Using our sight and binoculars, we will identify birds of prey as we travel to Whitewater State Park and the National Eagle Center.  
We will meet the eagle education birds that reside at the center: Columbia, Harriet, Angel, Was’aka, and Donald the Golden Eagle.  
Please bring your own lunch on June 24.  Space is limited to 10 participants. 

Bison Class: Give Me a Home Where the Buffalo Roam with Maria Anderson — Ages 9-11 
$40.00 ($35.00 for Friends members), 1/2 scholarships available 
July 29, 30 & 31, 9:00-11:30 a.m., & August 1 day trip, 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  (4-day class, including a day trip to Oxbow Park) 
The tallgrass prairie once stretched as far as the eye could see, and the American bison (or buffalo) roamed the prairie by 
the tens of millions!  The first people who lived on the plains depended on both the bison and the prairie for survival.  In 
this class, we will examine bison body parts and find out how they were used; explore the Nature Center’s tallgrass 
prairie; and discover how the bison, the prairie, and the people who lived here were interconnected.  On Friday, August 
1, we will visit Oxbow Park & Zollman Zoo for a behind-the scenes tour of their bison and other prairie animals, with 
time to enjoy the trails after lunch.  Please bring your own lunch on August 1.  Space is limited to 10 participants. 

Nature Photography with John Duren — Ages 9-11 
$10.00 ($5.00 for Friends members), full scholarships available 
August 12 & 13, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
Come learn the basics of nature photography while enjoying the beauty of the Nature Center.  This two-day class will give 
participants a basic knowledge of the camera as well as the opportunity to practice their new skills on nature and wildlife found 
at the Nature Center.  Learn about angles, lighting, and much more as you hike through the Nature Center in search of the 
perfect shot!  Nature Center cameras will be available (bring a disc or flash drive if you’d like to take your photos home), but 
you are welcome to bring your own camera if you prefer.  Space is limited to 10 participants.  Photos from this class can be 
entered into the 2014 Jay C. Hormel Nature Center Photography Contest.  For more information, see below. 

2014 Jay C. Hormel Nature Center Photography Contest 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center and Walgreens of Austin 
The 2014 Jay C. Hormel Nature Center Nature Photography Contest is open to any participant who is 15 years of age or younger and 
who has taken one of the 2014 Nature Photography classes.  Only images taken during the 2014 classes may be submitted in the contest. 

How To Enter:  At the end of any of the Nature Photography classes, students will choose one photo 
to enter into the contest, and the photo will be entered into our database.  Each participant will be 
allowed to submit one photo. 

Judging:  Judging will take place at the Nature Center’s 2014 Thanksgiving Feast on Saturday, October 
25.  All patrons who are in attendance at the Thanksgiving Feast are eligible to vote.  The images will be 
displayed in a gallery at the Thanksgiving Feast.  We will offer first place, second place, and third place 
prizes.  For more information, contact the JCHNC staff. 

Deadline:  The deadline for submission is August 30, 2014. 
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Classes for ages 9-11 years 

2014 Summer YOUTH, ADULT & FAMILY CLASSES  

Water, Water Everywhere! with Maria Anderson — Ages 8-9   $30.00 ($25.00 for Friends members), 1/2 scholarships available 
July 14 & 15, 9:00-11:30 a.m., & July 16 day trip, 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  (3-day class, including a day trip to Cascade Meadow in Rochester) 

It’s under our feet and in the air we breathe.  It makes up about 70% of our bodies and of the earth’s surface!  Water connects all 
living things, from a tiny tadpole to a beautiful prairie flower.  Water even connects us to the dinosaurs!  Through activities, 
experiments, and pond and creek exploration, we’ll discover how water works, what lives in it, how much we all need it, and how we 
can take care of it.  On Wednesday, July 16, we will visit Cascade Meadow Wetlands & Environmental Science Center in Rochester to 
explore their water exhibits and wetland trails!  Please bring your own lunch on July 16.  Space is limited to 10 participants. 

Monarch Magic — Ages 8-9   $5.00 (Free for Friends members) 
Session 1—August 4, 1:00-3:30 p.m. 
Session 2—August 7, 1:00-3:30 p.m.  (Select one of the two sessions) 
This class will capture the mystery and resilience of the Monarch from egg to migration.  Activities will include finding caterpillars to 
raise for tagging and release.  Space is limited to 10 participants. 

Classes for ages 8-9 years (continued) 

2012 
Photography 
Contest 

1st Place 
Winner: 

Charlie 
Kanne 

Use the calendar of events on our website at www.hormelnaturecenter.org to help plan your summer! 



Canoeing the Root River, Geocaching, & Exploring the Blufflands — Ages 11-12 
with Larry Dolphin, Sammie Peterson, & Maria Anderson 
$100.00 ($95.00 for Friends members), 1/2 scholarships available 

July 21, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon—Geocaching at the Nature Center; 1:00-3:00 p.m.—Canoe practice at the Nature Center. 
 Please bring your own lunch on July 21, or eat lunch at home and return at 1:00 p.m. 

July 22, 8:00 a.m.—Depart the Nature Center to explore Mystery Cave.  After lunch at Forestville State Park, we 
will travel to the Eagle Bluff Environmental Learning Center and get settled in for our overnight stay.  In the 
afternoon, we will challenge the high ropes, and then enjoy dinner and an evening program at the center. 
 Please bring your own lunch on July 22. 

July 23—Enjoy breakfast at Eagle Bluff, then canoe a five-mile stretch of the Root River. 
 We will return to the Nature Center by 4:30 p.m. 

Fee includes lodging, admission fees for Forestville State Park and Mystery Cave, canoes, lifejackets, paddles, high ropes challenge course, and three 
meals (dinner on July 22, breakfast and lunch on July 23).  Space is limited to 9 participants. 

Nature Photography with John Duren — Ages 11-14   $10.00 ($5.00 for Friends members), full scholarships available 
July 14 & 15, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Come learn the basics of nature photography while enjoying the beauty of the Nature Center.  This two-day class will give 
participants a basic knowledge of the camera as well as the opportunity to practice their new skills on nature and wildlife 
found at the Nature Center.  Learn about angles, lighting, and much more as you hike through the Nature Center in search of 
the perfect shot!  Nature Center cameras will be available (bring a disc or flash drive if you’d like to take your photos home), 
but you are welcome to bring your own camera if you prefer.  Space is limited to 10 participants.  Photos from this class can 
be entered into the 2014 Jay C. Hormel Nature Center Photography Contest.  For more information on the contest, see the 
inset on page 9. 

Shell Rock or Root River Youth Canoe Trip — Ages 12-14+   $20.00 ($15.00 for Friends members), full scholarships available 
August 11, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon—Geocaching at the Nature Center; 1:00-3:00 p.m—Canoe practice at the Nature Center. 
 Please bring your own lunch on August 11, or eat lunch at home and return at 1:00 p.m. 

August 12, 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. — Enjoy canoeing the Root or Shell Rock River.  (Water levels will decide 
 the trip destination and activities.)  Please bring your own lunch on August 12.  Space is limited to 9 participants. 

Heritage Survival Class — Ages 10-11   $60.00 ($55.00 for Friends members), 1/2 scholarships available 
July 7, 8, 9 & 10, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon, & July 11, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  (5-day class) 
Spend a week going back to the stories and the skills of the past!  Participants will fish, canoe, play old-
time games, hand-dip candles, and learn about the Native American “Ghost Dance” shirts by creating 
one of their own with a special art project.  Learn to flintknap (make arrowheads) and throw the atlatl 
with Dan Block!  Kevin Strauss, Minnesota storyteller and naturalist, will share history, folklore, and tall 
tales.  Participants will build fires and make their own lunch over an open fire on July 11.  Space is 
limited to 16 participants. 

Let’s Hear it for Herps! with Sammie Peterson — Ages 10-12 
$20.00 ($15.00 for Friends members), 1/2 scholarships available 
August 18, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon, & August 19, 9:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
In this two-day course, we will explore all things reptile and amphibian.  On day one, we will focus on those that can 
be found in Minnesota.  We will explore their diversity, characteristics, habitat and adaptations through a variety of 
hands-on activities.  On day two, we will take a field trip to the Reptile & Amphibian Discovery Zoo in Owatonna to 
observe their impressive variety of reptiles from all over the world.  We will stop to have a picnic lunch in 
Owatonna.  Please bring your own lunch on August 19.  Space is limited to 10 participants. 

Enjoy a 1/2-day trip to the RAD Zoo in Owatonna! 

Monarch Tagging — Ages 10-12   $5.00 (Free for Friends members), full scholarships available 
Session 1—August 20, 1:00-3:30 p.m.      Session 2—August 22, 1:00-3:30 p.m.      Session 3—August 27, 1:00-3:30 p.m. 
Session 4—August 29, 1:00-3:30 p.m.      Session 5—September 4, 4:00-6:00 p.m. 
Session 6 (for families and/or kids)—September 6, 1:00-3:30 p.m.  (Select one or more of the six sessions) 
Monarchs that emerge after August 15 in this latitude are generally considered migratory.  In conjunction with research being 
done through the Monarch Watch organization, students in this class will learn to catch, tag, record, and release monarchs to 
make an amazing nearly 2000-mile journey to spend the winter in Mexico.  Many monarchs tagged at the Nature Center over 
the years have been recovered in Mexico! 
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“Let’s 

Hear it 

for 

Herps!” 

2014 Summer YOUTH, ADULT & FAMILY CLASSES  

Classes for ages 10-12 years 

Classes for ages 11-14 years 



Family & Adult Nature Photography with John Duren 
$10.00 per family, $5.00 per adult (for Friends members: $5.00 per family, free for a single adult) 

Session 1—Tuesday, July 15, 6:30-9:00 p.m. 
Session 2—Sunday, August 17, 1:00-4:00 p.m.  (Select one of the two sessions) 
Come learn the basics of nature photography and explore the beauty of the Nature Center with 
your family as you search for the perfect shot.  This class will give participants the opportunity to 
practice their new skills on a live bird of prey and then hike in search of other wildlife.  Nature 
Center cameras will be available (bring a disc or flash drive if you’d like to take your photos 
home), but you are welcome to bring your own camera if you prefer.  Space is limited to 6 
families.  Photos from this class can be entered into the 2014 Jay C. Hormel Nature Center 
Photography Contest.  For more information on the contest, see the inset on page 9. 

New! Prairie Tours with Kevin Murray   Free! 
Sunday, July 13, 1:30-2:30 p.m.—&—Saturday, August 16, 1:30-2:30 p.m. 
Wildflowers have a story to tell!  Did you know that Thomas Edison experimented with goldenrod to produce rubber?  The tires 
on the Model T given to Edison by his friend Henry Ford were made from goldenrod.  Take a prairie tour and learn more! 
We invite you to join former Nature Center intern and wildflower enthusiast, Kevin Murray, on a walking tour 
of the Nature Center’s prairies, where you will learn fun facts, folklore, and some medicinal uses of our local 
plants.  All ages are welcome to attend.  Enjoy a weekend tour with family and friends!  Pre-registration is 
required and space is limited.  Call 507-437-7519, or email info@hormelnaturecenter.org. 

These are walking tours, but if you need a trail access vehicle to enjoy a tour with Kevin as your guide, we can provide that 
option.  Contact us to schedule a personal tour on a day that will work out for your calendar and Kevin’s. 
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Signup for all classes begins at 8:00 a.m. Wednesday, April 2 
OUR CLASSES FILL QUICKLY!  Cash or Check only (no registration by phone or email); Fees are nonrefundable. 

Register at the Visitor Center or mail your registration information and payment to: Jay C. Hormel Nature Center, P.O. BOX 673, 
Austin, MN, 55912.  Please include the following information: title and date of class(es), child’s name, address, phone number, and age. 

Please note any special needs, medical concerns, or prescription medicine 
that needs to be administered by our staff while your child is at the Nature Center. 

“Clean Water ~ We all live downstream” Geocaching Challenge 

This treasure hunt is part of the new Water Festival.  From June 19 to August 28, there will be six different caches to locate around the 
Nature Center, each with treasures to select AND with a question about water to answer.  If you find all the caches and answer the 
questions correctly, you can register for the Grand Prize drawing (to be held at 4:00 p.m. on August 28).  The Grand Prize is…our new 
USA-made “Clean Water ~ We all live downstream” organic cotton t-shirts—for your whole family (parents or guardians, siblings, & you)!  
Use your own GPS device or attend the Thursday or Saturday Nature Play dates when we offer the Nature Center’s GPS devices for use. 

Classes for Adults & Families 

2014 Summer YOUTH, ADULT & FAMILY CLASSES  

2014 Scholarship Donors 
Austin Audubon 

Austin Izaak Walton League 
Mable Hjelmen 
Memorials from 

family and friends of: 
Dale Mullenbach 

Robert Ackerwold 
Katie Voss 

Albert Fleiner 
Jerry Chopski 

Jeff Harms 
& the Friends of the Jay C. 

Hormel Nature Center 

Thank you, donors! 

Check out 

the new 

Friends 

benefits! 

2014  SUMMER ADVENTURE SCHOLARSHIPS  
Full scholarships are available for the two-day Nature Photography classes, the Shell Rock River 
Canoe Trip, and Monarch Tagging classes.  1/2-fee scholarships are available for the “Water, 
Water Everywhere!” class, Bison class, Radical Raptors, “Let’s Hear it for Herps,” Heritage 
Survival Class, and the Exploring the Blufflands/Root River Canoe trip.  To receive a scholarship, 
students must write three to five complete sentences about why they want to attend a specific 
summer adventure class, and thank the donors. 
Please submit your request and paragraph at the Visitor Center at time of registration, or mail 
your request to the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center at P.O. Box 673, Austin, MN, 55912.  Include 
name, address, phone number, and age.  Scholarships will be offered on a first-come, first-served 
basis.  (One scholarship per child.)  If you have any questions, please call 507-437-7519 or email 
info@hormelnaturecenter.org. 
We gave out 65 scholarships to area children in 2013! 

NEW membership benefit for 2014 Friends of the 
Jay C. Hormel Nature Center: $5.00 off each 
child’s fee for all Summer Adventure Programs 
(parent must be a member).  See page 15 for more 
Friends membership information and benefits. 



This is our fifth year of Senior Specials (55 and older), 
which provide patrons with FREE coffee or tea, a cookie, 

a concert or natural history program, and an optional 
opportunity to take a staff-led nature-themed tour of 

the trails on one of our two access vehicles. 

Please note this year’s new times for the programs listed below (including two Saturday programs)! 
PREREGISTRATION is REQUIRED for all of the programs, with a separate access vehicle signup. 

Back by popular demand, the 45- to 60-minute tour after the nature/music program will have a specific NATURE THEME 
and will be led by our staff, guest speaker, or volunteer resident expert.  The programs and refreshments will be offered in the 

Ruby Rupner Auditorium.  We can seat 150 people in the auditorium and up to 12 patrons on our tours.  Call 507-437-7519 
or email info@hormelnaturecenter.org to reserve your seats for the programs and/or trail access vehicle tours. 

For more details on the programs, see pages 4 and 5! 

Private tours on our trail access vehicles can be scheduled with advance notice (a minimum of 
four days), seven days a week, based on trail conditions and the availability of volunteer drivers. 

Please call 507-437-7519 for more information or to schedule a tour.  This is a free service funded and provided by the 
Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center.  The Visitor Center also has two wheelchairs for use on the trails at no charge. 

Seats 7 people! Seats 5 people! 
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Thursday, August 14, 9:30 a.m. 
Ken Lonnquist — 

Singer & Songwriter 
Tour:  10:30-11:30 a.m. 
THEME:  Wildflowers 
have a story to tell! 
Explore the August 
prairie with intern 
and plant specialist, 
Sammie Peterson. 

Thursday, August 21, 9:30 a.m. 
John Duren — Wildlife & 

Nature Photography 
Tour:  10:30-11:30 a.m. 
THEME:  Experience 
hands-on nature 
photography with 
John Duren.  Cameras 
will be provided for 
each patron on the tour. 

Thursday, August 28, 9:30 a.m. 
Tom Pease — 

Singer & Songwriter 
Tour:  10:30-11:30 a.m. 
THEME:  Join Larry 
Dolphin and Maria 
Anderson to catch, tag, 
record, and release 
monarchs for their long 
migration to Mexico. 

Thursday, July 17, 
9:30 a.m. 

Ann Zimmerman — 
Singer & Songwriter 

Tour: 
10:30-11:30 a.m. 
THEME: 
Discover life 
in the pond 
and/or the 
stream with 
seasonal naturalist, 
Maria Anderson. 

Saturday, July 19, 
10:30 a.m. 

SEA LIFE Minnesota 
Aquarium 

No tours. 
Check out all the new 
Water Festival activities 
on page 6! 

Thursday, July 24, 
9:30 a.m. 

Kurt Mead — 
Dragonfly Expert 

Tour: 
10:30-11:30 a.m. 
THEME: 
Join dragonfly 
hunter, Kurt 
Mead, as your 
guide on the 
Nature Center 
trails. 

Saturday, August 2, 
10:30 a.m. 

Pat Surface & the 
Boundary Water Boys 

with Marina Whight 
& Donna Surface 

No tours. 
A freewill offering 
for Alzheimer’s 
research will be 
accepted during 
these concerts, 
in memory of 
Don Deines. 

Thursday, June 19, 9:30 a.m. 
David Stokes — Naturalist 

Tour:  10:30-11:30 a.m. 
THEME:  Experience 
nature on the JCHNC 
trails with David Stokes 
& the Nature Center 
staff. 

Thursday, June 26, 9:30 a.m. 
National Eagle Center 

Tour:  10:30-11:30 a.m. 
THEME:  What’s new 
in nature today? 
The Nature Center 
staff will be your 
guides. 

Thursday, July 10, 9:30 a.m. 
Kevin Strauss — Storyteller 

Tour:  10:30-11:30 a.m. 
THEME:  Wildflowers 
have a story to tell! 
Explore the July prairie with 
former intern and plant 
enthusiast, Kevin Murray, 
and Nature Center staff. 

2014 SUMMER SENIOR SPECIALS 

Use the calendar of events on our website at www.hormelnaturecenter.org to help plan your summer! 



Private tours on our trail access vehicles can be scheduled with advance notice 
(a minimum of four days), seven days a week, spring through fall (based on trail 
conditions and the availability of volunteer drivers).  Please call 507-437-7519 for 
more information or to schedule a tour.  This is a free service funded and 
provided by the Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center.  The Visitor 
Center also has two wheelchairs for use on the trails at no charge. 

Trail access tours are also provided with the Summer Senior Special programs.  Please see page 12 for more information. 

Are you interested in joining our 
team of volunteer trail drivers?  We 
provide training for the vehicles and 
the tours. 

The Friends of the Jay C. Hormel 
Nature Center funded the purchase 
of the two vehicles.  The new seven-
passenger vehicle was purchased in 
the fall of 2012. 

Thank you, Friends! 

RUBY RUPNER AUDITORIUM and 
AUSTIN PARK & RECREATION RENTALS 
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This new access vehicle can 
accommodate up to seven people. 

This golf cart/trail vehicle 
seats up to five people. 

The Ruby Rupner Auditorium was updated with new paint and new 
tables and chairs in 2013.  It is available for private rentals when it is not 
being utilized by the Nature Center.  If you are looking for a place to 
rent for a special occasion (graduation, wedding, groom’s dinner, shower, 
holiday party, birthday, conference, family reunion, anniversary, prom 
dinner, or memorial), consider renting the auditorium! 

The rental fee is $41.00 per hour between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 
10:00 p.m., with a $100.00 deposit.  We schedule events a year in 

advance.  Your rental includes free use of our new sound system.  There is a $25.00 additional fee for the use of 
our new power point system.  Smoking and alcohol are not permitted.  The log cabin is also available for your use 
with the auditorium rental.  For more information regarding rentals, please call Julie or JCHNC staff at 507-437-
7519, Monday through Saturday, or visit our website at www.hormelnaturecenter.org. 

The Izaak Walton League Cabin at Todd Park is also available for rent with a 
$300.00 deposit and a fee of $170.00 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m., and special 
Monday through Thursday weekday rates of $20.00 per hour with a $150.00 
deposit.  Alcohol is allowed in the cabin, but smoking is not.  The Veterans 
Pavilion ($100.00 deposit and $125.00 rent), East Side Lake Gazebo ($40.00 
rent, no deposit), and more are also available for rent with the Park and 
Recreation Department.  Please call Tricia Branden at Austin Park and 
Recreation at 507-433-1881 for more information, or check out the website at 
www.ci.austin.mn.us. 

TRAIL ACCESS TOURS 



CANOE RENTALS 
The Nature Center rents canoes for use on Dobbins Creek to East Side Lake for $10.00 

per half-day (four hours).  Canoe rental for use on the pond is $5.00 for two hours. 

Canoe rental is available Monday through Saturday (no rentals on Sundays 
or City of Austin holidays).  2014 rental dates are May 31 to September 27. 

Life jackets and canoe paddles are provided. 
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March 
29 

8:00 p.m. 

April 
5 & 26 9:00 p.m. 

May 
10 & 24 

9:00 p.m. 

June 
7 & 21 9:00 p.m. 

July 
19 & 26 9:00 p.m. 

August  
16 & 30 9:00 p.m. 

September 
6 & 20 9:00 p.m. 

October 
18 & 25 8:00 p.m. 

Sola Fide Observatory is open to the public on specified 
Saturdays throughout the year.  Keith Snyder and other 
enthusiastic volunteers staff the observatory to assist the 

public in viewing the heavenly bodies on Saturday evenings. 

DIRECTIONS 
From Interstate 90, take Highway 218 south 2.5 miles to 

County Road 28.  Turn right (west) one mile to stop sign.  Turn 
left (south) on County Road 29 for 1.5 miles to 180th Street.  Turn 

right and go west for 1/4 mile.  The driveway is on the right. 

GPS COORDINATES 
N43° 37.000', W092° 58.550' 

For more information, call the Nature Center at 507-437-7519, or call 
volunteers Keith Snyder (507-440-1244) or Yosselin Xicara (507-460-2575). 

Check out the web page at: www.hormelnaturecenter.org/sola-fide-observatory.html 

SOLA FIDE OBSERVATORY 

Use the calendar of events on our website at www.hormelnaturecenter.org to help plan your summer! 

UPCOMING FALL EVENTS 
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Water permeates nearly every natural history and conservation story in North 
America’s Great Plains.  Photographer Michael Forsberg reflects on his last 15 years 
of documenting the natural environment and the ever-changing water resources 
found at the heart of this continent.  His pursuits have led to projects including 
Sandhill cranes, the Great Plains ecosystem, and a new timelapse photography 
project focused on the Platte River Basin.  Through words and images, Forsberg 
shares with us what he has discovered: why this elegant yet compromised ecosystem 
and its creatures matter to us here at home and around the world. 

Michael Forsberg — 
From Cranes to Plains, 

a photographer’s journey connecting water, 
wildlife & landscape in the heart of the continent 

Monday, September 8, 7:00 p.m. 

Minnesota once had 18 million acres of prairie that were interspersed with wetlands.  
These areas, most of which are gone, may be the most unappreciated of all our 
ecosystems, yet they are of vast importance to our community and the wildlife 
community.  A variety of birds, mammals, amphibians, reptiles, and insects all call 
prairies and wetlands their home.  Join wildlife photographer John Duren as he takes 
you inside the world of prairies and wetlands in southeastern Minnesota. 

John Duren — 
Prairies & Potholes: 

Minnesota’s Forgotten Lands 
Tuesday, September 16, 7:00 p.m. 

Free admission event held at the Mower County Fairgrounds, featuring: 

 Music by Bella Ruse (returning to Austin for RE•fest, PLUS an acoustic concert at 
the Nature Center on Friday evening, September 19!) 

 Music by Reminisce on the Solar Stage 

 Kids stage with presentations by David Stokes, Larry Dolphin, & Jim Jayes 

 Electronics recycling 

 Family-friendly bike ride 

 Scottish Highland Cattle show 

 LOCAL food vendors 

  . . . and more! 

For more information and the full schedule of events, check out www.re-fest.org. 

RE•fest 
A Celebration of Green Living & Clean Energy 

Saturday, September 20, 11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

RE•think . . . green living 
RE•new . . . clean energy 
RE•store . . . conservation 

Enjoy musicians, artisans, educators & exhibitors, 
plus individual and family-oriented workshops on 

green living, energy conservation, and renewable energy. 
Learn how you can take action to conserve the Earth's limited 

resources and make positive changes in your community! 



WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH FRIENDS  
Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
To enhance and encourage environmental education, 
scientific opportunities, and the enjoyment of nature 

at the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center. 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS: 
An opportunity to support and promote 
environmental education programming. 

The satisfaction of knowing you are helping to 
preserve the incredible Jay C. Hormel 
Nature Center for future generations. 

A subscription to Nature Center News, a 
semiannual publication of the J.C. Hormel 
Nature Center, delivered to your home 
or in electronic format to your inbox. 

An invitation to the Friends Annual Meeting. 

$5.00 off each child’s fee for all Summer 
Adventure Programs (parent must be a member). 

$5.00 off tickets to the Thanksgiving Feast 
fundraiser in October (non-member 

price will be $40 this year). 

“Members Only” bus tour field trip.  Cost of bus 
paid by Friends, participants take care of their 

own admission fees (when applicable) and food. 

“Members Only” event for 
youth/families at the Nature Center. 

An opportunity to give a one-year gift 
membership to a non-member.  Information will 
be included in the membership renewal mailing 

around Thanksgiving, to be applied in 2015. 

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS: 

Supporter: $25-$39 
Contributor: $40-$64 
Advocate: $65-$99 
Steward: $100-$149 
Patron: $150-$249 

Founder: $250-$499 
Lifetime Member: $500 & up 

Please send membership fee to: 
Ron Walth, Treasurer—Friends of the JCHNC 

P.O. BOX 83 
Austin, MN  55912 

I want to thank those of 
you who responded to our 
call in the last newsletter 
for more volunteers.  We’ll 
soon have even more need 
for people to give tours on 
our electric vehicles, help 
us manage invasive species 
like buckthorn, and staff 

activities like the Clean Water Festival in July.  
And we’ll be looking for additional help as well as 
we begin the fundraising phase of the campaign for 
our new visitor center.  We have a great staff, but 
as you can see from everything they have planned 
this summer, they need the support from us to 
keep making the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center the 
regional destination we love. 

Another upcoming opportunity is joining the 
Thanksgiving Feast committee.  We meet monthly 
starting in May.  Contact the Nature Center for 
information on joining us in planning this fun, 
annual fundraiser to support the educational 
programming at the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center. 

If you were at the annual meeting in January, you 
are already aware of the new benefits of 
membership with the Friends of the Jay C. Hormel 
Nature Center.  You’ll see them listed here on this 
page.  In addition to the discounts and gift 
memberships, we’re offering two members-only 
opportunities—an event at the Hormel Nature 
Center and a field trip (more information in the 
next newsletter).  The Nature Center will provide a 
bus to go on a day trip to an area environmental 
attraction later this year.  We’d love to hear your 
ideas for these activities. 

Also at the annual meeting, we elected two new 
members to the Friends board.  Please join me in 
welcoming Arlen Schamber and Joe Dolan.  We 
also said farewell and thank you to board member 
Lynette Usgaard. 

Thanks again to all of you who support the Jay C. 
Hormel Nature Center.  We could not do it 
without your volunteer time, your donations, and 
your encouragement. 

Chris Anderson, President 

www.hormelnaturecenter.org 
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The staff at the Hormel Nature Center takes in ONLY birds of prey: hawks, 
eagles, falcons, and owls found in Mower County.  (We do not have the 
facilities, extra staff or expertise to provide care for mammals or other birds.)  
The JCHNC staff will provide primary care for the raptor and then make the 
best decision with our veterinarian, Dr. Mike Williams, regarding assessment 
and treatment for the raptor.  Thank you again, Dr. Mike and Jane, for your 
many years of assistance with the birds of prey. 

The Nature Center assists 10-18 birds of prey on an annual basis.  If you find 
an injured or orphaned hawk, owl, or eagle in Mower County, call 507-437-7519 
for assistance.  The raptors are often transported to the Raptor Center at the 
University of Minnesota, Saint Paul Campus.  We are always looking for 
volunteer drivers who are willing to transport an 

injured bird of prey to the Raptor Center.  Contact the Nature Center for more 
information at 507-437-7519 or email us at info@hormelnaturecenter.org. 

If you find an injured mammal or bird other than a bird of prey, the closest free 
Wildlife Rehabilitation Center is in Roseville, Minnesota.  This facility is an emergency 
hospital and clinic that provides free medical care for more than 200 different species 
of injured and orphaned wild animals.  The Nature Center does not transport critters 
to this facility.  You can transport the injured animal to 2530 Dale Street North, 
Roseville, MN.  The Wildlife Rehabilitation Center’s phone number is 651-486-9453. 

John Duren, Larry Dolphin and Maria 
Anderson return a Barred Owlet back 
to its nest in an Austin neighborhood. 

This baby Barred Owl fell out 
of its nest, and the JCHNC 
staff returned it to its home. 

Injured or Orphaned Birds of Prey —  Raptors 

Jay C. Hormel Nature Center 
PO Box 673 
1304 21st Street NE 
Austin, Minnesota  55912 

Address Service Requested 

Mark your calendars for our 

New Water Festival 
July 17, 18 & 19 
Details on page 6! 

Celebrate the importance of clean water 
with this free, family-friendly event. 

Come discover how water works, 
what lives in it, how much we all need 

it, and how we can take care of it. 

Enjoy guest presenters, activities & 
games throughout the three days 

of the festival and earn prizes! 

To kick off the week, 8- & 9-year-olds 
are invited to join us for a three-day 

water-themed class (July 14-16), including 
a field trip to Cascade Meadow Wetlands 

& Environmental Science Center in 
Rochester (details on page 9)! 


