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Inside Stories  

 In early March of 1903, our twenty-sixth President of the United States, 

Teddy Roosevelt, asked, òIs there any law that will prevent me from declaring 

Pelican Island a Federal Bird Reservation?ó  The answer was a decided òNo.ó 

 òVery well then,ó Roosevelt said with decided quickness.  òI So Declare It.ó  

By executive order, from March of 1903 to March of 1909, Teddy Roosevelt 

established fifty-one National Bird Reservations from Puerto Rico to Alaska by 

declaring it so.  President Roosevelt loved the outdoors, and he knew wild places 

and wildlife needed protection. 

 Recently, I attended a national conference for the Izaak Walton League of 

America in Des Moines.  There was a strong river water educational theme flowing 

through the content of the conference.  There was discussion on invasive species in 

ballast water, sewage effluent, fracking for natural gas and its impact on ground and 

surface water, proposed copper and nickel mining in and near the Boundary Water 

Canoe Wilderness Area and Lake Superior, invasion of the Asiatic flying Carp, 

nutrient loading and runoff in the Mississippi and Missouri River watershed, and the 

proposed pipeline carrying caustic crude oil from the Boreal Forests of Canada to 

our refineries in Texas, to just name a few.  It can be a little overwhelming when you 

understand the breadth of these issues and the impacts they may have.  To relieve 

my anxiety, I feel I need to have the authority, like President Teddy Roosevelt, to 

say, òI So Declare It:  all waters to be clean, all soils and associated nutrients to stay 

where they were born, all mining operations to cease and desist until they can prove 

that they can clean the water after they use it, to banish all Asiatic Carp and other 

invasive species, and to tell Canada to keep that caustic crude oil in Canada.ó  I can 

only hope that it would be that simple. 

 In more recent political agendas, there is an attempt to lower our standards 

for clean water, and in some casesñsuch as fracking for natural gasñthere is little 

protection by standard or law.  In our first grade curriculum, we demonstrate to 

children that our bodies are made up of 70 percent water by beginning at our feet 

and rising up to our chest with our hands.  First graders learn early on how 

important abundant clean water is to all of us.  Clean water is essential for all seven 

billion who live on planet Earth.    

 Recent events in Africa and the associated loss of life due to water 

contamination especially reflect how important clean water is to each and every one 

of us.  Water is owned by all of us.  It is very important 

that we let those who make the decisions and the laws 

know that clean water is necessary for all life.  We all 

are responsible for keeping it clean for the next 

generations, the wild ones, and us.  òI So Declare it.ó 

Larry Dolphin 

òI So Declare Itó 
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You are cordially invited to 

join the Friends of the 

Jay C. Hormel Nature Centerõs 

9th Annual 

Thanksgiving Feast: 

ñ@ Kdf`bx Enq Fdmdq`shnmrò 
Saturday, October 29 

St. Edwardõs Corcoran Center 

Join us for this evening which includes: 

Social Hour:  5:00-6:30 p.m. 

Banquet:  6:30 p.m. 

òArrive early and receive an eco-friendly early-bird bonus 

gift while supplies last:  cloth bags, water bottles, etc.ó 

Master of Ceremonies:  Dave Thompson 

Program, Entertainment, Silent and Live Auction:  7:30 p.m. 

Auctioneer:  Terry Hamilton 

Tickets ($35.00 per person) go on sale in early September at the Nature Center.  Please call the JCHNC at 507-

437-7519, or Rich and JoAnn Aho, Thanksgiving Feast Ticket Committee Chairs, at 507-433-6928, or email 

Finn44@charter.net.  A Hormel pork loin dinner, dessert, and complimentary wine will be served at your table. 

For vegetarian or celiac meal requests, please contact JoAnn Aho. 

Feast Sponsors:  Thrivent, Hy-Vee, Super Fresh, Hormel Foods, Ruth Wunderlich 

and the Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center 

All proceeds will go to the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center Operations Fund. 

Gold Finch:  $1.00 ñ$25.00  

Baltimore Oriole:  $26.00 ñ$50.00  

Eastern Meadowlark:  $51.00 ñ$75.00  

Great Crested Flycatcher:  $76.00 ñ$100.00  

Barred Owl:  $101.00 ñ$250.00  

Great Horned Owl:  $251.00 ñ$500.00  

Bald Eagle:  $501.00 ñ$1000.00  

Peregrine Falcon:  $1001.00  

Are you interested in donating to the fundraiser? 

We are looking for auction items and have a variety of 

cash sponsorship levels, starting with Gold Finch, through 

Peregrine Falcon.  Each donator will be highlighted in the 

Thanksgiving Feast program and upcoming newsletters.  

You may also choose to remain anonymous. 

THANK YOU! 

Prairie Chicken Dance �(�D�J�O�H�ö�V���1�H�V�W���7�D�E�O�H 

Turkey Pluck Raffles 


