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For the Wild Ones, the Little Ones, & All of Us 

A few of you may be aware that occasionally I sign off letters and even lengthy nature-related 
e-mails with the salutation, “For the Wild Ones, the Little Ones, and Us.” It is intended to 
imply that I honor and care about all life, all people, and that I hope you do as well. 

I particularly noticed this ethos, this caring attitude, reflected in actions taken by our staff 
when Guka, our barred owl, recently escaped from his enclosure at the Interpretive Center. I 
have known for a long time that I have a wonderful staff. They really care. 

As the story goes, I arrived back from a canoe trip with students, and I was told by Maria 
Anderson and Taylor Miland that Guka had somehow escaped through the netting and was 
flying free in the wilds of the Nature Center. They had spent a few hours attempting to 
capture Guka (with leather gloves, a ladder, a net, a sheet, even trying to tempt him with mice 
and chicks), which turned out to be more challenging than anticipated. We know that Guka 
can fly, but not well enough to survive. One very important fact is that he does not know 
how to catch his own food. Guka was injured 11 years ago, not long after fledging from the 
nest. He never had a chance to learn from his parents how to capture his food. 

This was an “all hands on deck” moment for the staff, former staff, and even Friends board 
members. We discovered that Guka can fly better than anticipated, even with a bad wing. He 
can climb pretty well, too. Well into the evening, Sammie Peterson, our intern, and Jill 
DeMoss, our custodian, tried to capture Guka with an extension ladder and an extended pole 
with a net on the end. We tried luring him with mice. We tried till dark to no avail. Guka 
obviously liked his newfound freedom. 

Overnight, we left food out and his cage open, hoping that he would magically be perched 
inside the open pen the following morning. The next morning, Sammie and I found Guka 
perched near the building, but when we approached, he flew higher. Trying to net him and 
bait him were not working. Sammie suggested calling the Raptor Center at the University of 
Minnesota. When Sammie called, they recommended getting Guka wet with a small amount 
of soap mixed with water. 

Late in the work day, prior to a meeting regarding our proposed Interpretive Center, Pete 
Mattson, Vice-President of the Friends, suggested contacting Laura Merten. Good idea! Guka and 
Laura had really connected in the summer of 2013. Laura was available and came immediately. 

Meanwhile, we finished our building meeting in the late afternoon. Laura and Sammie were 
out in the woods with owl food and leather gloves, plus the too-short hose, trying to get 
Guka wet as the Raptor Center had suggested. Not long after that, I saw Chris Anderson, 
Friends board President, running by my office window to the parking lot. At that time, I did 
not know why. Sammie and Laura waited patiently, continuing to try to coax Guka down. 

Unbeknownst to me, Chris returned with a super soaker water gun and a handheld sprayer. 
To my delight, a half-hour later, Guka—looking like a drowned rat—was in the hands of 
Laura Merten. Sammie, Chris, and Laura had tracked Guka through the woods and swamp 
until he landed in the grass, tired and wet. The team brought Guka inside, rinsed him, and 
tended his minor scrapes. (Julie Champlin and Mike Goetz were on vacation and missed all 
the excitement!) 

Guka is a wonderful educational bird. We didn’t want to lose him. Our staff members have 
all bonded to Guka in some way, and in the process, I have bonded and connected with my 
staff even more. 

With that being said, I would like to publicly thank all my staff and volunteers this summer. 
What a great, hardworking crew. This was the most programming we have offered in the 26 
years I have been here. They were up to the challenge. They reflected an ethos, a caring 
attitude for the wild ones, the little ones, and all of us. 

For the Wild Ones, the Little Ones, and All of Us, 
Larry Dolphin 
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Inside Stories 



 

Friends members! You are cordially invited to a special “Friends-Only” event. Join 
your guide, Larry Dolphin, as we board the Friends-sponsored coach bus and travel 
to the National Eagle Center and Whitewater State Park. The Eagle Center will 
present a live eagle program at 10:00 a.m., with time to tour the center before 
enjoying your picnic lunch and traveling to Whitewater State Park. 

We still have openings for this event! Cost: $6.00 per person, required at registration 
(National Eagle Center admission fee). Please bring your own picnic lunch. The bus fee 
is sponsored by the Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center. Bus capacity: 54 people. 

Friends members received an invitation for this trip in early August as part of their membership benefits. You 
must be a current Friends member to register for this event. If you aren’t a member, now is the time to join! 
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National Eagle Center & Whitewater State Park Bus Trip 
with guide, Larry Dolphin 

Saturday, September 6, 7:45 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Columbia 

John Duren — 
Prairies & Potholes: 

Minnesota’s Forgotten Lands 
Tuesday, September 16, 7:00 p.m. 
& Monday, October 6, 7:00 p.m. 

Michael Forsberg — 
From Cranes to Plains, 

a photographer’s journey connecting water, 
wildlife & landscape in the heart of the continent 

Monday, September 8, 7:00 p.m. 
Water permeates nearly every natural history and conservation story in North America’s Great Plains. 
Photographer Michael Forsberg reflects on his last 15 years of documenting the natural environment and the 
ever-changing water resources found at the heart of this continent. His pursuits have led to projects including 
Sandhill cranes, the Great Plains ecosystem, and a new time lapse photography project focused on the Platte 
River Basin. Through words and images, Forsberg shares with us what he has discovered: why this elegant yet 
compromised ecosystem and its creatures matter to us here at home and around the world. 

This FREE program will be held in the Ruby Rupner Auditorium. Please RSVP by Sunday, September 7 by calling 507-
437-7519 or emailing info@hormelnaturecenter.org. 

This event is co-sponsored by the Austin Izaak Walton League and the Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center. 

Minnesota once had 18 million acres of prairie that were interspersed with wetlands. These areas, most of 
which are gone, may be the most unappreciated of all our ecosystems, yet they are of vast importance to our 
community and the wildlife community. A variety of birds, mammals, amphibians, reptiles, and insects all call 
prairies and wetlands their home. Join wildlife photographer, John Duren, as he takes you inside the world of 
prairies and wetlands in southeastern Minnesota. 

These programs are FREE and will be held in the Ruby Rupner Auditorium. Please RSVP by the day prior to each 
program by calling 507-437-7519 or emailing info@hormelnaturecenter.org. 

These two events are co-sponsored by Austin Izaak Walton League, Austin Audubon, and Friends of the JCHNC. 



 

Saturday, September 20, 
11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

RE•think . . . green living 
RE•new . . . clean energy 
RE•store . . . conservation 

Enjoy musicians, artisans, educators & exhibitors, plus individual and 
family-oriented workshops on green living, energy conservation, and 
renewable energy. Learn how you can take action to conserve Earth’s 

limited resources and make positive changes in your community! 

Keynote Speaker: Justin Hanson 
Justin Hanson, Mower Soil & Water 
Conservation District Resource Specialist, 
will lead a discussion on the overall quality 
of the Cedar River and on watershed 
health in the Cedar River Basin. Learn the 
history of the basin and how man-made 
changes have shaped this resource, both 
positively and negatively. Find out what is 
going well for the basin and what steps 
are being taken to improve! 

Technology + Nature = FUN! 
Explore the exciting hobby known as geocaching! With 
the use of a Global Positioning System (GPS) device, 
friends and family can work together to find hidden 
treasures out in nature. Participants will navigate 
to three sets of GPS coordinates and then 
attempt to find the cache hidden at each 
location. Each cache has treasures inside! 
Detailed instructions will be provided before 
you begin your adventure. (A valid driver’s license 
needs to be shown to check out a GPS device.) 

Kids’ Stage 
David Stokes: Naturalist & Humorist 

David Stokes is an award-winning Wisconsin 
naturalist as well as a father, educator, and entertainer 
who has performed throughout the United States 
and Canada. His philosophy: “I believe in 
entertaining while educating. No one is too old to get 
involved.” His presentation is appropriate for all ages 

and will include songs, riddles, live critters and things to touch! 

Jim Jayes: Planet Protectors Magic Show 
Abracadabra! For over 30 years, Jim Jayes has 
been entertaining people of all ages with his 
unique combination of magic and puppetry. This 
Sacramento, CA, native makes all of his own 
puppets and props. Come out and enjoy Jim’s 

magic and puppets who will give us tips on how to take better 
care of the earth! 

Larry Dolphin: Owl & Snake Expo 
Join the J.C. Hormel Nature Center Director 
and Naturalist for an owl and snake talk. 
Meet Guka-a-oo-aw, the Nature Center’s 
resident barred owl. Be ready to give your 

best hoot, because this program is interactive and entertaining. 
You’ll also have a chance to touch the Nature Center’s fox snake! 
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— AND — 
 Music by Bella Ruse (returning to Austin for RE•fest, PLUS an acoustic kickoff concert at the Nature Center 

on Friday evening, September 19 — see above!) 
 Music by Reminisce on the Solar Stage 

 Mushroom presentation with Jay C. Hormel Nature Center intern, Sammie Peterson 

 Electronics recycling, document shredding, & free well water testing 

 North Central Scottish Highland Cattle show, LOCAL food vendors . . . and more! 

For more information and the full schedule of events, check out www.re-fest.org. 

Bella Ruse Concert — Friday, September 19, 7:00 p.m. 
Bella Ruse’s combination of airy folk and crunchy pop transforms rooms into 
secret gardens and paints pictures of invading bombardiers, salty sea love, and 
super glued hearts. Surrounded by a laboratory of instruments – typewriter, 
suitcase organ, glockenspiel, and kazoos – singer Kay Gillette’s antique voice 
and Joseph Barker’s mournful guitar twist and twirl and dip and dive and carry 
you deep down the rabbit-hole into their magical musical world. This concert, 
held in Ruby Rupner Auditorium, is free and open to public. Please RSVP by 
September 18 by calling 507-437-7519 or emailing info@hormelnaturecenter.org. 

Free admission! ● Mower County Fairgrounds 



 

“Friends-Only” Fall Mushroom Class with Sammie Peterson 
Sunday, September 28, 1:00-3:30 p.m. 
Are you fascinated by mushrooms but feel a bit too unsure to delve into the world of 
fungal foraging? Join our intern, Sammie Peterson, for this second opportunity to 
become acquainted with a largely unfamiliar world, or to brush up on your 
identification skills. Sammie is a certified edible mushroom identification expert, a 
former production manager for a mushroom farm, and has seven years of mushroom-
specific foraging experience. We will begin the day with an hour-long presentation 
on basic mushroom biology, growth habits, safety and identification. Special 

attention will paid to the fall mushrooms: puffballs, hen of the woods and chicken of the woods. After the 
class, weather permitting, you will have the option to join in a short foray, searching the Nature Center for 
mushrooms to identify. If conditions are right, we may encounter a variety of tasty fall mushrooms that 
you would be permitted to take home and eat! (Outside of this class, foraging and collecting are not 
allowed within the Nature Center preserve.) 

You must be a current Friends member to register for this FREE event. If you aren’t a member, now is 
the time to join! Space is limited to 30 participants, and pre-registration is required. Call 507-437-7519 or email 
info@hormelnaturecenter.org. 

10th Annual Hormel Nature Center 
8K Run & One-Mile Kids’ Run 

Saturday, September 27, 9:00 a.m. 
Register with Dr. Eric Overby: 

507-437-3269 
700 1st Ave SW 

Pre-register online 
or print forms at 

www.facebook.com/HNC8K 

Race-day registration begins at 
8:00 a.m. 

www.hormelnaturecenter8k.org 

Enjoy a scenic fall run with your friends and family on the Nature Center 
trails! All ages and abilities are invited to join us for this race benefitting 
the Nature Center, organized by Overby Orthodontics. Refreshments will 
be available to all runners before and after the race, with a water station 
midway through the course. Entrants will receive a Hormel Nature Center 
8K t-shirt (first-come, first-served). Awards will be given out to all age 
divisions. 

Pre-registration: $18.00 for the 8K, $5.00 for the One-Mile Kids’ Run (ages 
12 and under). Parents/chaperones for the kids’ run are free. 

Race-day registration: $25.00 for the 8K, $7.00 for the One-Mile Kids’ Run. 
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FREE class, held rain or shine, in 
the Ruby Rupner Auditorium and 

on the Nature Center trails. 

Pre-registration is required by 
Friday, October 3. 

Please call 507-437-7519 or email 
info@hormelnaturecenter.org. 

“One touch of nature 
makes the whole 

world kin.” 

William Shakespeare 

The stillness found in sitting meditation, yoga, 
and other practices can quickly scatter when 
we reenter the “real world” and our attention 
is pulled in many different directions. Walking 
meditation practice can help us maintain our 
awareness of the present moment through our 
entire day. Together we will explore several 
methods of walking peacefully in nature. 

Walking Meditation Class 
with Chris Anderson 

Saturday, October 4, 9:00-11:00 a.m. 



 

Lynn E. Barber — Extreme Birder 
Tuesday, October 21, 7:00 p.m. 

One woman . . . one year . . . 723 species of birds . . . 

In 2008, Lynn Barber’s passion for birding led her to drive, fly, sail, 
walk, stalk, and sit in search of birds in 25 states and three 
provinces. Traveling more than 175,000 miles, she set a 21st century 
record at the time, second to only one other person in history. 

Lynn will present the fascinating story of her yearlong quest to record and observe our 
remarkable North American birds and their habitats. She will provide a binoculars’-eye 
view of one of the best-loved pastimes of nature lovers everywhere. 

This a FREE program and open to the public. Please RSVP by October 20 by calling 507-437-
7519 or emailing info@hormelnaturecenter.org. 

This event is sponsored by Austin Audubon and the Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center. 

31st Annual Halloween Warm-Up 
Friday, October 3 & Saturday, October 4 

For two magical nights, the Nature Center (with the help of Matchbox Children’s Theatre) is under 
special enchantment! Take a 45-minute hike and enjoy “SPOOK”TACULAR Halloween and nature skits 

performed by creatures, critters and spirits of the night. Then relax inside 
the Visitor Center with cider and treats! Especially designed to appeal to 
children ages 4-11 (accompanied by an adult), but all ages are welcome! 

Every ten minutes, a group of 25 is led into the “boo”tiful forest 
to meet the assorted spirits that reside there. Select your time slot when you 
purchase your tickets. 

First Hike: 6:50 p.m. ● Last Hike: 9:10 p.m. 

$6.00 per person 
(includes apple cider & a cookie) 

Interested in playing a part in Halloween Warm-Up? 
Auditions are held in September at the Paramount Theatre. 

Call Matchbox Theatre at 507-437-9078 for more information. 

Tickets available 
September 5 through October 4. 

TICKET LOCATION: 

Super Fresh Produce, 
Bakery & Garden Center 

2104 4th Street NW ● 507-437-6554 
Original artwork by 

Taylor Miland 

Page 5 



 

Page 6 

Join us at 

St. Edward’s 
Corcoran Center 
2001 2nd Ave NW ∙ Austin, MN 

for the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center’s 

12 th Annual Thanksgiving Feast 
Saturday, October 25, 2014 

5:00 p.m.:  Corcoran Center doors open 
 Social hour, silent auctions, & raffles 
 Music by Peter Jacobs, Adam Stange, & Brenda Radloff 

6:30 p.m.: Dinner is served — Hormel turkey, mashed potatoes, & sides 
 Vegetarian and gluten-free meals are also an option. 

7:30 p.m.:  Short program & live auction 
 Auctioneer: Al Smith 
 Master of Ceremonies: Chris Anderson, Friends of the J.C. Hormel Nature Center Board President 
 Silent auctions close & raffle winners are drawn throughout the live auction. 

Tickets are on sale now ($35.00 per person for Friends of the Nature Center; $40.00 for non-members). 
Please call the Nature Center at 507-437-7519, or contact Rich & JoAnn Aho, 

Thanksgiving Feast Ticket Committee Chairs, at 507-433-6928 or Finn44@charter.net. 

Feast Sponsors: Thrivent, Ruth Wunderlich, Hormel Foods, Super Fresh, Mayo Clinic 
Health System in Austin, Hy-Vee, and the Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center 

All proceeds will go to the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center Operations Fund. 

“ If there is magic on 
 this planet, it is 
 contained in 
 water.” 
 ~ Loren Eiseley 

Even if you are unable to attend this year’s fundraiser, please consider a donation of goods and/or 
services to our auction, or make a monetary contribution allocated to the Thanksgiving Feast. 

Your generosity will be recognized in the program, or you may choose to remain anonymous. Thank you! 



 

Sue Leaf — 
A Love Affair with Birds: The Life of Thomas Sadler Roberts 

Tuesday, November 18, 7:00 p.m. 

Christmas Crafts — Two Classes: 
December 4, 6:00-9:00 p.m. or December 6, 9:00 a.m.-noon 

Join us as we begin preparing for the Christmas holiday season with the traditional crafts of 
wreath-making and candle-dipping! The wreaths will be made of spruce, cedar, red pine, and 
white pine; the candles will be made from beeswax. 

Due to limited space in the basement of the Visitor Center, only paying participants may attend. 
The minimum age is 12, accompanied by a parent. Classes do fill up quickly! 

Registration begins on 
Friday, September 12, 2014, 

at 8:00 a.m. 

No early signups. 

Pre-registration and 
pre-payment are required; 

fee includes materials 
& refreshments. 

No refunds. 

Fee: $35.00 

Sign up to attend one 
of  the two sessions: 

Session 1 
Thursday, December 4 

6:00-9:00 p.m. 

Session 2 
Saturday, December 6 
9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Class size is limited 
to 16 per session. 

Sue Leaf is a Minnesota naturalist, biologist, and author of three books. Her 
latest book, A Love Affair with Birds: The Life of Thomas Sadler Roberts, was 
a finalist for the 2014 Minnesota Book Awards. Sue’s program will highlight her 
book about Dr. Thomas S. Roberts, a Minneapolis physician, who was a 
pioneer in ornithology in Minnesota. Keeping detailed records (and a skin 
collection) from the 1870s, Dr. Roberts was also in the forefront of wildlife 
photography and environmental education. His two great gifts to his beloved 
state are the two-volume The Birds of  Minnesota, a work of exquisite detail 
and beauty that will never be matched, and the Bell Museum of Natural 
History, which he guided to its present form as director 
from 1915-1946. Come learn about his long, productive life 
pursuing his passion of birds. Sue Leaf writes from her 
home in Center City on the shore of Pioneer Lake. 

This program is FREE and open to the public. Please RSVP by 
calling 507-437-7519 or emailing info@hormelnaturecenter.org 
by November 17. 

This event is sponsored by Austin Audubon and the Friends 
of  the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center. 
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2014-2015 Cross Country Ski & Snowshoe Rental 

Dammen Nordic Cross Country Ski Race  
8K Classical, 13K Freestyle, & One-Mile Beginners’/Kids’ Race 

Saturday, January 10, 2015 
Challenge yourself with an exciting race on the Nature Center’s scenic, 
beautifully-groomed trails! Pre-registration by January 3, 2015, is $15 for 
adults and $5 for kids (ages 13 and under). After January 3, registration is 
$18 for adults and $8 for kids. Only $5 extra to do both the Classical and 
Freestyle races! 

Registration forms and more information will be available online at 
www.hormelnaturecenter.org/ski-race, or contact the Nature Center for 
more information. 

The profits from this event go directly to the Kevin Dammen Mentorship Fund. 
Thursday Nature Play and our Summer Nature Adventure Programs benefit 
directly from this mentorship program. The recipients this year are Quin Brunner, 
Paiton Schwab, Tyler Bundy, Kevin Murray, and Wyatt DeWild. 

8:00 a.m.: Race-day registration and packet pick-up begins 

9:00 a.m.: One-Mile Beginners’/Kids’ Race 

10:00 a.m.: 8K Classical Race 

11:00 a.m.: 13K Freestyle Race 

Ev
en

t 
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Let it snow! Skiing and snowshoeing are wonderful ways to experience the snow during the winter season and 
get the benefits of fresh air and exercise! Enjoy the Nature Center’s groomed trails, then relax with hot 
chocolate, tea, or coffee (available for a 50¢ donation) inside the Visitor Center. 

THANK YOU to Dr. Richard and Belita Schindler for their generous donation of $5.00 for each child’s rental 
during the winter ski season of 2014-15, which reduces the rental fee for children to $1.00 each. 

We will again be offering FREE cross country ski and snowshoe rental for adults and children on Thursday 
afternoons from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m., starting January 8, 2015, and continuing into March if snow conditions 
allow. The Jay C. Hormel Nature Center does NOT REQUIRE the Minnesota Ski Pass on our trails. 

Left to right: Kyle & Kevin Dammen 
(Photo by Eric Johnson) 

Daily Fees (per-person for 3 hours): 

Adults 
Cross Country Ski Rental: $6.00 

Snowshoe Rental: $5.00 

Children 18 & Under 
Cross Country Ski or Snowshoe Rental: $1.00! 

Cross Country Ski Lessons 
Saturday, January 24, 2015, 8:30-11:30 a.m. 

Classical ski lessons will include instructions for beginners as well as tips for 
intermediate skiers. Lesson cost is $6.00 for adults and $1.00 for children 
(accompanied by an adult), which includes poles, boots, & skis. Pre-
registration is required. Call 507-437-7519 to register. 
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Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center Annual Meeting 
Saturday, January 24, 2015, 2:00 p.m. 

Mark your 2015 calendar for the Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center annual 
meeting on Saturday, January 24! Join the Friends for fun, family entertainment, food 
and refreshments. An invitation will be sent in early January with more information. 

Award winners Janet Anderson and Cindy Bellrichard have 
volunteered for over 30 years with Matchbox Children’s Theatre’s 
production of Halloween Warm-Up. This long-running annual event 
is hosted by the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center. Both Janet and Cindy 
have volunteered for 40 years with Matchbox Children’s Theatre. 
Since its early beginnings with Austin Park & Recreation in 1975, 
cofounder Janet Anderson has been there for Matchbox Children’s 
Theatre. Cindy Bellrichard was not far behind when Matchbox became a nonprofit in 1976. Cindy has been the 
longtime Matchbox board secretary and coordinator of student performances. 

Both Cindy and Janet have volunteered countless hours and energy for the Halloween Warm-Up event at the 
Nature Center. I sincerely appreciate their time, dedication, and commitment to this event. Both have directed 
the short skits located along the trails at the Nature Center, as well as acted in numerous skits. (They are 
talented actresses as well, I might add.) It is especially helpful to have such talent available when a young 
actor or actress cannot make it because of illness or a conflict in the schedule; Janet and Cindy are the first to 
step in. (I would also add that I personally have seen both of them at work in an Owl & Vole skit. They each 
have portrayed a very nervous vole. As the Barred Owl trying to capture this tasty morsel of food, it is so 
enjoyable to watch them sell their fear prior to arriving at my perch.) Their volunteer credentials are 
impressive and we so appreciate their commitment to the Nature Center and to the community. 

Janet Anderson received the prestigious Sigurd Olson Leadership Award. 
Janet’s additional work as chair of the GreenStep Cities program, along 
with her work on the Austin City Council, made her a perfect selection for 
this award. Cindy Bellrichard’s time-honored work for Halloween Warm-
Up also needed to be recognized, and she received the 2013 Volunteer of 
the Year Award. All of us here at the Nature Center felt that we needed to 
honor both; we couldn’t recognize one without the other. They have been a 
wonderful team for the Austin community and the Jay C. Hormel Nature 
Center. 

— Larry Dolphin 

2013 Volunteer Award Recipients: 
Cindy Bellrichard & Janet Anderson 

Special Volunteer Recognition: Ann Bundy — 30 years! 

Why do Cindy & Janet volunteer? 

Cindy: It’s how I was raised. I 
was always taught to pay it 
forward. It’s fun, and you receive 
so much more than you give. 

Janet: It is very important to share 
responsibilities for programs and 
projects you believe and support. 
It’s the right thing to do. 
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We have said it before, but it bears repeating: our volunteers are the backbone of the 
Jay C. Hormel Nature Center. Volunteer Ann Bundy has dedicated three decades of 
time, energy and support in a variety of ways and was honored as the Volunteer of 
the Year in 1994. Her specialty is creating scrapbooks of newspaper articles, thus 
establishing an invaluable history of the Nature Center. She started this project 
under former director Vince Shay in the 1980s and is still collecting articles and 
making scrapbooks today. Ann says, “The reason I volunteer is to contribute to 
something I care about, to have an excuse to do something I love, and to maintain 
this gift as a legacy for our children and grandchildren.” We want to extend our 
extreme gratitude and thanks to Ann for 30 years of creating and maintaining this 
important history and legacy project! 

— Julie Champlin 



 

From the Nature Center Desk 

Taylor Miland — 2014 Summer Intern 

Page 10 

My adventure with and interest in nature began when I was very young. 
Growing up, I have enjoyed hunting, hiking, camping, canoeing, and spending 
time outside looking for bugs and other creatures. I was fortunate enough that 
my parents signed me up for most or all of the classes offered at the Nature 
Center. I have grown up having the Nature Center as part of my life. Prior to 
working at the Nature Center, I have spent lots of time walking through the 
trails and learning about nature and animals, but now that I have worked here, 
it has become a family trait to have the honor to work here at the Hormel 
Nature Center. My mother worked here while she was in college, as do I now. 

I graduated from Austin High School in 2013 and began attending college in 
the fall of 2013 at the University of Sioux Falls in South Dakota, where I am 
now double majoring in Music for Performance/Studio Recording and Art. I 
began working here in early January of 2013 during my break from college. I 
was fortunate enough to have been asked by Larry and Julie to take the position 
of the new summer intern. I was so excited and took the offer. 

Working at the Nature Center is an amazing job to have, not only for experience, but it’s a job that teaches you 
something new every day. Whether it’s learning to care for birds of prey, like Guka the Barred Owl, or looking 
up information on the Cope’s gray tree frog that was found in the basement window well, it’s a job that has 
allowed me to better understand nature and to appreciate it more, and has allowed me to become a better-
rounded individual. One of my favorite parts about the internship here is having the opportunity to take care 
of the barred owl, Guka; it’s not too often or with many jobs where someone gets the chance to care for an owl. 
I also really enjoy being able to spend lots of time outside—teaching, canoeing, and just enjoying the outdoors 
and not being stuck in a building all day. 

Thank you to the Friends of the Hormel Nature Center for giving me to opportunity and the funds to allow me 
to have this amazing summer internship. The Hormel Nature Center is an amazing place to work, and I feel 
so blessed to be working here with so many amazing people. 

— Taylor Miland 

“Nature Wears the Color of the Spirit” 

As we approach fall, the fair weather of Indian summer comes with a pleasant 
reminder of the recent summer days gone by. The Nature Center’s summer 
classes, programs, and events swelled in attendance. The new Water Festival in 
July drew nearly 600 participants over three days. The National Eagle Center 
presentations were full to auditorium capacity—175 attendees at each program. 
Sixty Summer Adventure scholarships were given out to area youth, thanks to 
25 generous individual donors and organizations. The Kevin Dammen 
mentorship program provided us with essential additional staff members to 
handle the very busy Nature Play days and Summer Adventure classes. Thank 
you to Tyler Bundy, Quin Brunner, Paiton Schwab, Kevin Murray, and Wyatt 
DeWild for your many hours of work for the Nature Center! 

Fall is one of the best times of the year. The days are often clear, crisp, and cool. Big, bright full moons grace 
the autumn sky. Plants cast their seeds on the wind, hitch a ride on a passerby, or get eaten and dispersed by 
hungry animals fattening up for the winter. The leaves change colors, delighting our eyes with brilliant golds, 
oranges, and reds. Nature truly wears the color of the spirit. Visit the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center and 
explore the unique relationships in nature. Move at your own pace, observe, reflect, and listen to nature’s 
rhythm. Simple pleasures in nature make great memories. 

Check out all the upcoming programs for the fall and winter in the newsletter. Please consider purchasing 
tickets to the 12th annual Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center banquet & fundraiser on Saturday, 
October 25. We do sell out every year. With all the wonderful nature programs offered here at the JCHNC, you 
can see the Friends’ dollars at work fulfilling our mission to provide environmental education for all ages. 

— Julie Champlin 



 

What’s Happening with Friends 
Do you remember when 
we didn’t see eagles? 

Now, it’s an exciting and 
not uncommon sight to 
see an eagle soaring or 
nesting. In 2007, bald 
eagles were taken off the 

federal endangered species list. Eagles were one of 
the gateway species for me becoming a birder. 

As I write this, I’m looking forward to taking my first 
trip to the National Eagle Center in Wabasha, 
Minnesota. Our first members-only trip will be a 
great opportunity to connect with other Friends 
members and enjoy this regional resource dedicated 
to celebrating the amazing conservation success 
story of the eagles. 

We count on members of the Friends of the Jay C. 
Hormel Nature Center to support us through the 
year, so it is fun to offer new member benefits this 
year. We’ve had many families take advantage of 
member discounts on our summer adventure classes, 
we have an upcoming members-only mushroom 
class, and we’ll also be sending out more information 
about giving gift memberships to friends and family 
as an opportunity for them to experience the benefits 
of membership, and to encourage them to join. 

We count on you, and you come through for the 
Hormel Nature Center. Without the support of your 
time, talents and money, the Hormel Nature Center 
could not offer all that it does. Our volunteers staff 
the building on Sundays, participate in citizen 
science projects, and help organize our annual 
Thanksgiving Feast fundraiser. 

One new way we asked for volunteer support was at 
the Freedom Fest parade on July 4th in Austin. 
Families joined us, many in costume, carrying 
messages about the importance of clean water and 
our environment. It is a great feeling that we quickly 
found the volunteers we needed to go out into our 
community and show our support of the resource we 
have in the Hormel Nature Center. 

I look forward to seeing you at the Thanksgiving 
Feast, at the Ruby Rupner auditorium for our 
educational and entertaining programs, and out on 
the trails. I’ll be out running, walking, skiing, and 
with my binoculars watching eagles soar. 

Thank you. You are essential. 

— Chris Anderson, President 
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Friends of  the 
Jay C. Hormel Nature Center 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
To enhance and encourage environmental 

education, scientific opportunities, 
and the enjoyment of nature at the 

Jay C. Hormel Nature Center. 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS: 
An opportunity to support and promote 
environmental education programming. 

The satisfaction of knowing you are helping 
to preserve the incredible Jay C. Hormel 

Nature Center for future generations. 

A subscription to Nature Center News, a 
semiannual publication of the Jay C. Hormel 

Nature Center, delivered to your home or 
in electronic format to your inbox. 

An invitation to the Friends Annual Meeting. 

$5.00 off each child’s fee for all Summer 
Adventure Programs (parent must be a member). 

$5.00 off tickets to the Thanksgiving Feast 
fundraiser (non-member price: $40.00). 

Members-only bus tour field trip. Cost of bus 
paid by Friends, participants take care of their 

own admission fees (when applicable) and food. 

Members-only event for youth 
and families at the Nature Center. 

An opportunity to give a one-year gift 
membership to a non-member. Information will 
be included in the membership renewal mailing 

around Thanksgiving, to be applied in 2015. 

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS: 
Supporter: $25-$39 

Contributor: $40-$64 
Advocate: $65-$99 
Steward: $100-$149 
Patron: $150-$249 

Founder: $250-$499 
Lifetime Member: $500 & up 

Please send membership fee to: 
Ron Walth, Treasurer—Friends of the JCHNC 

P.O. BOX 83 
Austin, MN  55912 

Visit www.hormelnaturecenter.org for updates on our plans for a new Interpretive Center! 

http://hormelnaturecenter.org/


 

Sola Fide Observatory 
Viewing Schedule 

No program 

September 6 9:00 p.m. Moon 

September 20 9:00 p.m.  

October 18 8:00 p.m.  

October 25 8:00 p.m.  

November 1 8:00 p.m. Moon 

November 15 8:00 p.m.  

December 13 8:00 p.m.  

January   

February   

March 14 8:00 p.m.  

March 28 8:00 p.m. Moon 

No program 

Please recycle this 
newsletter! 

Sola Fide Observatory is open to the public on 
specified Saturdays throughout the year. On 
these select evenings, Keith Snyder and other 
enthusiastic volunteers staff the observatory to 
assist the public in viewing the heavenly bodies. 
Come out and discover fascinating facts about 
the night sky from our resident experts as they 
host free public programs for our community! 

DIRECTIONS 

 From Interstate 90, take Highway 218 
south 2.5 miles to County Road 28. 

 Turn right (west) one mile to stop sign. 

 Turn left (south) on County Road 29 for 
1.5 miles to 180th Street. 

 Turn right and go west for 1/4 mile. 
The driveway is on the right. 

GPS COORDINATES 

N43° 37.000', W092° 58.550' 

For more information, call the 
Nature Center at 507-437-7519, or call 

volunteers Keith Snyder (507-440-1244) 
or Yosselin Xicara (507-460-2575). 

Jay C. Hormel Nature Center 

PO Box 673 

1304 21st Street NE 

Austin, MN  55912 

Address Service Requested 

Don’t wait to get tickets for this year’s 

Thanksgiving Feast 
Saturday, October 25, 2014 

at St. Edward’s Corcoran Center 

Join us for social hour, 
music & entertainment, 

raffles, silent & live 
auctions, and a 
delicious meal! 
Details on page 6. 
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“ If there is magic on this planet, 
 it is contained in water.”  ~ Loren Eiseley 
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